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BEIJING: Figurines sit in front of a check-in desk for the ninth Chinese
Catholic representative conference in Beijing yesterday. China said yester-
day it will restart a conference of local Catholics, ending a years-long hia-
tus, as it expressed goodwill towards the Vatican after six decades of
estrangement. —AFP

BEIJING: China said yesterday it will restart
a conference of local Catholics, ending a
years-long hiatus, as it expressed goodwill
towards the Vatican after six decades of
estrangement. The country’s roughly 12
million Catholics are divided between a
government-run association, whose clergy
are chosen by the Communist Party, and
an unofficial church which swears alle-
giance to the Vatican.

Although Beijing and the Vatican have
improved relations in recent years as
China’s Catholic population has grown,
they remain at odds over which side has
the authority to ordain bishops.  The
ninth Chinese Catholic representative
conference will begin Tuesday and run
through Thursday in Beijing after a six-
year hiatus, the foreign ministry said dur-
ing a press briefing.

The Vatican had condemned previous
conferences because members of the unof-
ficial church loyal to Rome had reportedly
been forced to participate. But this time the

Holy See has given tacit approval for mem-
bers of the so-called “underground” church,
including bishops, to attend the conclave,
according to Catholic web sites familiar
with religious affairs in China.

“We believe this conference can push
the integration of Catholic activities into
Chinese society and culture a step for-
ward,” spokeswoman Hua Chunying told
reporters, adding that the country had
“goodwill” towards the Vatican. “We want
to move forward down the same road with
the Vatican and promote bilateral, con-
structive dialogue and relations,” she said.

China and the Vatican severed diplo-
matic relations in 1951. Since becoming
head of the Holy See in 2013 Pope Francis
has tried to improve relations with Beijing
in the hope of reconnecting with Catholics
in China. Chinese and Vatican officials have
met at least four times since January to try
and resolve the delicate issue of the
appointment of bishops-the heart of the
dispute. —AFP

China to hold Catholic 
conference after 6-year hiatus

TOKYO: Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
departed yesterday for Hawaii where
he will visit Pearl Harbour with US
President Barack Obama as the two
countries highlight decades of post-
World War II reconciliation. Abe’s visit
to the site, which was bombed by
Japan in a surprise attack in
December 1941 that drew the United
States into World World I I ,  was
announced earlier this month.

It follows a journey Obama made
with him in May to the city of
Hiroshima where a US plane dropped
the world’s first atom bomb as the
war drew to a close in 1945.

“I am visiting Pearl Harbor in Hawaii
to commemorate victims as the prime
minister of Japan, as the representa-
tive of the Japanese people,” Abe told
reporters at Tokyo’s Haneda airport.
“We must not repeat the horror of war

ever again. Together with President
Obama, I would like to express to the
world this pledge for the future and
the value of reconciliation.”

The two leaders hope that their
joint visits will underscore the alliance
between their two nations forged in
the years following the war. They will
meet Tuesday in Honolulu for a sum-
mit before venturing together to
Pearl Harbour to visit the wreck of the
USS Arizona, where 1,177 sailors and
Marines died.  The ship’s rusting
remains are now a memorial.

The two-hour attack killed 2,403
Americans in all, injured more than
1,100 others and sank or heavily
damaged eight  US batt leships.
Officials have said that the purpose
of Abe’s visit is not to apologize but
rather to pay homage to the victims
and encourage historical reflection,

as Obama did in Hiroshima. It also
comes at  a  del icate  t ime with
Obama due to hand over power to
US President-elect Donald Trump
next month.

The New York real-estate magnate
sent shockwaves through Japan dur-
ing the campaign when he appeared
to question the US-Japan security
alliance.  He said that Japan should
pay more to support US troops sta-
tioned in the country and could even
consider developing its own nuclear
weapons.

Though he later walked back on
the comments, they jolted public
opinion in the world’s only country to
ever be attacked with atomic bombs.

Abe became the first world leader
to meet Trump after the election,
rushing to New York to confirm the
importance of the relationship. —AFP

Japan’s Abe departs for visit to Pearl Harbour

LIGAO, Philippines: A powerful
typhoon left at least four people
dead and eight missing as it crossed
the Philippine archipelago yesterday,
spoiling the Christmas holidays with
strong winds, heavy rains and
destructive flooding. Nock-Ten made
landfall on the eastern island
province of Catanduanes with gusts
of 235 kilometres (146 miles) an hour

on Christmas Day, ravaging the Bicol
region and surrounding areas before
moving west across the country. A
couple perished in a flood while an
elderly man was crushed to death by
a falling wall, the governor of Albay
province, Al Bichara, told local
media. Another person was killed
and two more were injured when
the storm toppled a power line in

Quezon province, electrocuting
them, a police report said.

An anchored ferry went down
off the coastal province of
Batangas yesterday with eight
crewmen still missing, said coast-
guard officer Joy Villegas. Two peo-
ple also died after suffering heart
attacks during the storm but it was
unclear if those deaths were direct-

ly related to the typhoon, local
government reports said.

More than 383,000 people were
forced to flee their homes while over
80 domestic and international flights
were cancelled due to the storm, the
civil defence office said. The coast-
guard on Sunday ordered beaches
south of Manila to be cleared of holi-
daymakers by yesterday.

The unusually late storm cut off
electricity to millions and forced gov-
ernment agencies to order evacua-
tions of whole communities in Bicol,
marring the traditional Christmas cele-
brations in this largely Christian nation.

Wet Christmas 
In the Bicol town of Ligao, many

streets and surrounding farms were

covered by ankle-deep water while
some homes remained caked in
mud left by flooding. Masseuse Erna
Angela Pintor, 20, said she and her
family spent a sleepless Christmas in
fear as the strong winds ripped off
part of their roof.

Neighbours living near a river
sought refuge in their home as the
waters rose to their chests, she said,

though her own family was luckier. 
“The floods (last night) only

reached to our knees. Thank good-
ness the current wasn’t that strong,”
she told AFP. “This was supposed to
be a celebration but we cannot cele-
brate. This is  a sad Christmas for us.
No one (in the family) died but a lot
of our neighbours’ homes were
washed away.”

The disaster monitoring council
said more than 12,000 people spent
Christmas stuck at ports after
authorities barred ferries from sailing
due to the storm.

The council’s spokeswoman Mina
Marasigan also said hundreds of
people in Bicol celebrated Christmas
in evacuation centres where many
had to make do with emergency
food packs.

Some local officials had offered
roast pigs-the traditional Filipino hol-
iday fare-to entice people to go to
the shelters, Marasigan said.

Manila spared 
By late yesterday afternoon the

typhoon had weakened, with wind
gusts of 180 kilometres per hour, and
was in the South China Sea heading
west away from the country, govern-
ment weather forecaster Gener
Quitlong said. Nock-Ten had been
expected to bring heavy rains and
winds to Manila, but the city of 13
million residents was spared after
the typhoon lost force as it crossed
the eastern islands.

“It was like a blessing in disguise.
Every time it hit land, its diameter
lessened. It also lost moisture so it
became weaker,” Quitlong told AFP.
Some 20 typhoons and storms strike
the Philippines each year, routinely
killing hundreds of people. Huge
tsunami-like waves devastated the
city of Tacloban and nearby areas
when super typhoon Haiyan struck
the central Philippines in November
2013, leaving 7,350 people dead or
missing. —AFP

Christmas typhoon leaves 
four dead in Philippines
8 ferry crewmen still missing as storm leaves archipelago

MANILA: Vehicles navigate a flood-prone area caused by rains from Typhoon Nock-Ten in
Quezon city, north of Manila yesterday. —AP

BEIJING: China and Sao Tome and Principe offi-
cially resumed diplomatic relations yesterday,
in a triumph for Beijing over rival Taiwan after
the African island nation abruptly broke away
from the self-ruled island last week. Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his counterpart
from Sao Tome, Urbino Botelho, signed books
at a ceremony in front of their flags at the
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing. Wang
said the re-establishment of relations would
bring benefits to both countries and that they
would hold exchanges in tourism, the media
and other areas.

The move is a victory for Beijing, which con-
siders the self-governing island of Taiwan a part
of China’s territory and has been outraged by
suggestions by President-elect Donald Trump
that he could rethink US policy that accepts
this. Beijing and Taipei have competed for allies
for much of the nearly seven decades since the
end of China’s civil war in 1949, when the
defeated Nationalist government fled across
the Taiwan Strait. Most of the world does not
formally recognize Taiwan as a condition of
maintaining relations with China. Sao Tome and
Taiwan broke ties last week, leaving 21 coun-
tries and governments, mostly in Latin America
and the Caribbean, that have official ties with
Taiwan. Taiwanese Foreign Minister David Lee
last week accused Sao Tome of demanding “an
astronomical amount of financial help,” though
he did not say how much.

Sao Tome and Principe is an island nation off
the coast of central Africa with a population of
almost 200,000. The impoverished former
Portuguese colony relies heavily on foreign aid.
Beijing suspended its relationship with Sao
Tome in 1997 after the island nation estab-
lished diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

In re-establishing relations with Beijing,
Botelho said yesterday, “We want to redeem
our mistakes in the past.” He said he hoped that
more Chinese businesses would invest in his

country and more Chinese tourists would visit.
As its economic, military and political clout has
grown, China has become more successful in
pulling away governments in a bid to diplomat-
ically isolate Taiwan, though some countries,
including the United States, maintain strong
unofficial ties with Taipei.

Relations have worsened between Beijing
and Taipei since independence -leaning
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen was elected
in January. In March, China established formal
diplomatic ties with the small African nation of
Gambia, which had severed relations with
Taiwan in 2013. That was seen as a move
toward abandoning the unspoken diplomatic
truce between the sides that lasted eight years
under Tsai’s China-friendly predecessor.

Beijing suspended contact with the main
Taiwan liaison body in June, blaming Tsai’s
refusal to endorse the concept of a single
Chinese nation. While just a few countries and
governments still have official ties with Taiwan,
Beijing is eager to play up its latest addition
after Trump suggested he might not adhere to
the policy that recognizes only one China
unless the US gains trade or other benefits,
analysts say.

Wang Dong, a professor of international
relations at Peking University, said Monday’s re-
establishment of diplomatic ties was a warning
to Taiwan that Beijing has “a lot of counter-
measures” up its sleeve should they pursue
independence, as well as a warning to the
United States. —AP
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TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (center) speaks to reporters
before departure for Hawaii at Tokyo’s Haneda airport yesterday. Abe
departed yesterday for Hawaii where he will visit Pearl Harbor with US
President Barack Obama as the two countries highlight decades of post-
World War II reconciliation. —AFP

TAIPEI: A group of Chinese warships led
by the country ’s sole aircraft carrier
entered the top half of the South China
Sea yesterday after passing south of
Taiwan, the self-ruled island’s Defence
Ministry said of what China has termed a
routine exercise.

The move comes amid renewed ten-
sion over Taiwan, which Beijing claims as
its own, ineligible for state-to-state rela-
tions, following US President-elect
Donald Trump’s telephone call with the
island’s president that upset Beijing. The
Soviet-built Liaoning aircraft carrier has
taken part in previous exercises, includ-
ing some in the South China Sea, but
China is years away from perfecting carri-
er operations similar to those the United
States has practised for decades.

Taiwan’s Defence Ministry said the car-
rier, accompanied by five vessels, passed
southeast of the Pratas Islands, which are
controlled by Taiwan, heading southwest.

The carrier group earlier passed 90
nautical miles south of Taiwan’s south-
ernmost point via the Bashi Channel,
between Taiwan and the Philippines.
“Staying vigilant and flexible has always
been the normal method of maintaining
airspace security,” said ministry
spokesman Chen Chung-chi, declining to
say whether Taiwan fighter jets were
scrambled or if submarines had been
deployed.

Chen said the ministry was continuing
to “monitor and grasp the situation”.

Senior Taiwan opposition Nationalist
lawmaker Johnny Chiang said the
Liaoning exercise was China’s signal to
the United States that it has broken
through the “first island chain”, an area
that includes Japan’s Ryukyu Islands and
Taiwan. In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said people should not read too much
into what the carrier was up to, as its
movements were within the law.

“Our Liaoning should enjoy in accor-
dance with the law freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight as set by international
law, and we hope all sides can respect
this right of China’s,” she told a daily news
briefing. Influential state-run Chinese
tabloid the Global Times said the exercise
showed how the carrier was improving
its combat capabilities and that it should
now sail even further afield.

“The Chinese fleet will cruise to the
Eastern Pacific sooner or later. When
China’s aircraft carrier fleet appears in off-
shore areas of the US one day, it will trig-
ger intense thinking about maritime
rules,” the newspaper said in an editorial.
China has been angered recently by US
naval patrols near islands that China
claims in the South China Sea. This
month, a Chinese navy ship seized a US
underwater drone in the South China
Sea. China later returned it. Japan said
late on Sunday it had spotted six Chinese
naval vessels including the Liaoning trav-
elling through the passage between
Miyako and Okinawa and into the Pacific.

Japan’s top government spokesman
said yesterday the voyage showed
China’s expanding military capability and
Japan was closely monitoring it. China’s
air force conducted long-range drills this
month above the East and South China
Seas that rattled Japan and Taiwan. China
said those exercises were also routine.
Last December, the defence ministry
confirmed China was building a second
aircraft carrier but its launch date is
unclear. The aircraft carrier program is a
state secret.

Beijing could build multiple aircraft
carriers over the next 15 years, the
Pentagon said in a report last year. China
claims most of the South China Sea
through which about $5 trillion in ship-
borne trade passes every year. Neighbors
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan
and Vietnam also have claims. —Reuters
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BEIJING: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) shakes hands with his Sao Tome
counterpart Urbino Botelho after signing an agreement in Beijing yesterday. —AFP


