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NEW YORK: The WNBA is offering an
assist to players trying to stay safe while
traveling overseas.

The league has partnered with
LiveSafe, a safety communications plat-
form, to provide a mobile security app to
its 60-plus players competing in Russia,
Turkey, China and other countries this
offseason. The app debuted this week
and players are already signing up.

“This was a proactive effort to protect
our players and secure their personal
safety,” WNBA President Lisa Borders said
in a phone interview with The
Associated Press. “Our partner in this
endeavor is LiveSafe. It has multiple fea-
tures and functionality. It’s a real-time
way for our players to ask for help and
receive help in dangerous situations or
threatening environments.”

The app will allow the players to com-
municate directly with the league and its
security team. It also can send security

advisories and notifications to players
when they’re overseas, similar to what
one might get from the state depart-
ment. Borders said that the league’s
security team has been working with
LiveSafe on the app for a while, and that
it was not in reaction to any specific
threat to players.

“We live in a complicated time. We
live in a global environment,” Borders
said. “These young women are some of
the best athletes in the world. They are
citizens of that same world. They experi-
ence cultures and conflicts in the world.
We always want to make sure they are
safe. They are our primary stakeholder in
the league.”

Indiana Fever star Marissa Coleman is
in her third offseason playing in Turkey.
Last January, she left the area near the
Blue Mosque in Istanbul moments
before a suicide bombing occurred
there. “A guy walked by yelling bomb!

Bomb!” Coleman recalled. “We thought
he was toying with us, so we left, and
then my phone started buzzing. First
thing I saw was a CNN update that there
was a bomb outside the Blue Mosque.”

AWESOME
She welcomes the league’s security

initiative. “I think it’s awesome. It’s great
the league is doing that and showing
they care,” Coleman said. “It does get
scary over there. I’m home for the holi-
days, but the last 10 days before I came
home we had three bombings and the
assassination of the ambassador. It’s
good to know the WNBA is on top of
things and that if we need to get out of
there quick, we can.”

Coleman said she’s become more
worried about her safety with more time
in Turkey. “I’ve seen the progression of
how things are escalating. We stick out
like sore thumbs. You can’t avoid certain

things, and it does make you nervous,”
Coleman said. “I’m very hyper aware, vig-
ilant of my surroundings. You never
know.” Seattle Storm forward Alysha
Clark also has vast international playing
experience, spending five years in Israel
before heading to Turkey this year. She
was happy to have the league offer help.

“I’m glad the WNBA has introduced a
new app that offers real-time solutions
to address security and communication
needs for players competing interna-
tionally,” she said. “It has certainly given
us additional peace of mind.”

Borders is proud that the WNBA is the
first professional league to use the app
to support its players outside the U.S.

LiveSafe is used by a few NFL and
MLB stadiums. The company has been
around for 3 1/2 years and allows organi-
zations to customize within the plat-
form. “We are providing the software
and platform,” LiveSafe President and

CEO Carolyn Parent said. “Mobile brings
a whole level of convenience. If you
don’t know who to call or where do I go,
the app and platform dynamically will
know that. It will automatically route to
the security team.” —AP

WNBA offers players security app for safety overseas

SEATTLE: In this April 21, 2016, file
photo, WNBA president Lisa Borders
applauds at a Seattle Storm news con-
ference in Seattle.  — AP

CLEVELAND: Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James, left, and Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry battle for a loose ball in the second half of an
NBA basketball game, Sunday in Cleveland. The Cavaliers won 109-108. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving’s turnaround
jump shot over Klay Thompson with 3.4 sec-
onds left lifted the NBA champion Cleveland
Cavaliers to a 109-108 Christmas Day tri-
umph over the Golden State Warriors on
Sunday. The rematch of last June’s NBA Finals
headlined the league’s holiday slate, and did-
n’t disappoint. The Cavaliers-who rallied from
3-1 down in the championship series last
season to deny the Warriors a second
straight title-trailed most of the game and
were down by as many as 14 earlier in the
fourth quarter.

LeBron James’s rim-rattling dunk with 1:43
to play put Cleveland up 105-103 their first
lead since early in the first quarter-and Irving
capped the comeback with a clutch shot that
recalled his championship-winning three-
pointer in the final minute of game seven
last June. “He’s just a killer on the court,”
Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue said. A beaming
Irving said it was the perfect holiday treat.
“It’s nothing like the playoffs,” Irving said,
“but the intensity was up  there. This is what
you want to be a part of as a professional.”
Irving finished with 25 points, while James
had 31 points and 13 rebounds. 

Kevin Love had 20 points and six
rebounds for the Cavs. Kevin Durant, who
arrived at Golden State as a free agent in the
off-season, was superb in his first appear-
ance in the Warriors-Cavs rivalry. Durant
scored 36 points and pulled down 15
rebounds. But after Irving’s key basket he
was unable to get off a potentially game-
winning shot, getting tangled with Richard
Jefferson and hitting the floor. No foul was
called and time ran out.

“I was trying to make a move. I didn’t fall
on my own,” an irked Durant said. Thompson
scored 24 points and Draymond Green
added 16 despite foul trouble. NBA Most
Valuable Player Stephen Curry scored 15
points but connected on just four of 11 from
the floor. It was a modest showing for the
prolific Curry, but his three-pointer with 1:14
to play put Golden State up 108-105. Curry
gestured to the Cleveland crowd in celebra-
tion, but it proved to be too soon. “We’re
mad, man,” Thompson said. “The way we lost
that game, we gave them a gift.” 

THUNDER 112, TIMBERWOLVES 100
Russell Westbrook had 31 points and 15

assists in Oklahoma City ’s  victor y over
Minnesota. Westbrook had 10 assists in the
second half, but fell short of becoming the
first Thunder player to score at least 40
points in four straight games. Steven Adams
added 22 points, and Enes Kanter had 20.
Karl-Anthony Towns led Minnesota with 26
points, and Andrew Wiggins had 23.

LAKERS 111, CLIPPERS 102
Nick Young and Timofey Mozgov scored

19 points apiece as the Lakers snapped their
11-game losing streak in their rivalry with
the Clippers. Lou Williams and D’Angelo
Russell added 14 points each for the Lakers,
who hadn’t beaten their Staples Center co-
tenants since opening night of 2013-14. The
streak was t ied for  the Lakers’ longest
against  any team since moving to Los
Angeles a half-century ago, and it was the
Clippers’ longest active winning streak
against any opponent. But with Clippers cor-
nerstones Blake Griffin and Chris Paul side-
lined by injuries, the Lakers had a season-
high seven scorers in double digits. They
surged from a halftime deficit to an 18-point
lead during a dynamite third quarter for
their second win in 14 games.

CELTICS 119, KNICKS 114
Isaiah Thomas scored 27 points, Marcus

Smart made a tiebreaking 3-pointer with 47
seconds left after Boston blew a late lead,
and the Celtics beat New York. The Knicks
wiped out a late nine-point deficit with an
out-of-nowhere 11-2 run in a little more than
a minute, but Smart answered with his shot
and Avery Bradley and Al Horford also made
big defensive plays. Jae Crowder and Kelly
Olynyk each had 16 points to help the Celtics
win for the fifth time in six games. Carmelo
Anthony scored 29 points and Derrick Rose
had 25 for the Knicks. They fell to 22-29 in
their NBA-record 51 Christmas appearances.

SPURS 119, BULLS 100
LaMarcus Aldridge had a season-high 33

points  and San Antonio beat  Chicago.
Kawhi Leonard added 25 points and 10
rebounds, and Tony Parker had 13 points
and eight assists. Chicago rallied from a 20-
point deficit to lead by three points midway
through the third quarter but could not sus-
tain the push, taking its third straight loss.
Dwyane Wade led the Bulls with 24 points,
including 10 in the final quarter. Jimmy
Butler added 19 points. — Agencies

Irving’s jumper lifts 

Cavs over Warriors

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 21 8 .724 -
Boston 18 13 .581 4
NY Knicks 16 14 .533 5.5
Philadelphia 7 22 .241 14
Brooklyn 7 22 .241 14

Central Division
Cleveland 23 6 .793 -
Milwaukee 14 14 .500 8.5
Indiana 15 16 .484 9
Chicago 14 16 .467 9.5
Detroit 14 18 .438 10.5

Southeast Division
Charlotte 17 13 .567 -
Atlanta 15 15 .500 2
Washington 13 16 .448 3.5
Orlando 14 18 .438 4
Miami 10 21 .323 7.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 19 12 .613 -

Utah 18 13 .581 1

Portland 13 19 .406 6.5

Denver 12 18 .400 6.5

Minnesota 9 21 .300 9.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 27 5 .844 -

LA Clippers 22 10 .688 5

Sacramento 13 17 .433 13

LA Lakers 12 22 .353 16

Phoenix 9 21 .300 17

Southwest Division
San Antonio 25 6 .806 -

Houston 22 9 .710 3

Memphis 20 12 .625 5.5

New Orleans 11 21 .344 14.5

Dallas 9 21 .300 15.5

NBA Results/Standings
LA Lakers 111, LA Clippers 102; Oklahoma City 112, Minnesota 100; San Antonio 119, Chicago 100; Cleveland 109,
Golden State 108; Boston 119, NY Knicks 114.

NEW YORK: Pop quiz. Name the only team in
the NBA to not lose a game by double digits
this season.

Golden State? Nope.
San Antonio? Wrong.
Cleveland? Incorrect.

It’s the Toronto Raptors, who very quietly
have stayed right in the Cavaliers’ rearview
mirror in the Eastern Conference and look like
a club with the potential for another deep
playoff run.

At 21-8, the Raptors have separated them-
selves from the pack of those chasing one of
the top spots in the East. They weren’t part of
the NBA’s Christmas lineup, surely giving
Toronto fans more fuel for their nobody-
respects-us fires, and instead they’ll take a
franchise-record six-game road winning
streak into Monday night at Portland.

Toronto is a league-best 13-0 in games
decided by 10 points or more this season. All
other teams in the league have been beaten
by 10 or more at least three times already. The
Raptors’ largest margin of defeat so far is
eight points, and the average size of its eight
losses is 4.6 points.

“All the pretty 3-point shots and dunks
and all of that, that’s good,” Raptors coach
Dwane Casey said. “But when it gets to close-
game-time down the stretch, you’ve got to
have that competitive spirit. And that’s what
we’re trying to build on, that toughness when
it counts.” The Raptors took Cleveland to six
games in the Eastern Conference finals last
season. And while the Cavs have essentially
been preordained as the 2017 East champs,
Toronto thinks it has a better team this sea-
son than it did a year ago.

It’s early, but the Raptors lead the East and
rank No. 2 in the NBA in scoring differential -
9.4 points per game. They average fewer
turnovers than anyone in the NBA this sea-
son, have the second -best shooting percent-
age and make nearly 81 percent of their free
throws. “We’re not a finished product,” Casey
said. “There’s a lot we can improve on.”

VOTING BEGINS
Voting started Sunday for the NBA All-Star

Game and will continue through Jan. 16.
There are many ways to participate.
Fans can go to NBA.com/vote and cast a

ballot once every 24 hours or do the same
through the NBA app on their smartphones.
Those on Twitter and Facebook can vote by

listing a player ’s name with the hashtag
#NBAVOTE , or by searching for “NBA Vote All-
Star” on Google and filling out a voting card.

LeBron James and Dwyane Wade are in
line to be picked for the 13th time. Kobe
Bryant’s run as an 18-time All-Star ended with
his retirement after last season, and Chris
Bosh’s streak of 11 consecutive selections will
be halted while he continues dealing with
issues related to blood clots that have kept
him off the floor this season.

Starters will  be announced Jan. 19.
Reserves will be revealed on Jan. 26. The All-
Star Game is Feb. 19 in New Orleans.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Here’s some of the games to watch this week:

Oklahoma City at Miami, Tuesday: Only five
opposing players - Clyde Drexler, Magic
Johnson, Scottie Pippen, Andre Miller and
Rajon Rondo - have ever posted a triple-double
in Miami.  Could Russell Westbrook be next?

Toronto at Golden State, Wednesday:
Warriors won in Toronto 127-121 in
November, in one of the most fun games so
far this season. Here’s the rematch.

Chicago at Indiana, Friday: It’s rare to find
a 4 p.m. tip-off on the NBA schedule. The
Pacers host two such games this season, this
one with the Bulls and Jan. 16 against New
Orleans as part of the NBA’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Day lineup.

New York at Houston, Saturday: The
Rockets, who get minimal credit for anything
done defensively, held Kristaps Porzingis to 0-
for-4 shooting last month.

San Antonio at Atlanta, Sunday: Happy
New Year, Mike Budenholzer. It’s still strange
to see the former Spurs assistant coaching
against Gregg Popovich.

DECIDED EARLY
Detroit hasn’t played many down-to-the-

wire games this season. Out of the Pistons’
first 32 contests, 24 have been decided by at
least 10 points. And that’s a good thing for the
Pistons. They’re 13-11 in those games - and 1-
7 in games decided by nine points or less.

STAT LINE OF THE WEEK
Kyle Lowry, Toronto: He went 11 for 12 from

2-point range, 15 for 20 overall, in the Raptors’
104-98 win in Utah on Friday night. Lowry
scored 36 points and the only 2-pointer he
missed was a play at the rim where he thought
he was fouled in the second quarter. — AP

At 21-8, it might be time 

to keep an eye on Toronto

ABU DHABI: Kuwait’s Wheelchair team
was honored on Sunday as champion in
the concluding ceremony of the 8th
GCC Wheelchair Basketball
Championship, hosted in New York
University’s Abu Dhabi, after defeating
last night Saudi Arabia 62-56.

The Kuwaiti team with eight points
won the championship, followed by
Bahrain with six points after beating
UAE 52-47, while Oman took fifth place
with four points.

Kuwaiti player Yosif Ahmad Khalaf
won best scorer in the tournament, and
Bahraini Nabil Al-Dosari won best three-
point shooter award.

Kuwait ’s embassy First Secretary
Nasser Aba Al-Khail praised, in a state-

ment to KUNA, Kuwaiti team perform-
ance and achievement for the eight con-
secutive time.

For his part, Khalaf in a separate state-
ment to KUNA, said that such achieve-
ment by the team comes as a result of
cooperation and efforts exerted by the
players, administrators, and trainers. Last
night, following the win, Shafi Al-Hajri,
president of Kuwait Disabled Sport Club,
hailed Kuwaiti players’ performance
throughout the championship. For his
part, Ahmad Al-Shatti, the team’s assis-
tant coach, lauded the Kuwaiti team for
adherence by the directions and instruc-
tions made by the technical and admin-
istrative teams that contributed to win-
ing the match. — KUNA

Kuwait Wheelchair basketball 

team honored as champions

SAN ANTONIO: Chicago Bulls guard Dwyane Wade (3) chases the ball against San
Antonio Spurs guard Danny Green during the first half of an NBA basketball game,
Sunday, in San Antonio. — AP


