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Some opposition groups still boycotted last month’s
polls for the same reason, but a majority of the opposition
groups returned to the fray and won nearly half of the 50
seats. The opposition says that the change in the electoral
law in 2012 divided the country on tribal, sectarian and
family lines, and is preparing proposals to amend it.

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday
ordered the opening of a number of ballot boxes of last
month’s polls from the fourth constituency to examine
petitions against the results. The court on Sunday
ordered the opening of several boxes from the second

and third constituencies. The court will sit again today
and in late January to issue its rulings on this issue.

The rapporteur of the Assembly’s public funds pro-
tection committee MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain said the
panel has set its priority list, and it will start discussing
alleged wrongdoing in distribution of state farms, state
funds invested in Kuwait and Gulf Link Co (KGL) and the
issue of Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA). Other issues
to be discussed include the Shell contract and the pro-
posed sale of 50 percent of government-owned compa-
nies. Babtain said the committee will also discuss the
Jaber Stadium, Jaber Causeway, the Kuwaiti loan to
Russia and other issues.

MP proposes redrawing of electoral...
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“The number of Saudis proven to be in conflict areas
is 2,093,” interior ministry spokesman General Mansour
Al-Turki told daily newspaper Al-Hayat. He said that
1,540 of them were in Syria, where militants have
flocked since the Islamic State group seized control of
vast areas in mid-2014.

Another 147 were in Yemen, which is the base of Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, considered by
Washington as the most dangerous affiliate of the glob-
al terror network. Another 31 were believed to be in
Afghanistan or Pakistan, Turki said. Only five were
believed to be in neighboring Iraq, where IS also seized
significant territory in 2014. Turki said 73 Saudis had
also been detained abroad “on charges related to acts of
terrorism”.— Agencies 

Filipina jailed for joining IS
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And today, it’s paid off.” “He’s a hero,” said Denis
Gourlan, 64, among the crowd quayside to welcome
Coville. “It’s really extraordinary what he’s done,” he added.

Joyon had initially set the record for the single-handed

round the world effort in 2004 before Britain’s Ellen
MacArthur beat his mark the following year. Joyon then
reclaimed the mark in 2008. Coville’s record will stand at
least until next year when his compatriot, Francois Gabart,
the winner of the 2012/2013 Vendee globe, will set out to
lower his impressive record. — AFP 

Hero’s welcome for French sailor 

In this Dec 19, 2016 photo, an Iranian shepherd brings back his herd from grasslands in the Talesh mountain area, close to the Caspian Sea, some 430 km northeast of Tehran. Villagers leave their wood-
en cottages in cold seasons due to heavy snowfall, returning in late spring to host tourists.—  AP 

WASHINGTON: The White House orchestrated a “gang-up”
against Israel on last week’s UN settlement vote, its ambassa-
dor to Washington said yesterday, in the latest sign of anger
between the longtime allies. Israel’s ambassador Ron Dermer
said in an interview with CNN that his government plans to
show evidence of the alleged US maneuvering in due time.
“What is outrageous is that the United States was actually
behind that gang-up. I think it was a very sad day, really a
shameful chapter,” the Israeli diplomat told CNN.

“We have clear evidence of it. We will present that evi-
dence to the new administration through the appropriate
channels. And if they want to share it with the US people
they’re welcome to do it,” Dermer said, adding that the Israeli
government is “deeply disappointed” with Washington over
the UN vote. On Friday, the UN Security Council passed a reso-
lution demanding that “Israel immediately and completely
cease all settlement activities in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, including east Jerusalem.”

The United States - which has a veto - refrained from cast-
ing its vote, enabling the adoption of the measure, the first
resolution since 1979 to condemn Israel over its settlement
policy. Dermer accused the Obama administration of helping
Palestinians “wage a diplomatic and legal war against Israel”.
They do not want to negotiate peace with us, which is why
they’ve avoided negotiations for eight years,” he said. “What
do the Palestinians want? What they want is to blame Israel for
the lack of peace and to internationalize the conflict,” Dermer
continued. “What this resolution just did is it gave the
Palestinians ammunition in their diplomatic and legal war
against Israel. And the US not only didn’t stop it, they were
behind it.”

Obama’s soon-to-be successor, president-elect Donald
Trump, who has campaigned on a promise to recognize

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, slammed the position taken by
the White House. Trump, who last week said Washington
should have used its veto to block the resolution, has chosen
as ambassador to Israel the hardliner David Friedman, who
has said Washington will not pressure Israel to curtail settle-
ment building in the occupied West Bank.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu summoned US
Ambassador Daniel Shapiro Sunday to express his displeas-
ure. An official Israeli source confirmed only that Netanyahu
and Shapiro had met, without elaborating on the content or
outcome of their discussions. The text was passed with sup-
port from all remaining members of the 15-member council,
with applause breaking out in the chamber.

The Haaretz daily’s website said that for Israel to summon
an American ambassador was “considered a most unusual
step”. “Even more unusual is the fact that unlike the other
envoys who were summoned on Sunday to the foreign min-
istry, Netanyahu will conduct the conversation himself at his
office,” it said ahead of the meeting. - AFP 
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