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ACAPULCO, Mexico: Sixteen people were
killed during Christmas holiday celebrations
in Mexico’s main drug-trafficking states and
six human heads were found in one location,
officials said. A gang slaughtered seven peo-
ple - including three police officers - at a fami-
ly celebration in the violent southern state of
Guerrero, police told AFP. The massacre
occurred early Christmas Day outside a house
in the village of Puente del Rey, where the
gunmen shot dead the six men and one
woman, aged 24 to 54. 

Those killed were three brothers, their
father, their uncle, and a man and a woman
who had been invited to the home. Three of
the victims were police officers, a regional
security ministry official said. 

In Chihuahua - which borders the United
States and has, like Guerrero, endured brutal
drug-related violence - nine people were
killed during Christmas celebrations, authori-
ties said. Five of them died in Ciudad Juarez,
including three women who were first tor-
tured and a man whose dismembered

remains were found in an abandoned trunk.
In the western state of Michoacan six human
heads were found, according to the local
prosecutor’s office. Authorities have not iden-
tified the remains, which have been trans-
ferred to a forensic office for analysis. The
heads were found near the border with
Jalisco, where the powerful Jalisco Nueva
Generacion cartel operates. That gang is
known for clashing with rival criminals in
neighboring Michoacan state, where the
Knights Templar drug cartel once held sway.
Cartels have been burying their victims in
hidden graves across the country for years,
and authorities regularly find human remains. 

Guerrero recently earned international
infamy as a region where 43 students in 2014
went missing, and were presumably mur-
dered, at the hands of corrupt police working
for criminals. The government says that since
2006 more than 170,000 people have been
killed and more than 28,000 have been report-
ed missing. The data does not indicate which
cases are related to organized crime. —AFP

MANDAN, North Dakota: Mandan firefighters Shane Weltikol (left) and Chad Nicklos clear accumulating snow from outside the
firehouse in downtown Mandan as the Christmas Day blizzard intensifies on Sunday. —AP
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CHICAGO: Travel conditions remained hazardous as a
winter storm swept across much of the northern Great
Plains Monday, with blowing and drifting snow creating
near-zero visibility on some roads. The combination of
freezing rain, snow and high winds that forced the shut-
down Sunday of vast stretches of highways in the
Dakotas continued into Monday morning, and authori-
ties issued no-travel warnings for much of North Dakota.

The storm also has caused widespread power out-
ages in the Dakotas, Nebraska and western Iowa. As of
1 am yesterday, the South Dakota Rural Electric
Association was reporting 10,231 “member-consumer-
owners” were without power. In Nebraska, high winds
were cited for hundreds of power outages in central
and eastern portions of the state. “Between the ice and

snow, and winds howling like crazy, there will be noth-
ing moving” until late afternoon Monday, said National
Weather Service meteorologist Greg Gust in Grand
Forks, North Dakota. “Then it’s dig-out time.” Gust’s
advice to travelers: “Stay put.”

The weather service office in Bismarck, North
Dakota, predicted snow accumulations of 8 to 15
inches in western parts of the state and thunder-
storms in the central region. The North Dakota
Transportation Department closed most of a 240-
mile stretch of Interstate 94 Sunday night, from the
Montana border to Jamestown. That stretch
remained closed yesterday morning. Portions of US
Highways 2, 52 and 281 were also closed because of
snow, ice and “near zero visibility.” Motorists who

drive past the roadblocks can be fined up to $250.
No-travel advisories were issued for much of

North Dakota, including the Williston, Dickinson,
Minot, Bismarck, Jamestown, Valley City and Grand
Forks areas. Authorities in South Dakota shut down
Interstate 90 from the Wyoming border to
Chamberlain - a distance of about 260 miles. Icy con-
ditions in Aberdeen, South Dakota, prompted the
Brown County Sheriff ’s Office to issue a no travel
advisory. Aberdeen was also under a weather service
flash flood warning after rain and snowmelt flooded
major intersections in the city. The weather service
warned anyone who “must travel” on icy roads in cen-
tral Minnesota to have an extra flashlight, food and
water. —AP

Blizzards, ice storms wreak 

havoc across north plains

BRASILIA: At least 19 Brazilian migrants who
went missing last month are feared drowned
off the Bahamas as they tried to cross illegally
to the United States, officials in Brasilia said
yesterday. “The fear is that the boat the
Brazilians were traveling in went down in the
Caribbean as it left the Bahamas,” according
to Brazilian authorities on the official govern-
ment information website, Portal Brasil. The
migrants’ families have not heard from them
since November 6, the Brazilian foreign min-
istry said. Brazilian media reports said there

were also dozens of other migrants aboard
the boat, which officials suspect went down
while attempting the roughly 80-km crossing
between the Bahamas and the Florida coast.
“The Brazilian embassy in Nassau, Bahamas
and the Brazilian consulate in Miami, Florida
are in contact with family members and
Caribbean and US authorities to try to locate
the missing persons,” said Portal Brasil. The
Brazilian foreign ministry said it was not ruling
out the possibility that the migrants could be
in prison or missing for other reasons. —AFP
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Trump supporter 

succeeds Haley
COLUMBIA: If South Carolina Gov Nikki Haley is confirmed as
President-elect Donald Trump’s pick for United Nations
ambassador, her successor will be an entrenched veteran of
the state’s GOP who as attorney general decided not to pros-
ecute then-Gov Mark Sanford for his spending after his disap-
pearance to rendezvous with his mistress.

Lt Gov Henry McMaster, a 69-year-old known for his ability
to disagree affably, would get the job he’s long wanted in the
governorship. His leadership offers a sharp contrast in style if
not in substance from Haley, the daughter of Indian immi-
grants and the nation’s youngest governor at 44, who hasn’t
hesitated to publicly bash legislators who differed with her.

McMaster also was the nation’s first statewide officeholder
to back Trump for president, in an endorsement before the
state’s first-in-the-South presidential primary. The move
stunned political observers, but McMaster’s support never
wavered, despite Democrats’ calls to withdraw it. He told AP
last month he never regretted the endorsement. “No ma’am,
the more it went on, the more confident I was he was the
man for the job,” he said in his characteristic, genteel drawl.
He’s revealed little about what he would do as governor, and
his office said he wasn’t available for an interview.

But as a savvy political insider, McMaster has forged
strong relationships statewide. He’s “a commonsense conser-
vative - very reasonable, never abrasive,” said House Judiciary
Chairman Greg Delleney. “He’s a realist, and he’s a gentleman,
and I think he’s going to work with the General Assembly to
get things done.” Legislators hope McMaster’s entry could
finally lead to passage of a comprehensive road-funding bill.
Haley’s threats to veto anything with a gas tax increase
stymied efforts for years.

‘Good Ol’ Boy’ 
Questioned by reporters after a meeting earlier this

month, McMaster said, “We will make progress, great
progress,” but gave no specifics. In the 2010 GOP primary,
Haley trounced McMaster and two other better-known men
partly by running against the “good ol’ boy” network. Yet days
after taking a 32-percentage-point beating, McMaster
endorsed Haley with an exuberant “I’m all in!” and has been a
close ally since. Beyond campaigning with her statewide, he
arranged a series of private meetings between Haley and
skeptical business leaders a week after she publicly chided
the state Chamber of Commerce as a fan of bailouts and cor-
porate welfare. Bakari Sellers, a Democrat who lost to
McMaster in the 2014 lieutenant governor’s race, contends
McMaster “exemplifies the good ol’ boy network in South
Carolina”. “Henry’s been around a very long time. He’s the sta-
tus quo,” said Sellers, a former state House member.
“Courageous and visionary are not adjectives you use to
describe Henry McMaster.” 

Other longtime political adversaries applaud McMaster’s
impending move. “Henry is somebody who wants to do the
right thing and move the state forward,” said former state
Democratic Party Chairman Dick Harpootlian, who’s not one
to pull punches. “If a good ol’ boy means somebody who
remembers his friends and has a genial approach to govern-
ing, then I would take that as a compliment. He’s not going to
rant and rave and pick fights. He’s not going to denigrate
people publicly.”

McMaster began his political career in 1973 as an aide to
then-US Sen Strom Thurmond. He led the state Republican
Party for 10 years, while the GOP took control of the
Legislature. He frequently boasts of being President Ronald
Reagan’s first appointment for US attorney in 1981 and
launched “Operation Jackpot”, an investigation into interna-
tional drug smuggling that resulted in more than 100 convic-
tions. As state attorney general, he created a task force of offi-
cers posing as children to catch online sex predators and
built an attorney network to prosecute criminal domestic
violence. In 2010, he helped lead a multi-state challenge of
President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul that allowed
states to opt out of its intended Medicaid expansion - as
South Carolina has steadfastly done. In 2009, McMaster asked
the state Ethics Commission to investigate Sanford after his
disappearance to rendezvous with his mistress in Argentina
brought scrutiny to his travels.

After Sanford paid $74,000 to resolve 37 civil charges,
McMaster opted not to pursue criminal charges, saying
Sanford’s use of first-class tickets, travel on state aircraft and
questionable campaign reimbursements didn’t rise to a crim-
inal level - and it was time for the state to move on. A month
after that announcement, McMaster lost to Haley. Legislators
say his decades-long relationship with many of them is an
asset. GOP Senate Education Chairman John Courson, who
met McMaster while at the University of South Carolina in the
1960s, said it helps that McMaster “understands the personal-
ities in the Senate.” —AP


