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BEIJING: China has passed a law that
levies taxes on pollution, but ignores car-
bon dioxide, one of the major contributors
to global warming, according to the web
site of the country’s highest legislative
body. The National People’s Congress
(NPC) standing committee passed the law,
the first to tax polluters, on Sunday, less
than a fortnight after a red alert for smog
left more than 20 cities in the country’s
northeast choking under a heavy haze.

Polluters will be charged for contribut-
ing to air,  water and noise pollution,
according to a copy of the legislation on
the NPC’s official web site. But CO2 did not
make the list, which includes air and water
pollutants such as sulphur dioxide and sul-
fite, taxed at rates beginning at 1.2 Yuan
($0.17) and 1.4 Yuan ($0.20) per unit

respectively. It also stipulates a monthly tax
ranging from 350 to 11,200 Yuan ($50 to
$1612) for noise pollution. The
Environment Tax Law will come into effect
on January 1, 2018.

China is the world’s largest emitter of
greenhouse gases,  due to its heavy
reliance on coal to provide electricity to its
population of 1.37 billion. The fuel has also
contributed to the country’s severe smog
problem. Last week, cities across China’s
northeast went on “red alert” for air pollu-
tion, triggering an emergency response
that included taking large numbers of cars
off the road and closing some factories.
The crisis also spurred a call by Chinese
President Xi Jinping for the country to
develop clean energy sources in order to
reduce smog.—AFP

No tax on CO2 emissions in 
China’s environment law

MINNEAPOLIS: Minnesota’s first-in-the
nation ban on soaps containing the once
ubiquitous germ-killer triclosan takes
effect Jan 1, but the people who spear-
headed the law say it’s already having its
desired effect on a national level. The fed-
eral  government caught up to
Minnesota’s 2014 decision with its own
ban that takes effect in September 2017.
Major manufacturers have largely phased
out the chemical already, with some prod-
ucts being marketed as triclosan-free. And
it’s an example of how changes can start
at a local level. “I wanted it to change the
national situation with triclosan and it
certainly has contributed to that,” said
state Sen. John Mar ty,  an author of
Minnesota’s ban. 

Triclosan once was widely used in
anti-bacterial soaps, deodorants and
even toothpaste. But studies began to
show it could disrupt sex and thyroid
hormones and other bodily functions,
and scientists were concerned routine
use could contribute to the development
of resistant bacteria. And University of
Minnesota research found that triclosan

can break down into potentially harmful
dioxins in lakes and rivers. The group
Friends of the Mississippi River and its
allies in the Legislature, including Marty,
got Gov. Mark Dayton to sign a ban in
2014 that gave the industry until Jan 1,
2017, to comply. 

In September, the FDA banned tri-
closan along with 18 other anti-bacterial
chemicals from soaps nationwide, saying
manufacturers had failed to show they
were safe or more effective at killing
germs than plain soap and water.
However, the FDA allowed the use of
some triclosan products such as Colgate
Total toothpaste, saying it’s effective at
preventing gingivitis. Marty and Trevor
Russell, the water program director for
Friends of the Mississippi River, acknowl-
edged they can’t take direct credit for
the FDA’s action because that rulemak-
ing process began in 1978, though it
didn’t finalize the rule until after a legal
batt le  with the Natural  Resources
Defense Council. 

However, the Minnesota men hope
their efforts helped turn opinions against

the chemical and are confident the state’s
ban helped prod manufacturers to accel-
erate a phase-out that some companies
such as Procter & Gamble and Johnson &
Johnson had already begun. Most major
brands are now reformulated, said Brian
Sansoni, spokesman for the American
Cleaning Institute, a lobbying group.
Soaps containing triclosan on store
shelves are likely stocks that retailers are
just using up, he said. Russell noted he
recently found Dial liquid anti-bacterial
hand soap at two local Wal-Marts, two
supermarkets and a Walgreens. 

The industry is now submitting data to
the FDA on the safety and effectiveness of
the three main replacements, benzalkoni-
um chloride, benzethonium chloride and
chloroxylenol. “Consumers can continue
to use these products with confidence,
like they always have,” Sansoni said. By
going first, Russell said, Minnesota can
identify any issues with implementing the
ban and share it with the rest of the coun-
try. The Minnesota Department of Health
will remind consumers and businesses of
the ban’s start.—AP

Minnesota beats rest of US in banning germ-killer

GANNAN, China: Giant piles of
black manure towering over
cornfields, while rancid-smelling
effluent from thousands of cows
spills onto the land-this is the
price of a glass of milk in China
yesterday. Large-scale dairy farms
have boomed in the Asian giant,
as its near 1.4 billion consumers
overcame centuries of cultural
reluctance to embrace the white
fluid. An economic boom and
government backing transformed
dairy into a $40-billion-a-year
industry, shifting production
away from small-scale producers
towards massive mega farms
with up to 10,000 cattle-and a lot
more waste.

“The smell of the manure... in
the summer it’s very intense,” said
Ren Xiangjun, a farmer in Gannan
county. Pointing at a stream of
green water escaping from under
a grey brick wall at the giant farm
owned by agro-conglomerate
Feihe International, he added:
“You can see how it flows right
out of the farm. Dodging packets
of animal medicine and syringes

littered nearby, he explained:
“The rubbish left after injections
is just thrown here. My land is
directly affected.” When the Feihe
farm opened in 2012 in the
grassy hills of the northern
province of Heilongjiang it said it
had 10,000 cows.

In Daxing village next door, a
woman also surnamed Ren said:
“You can see the manure piled up
like a mountain. There are no
advantages for us. There is just
pollution and noise.” The dairy
industry in China has posted
average yearly growth rates over
12 percent since 2000, due to ris-
ing wealth and desire for the
health benefits of calcium. The
ruling Communist party fanned
the expansion, with former
Premier Wen Jiabao in 2006
expressing a “dream” that Chinese
children should enjoy a daily 0.5
kilograms of dairy products. 

But a 2008 scandal over baby
formula tainted with the industri-
al chemical melamine saw six
children killed and more than
300,000 others affected, shaking

confidence in the industry. The
crisis was blamed on small-scale
farmers using chemicals to inflate
the protein content of their milk
as they scrambled to meet
demand. The Chinese govern-
ment responded by demanding
the creation of large-scale milk
production units. “They thought if
we have scale farms they are easi-
er to regulate and inspect,” said
David Mahon, founder of a
Beijing-based investment firm
specializing in dairy.

Unbearable 
There are large scale farms in

other countries, such as New
Zealand, but rarely with more
than 3,000 cows at a single facili-
ty. By 2014 China boasted 56
farms with 10,000 cows or more,
according to state media — 80
percent of the global total-creat-
ing a string of pollution problems
in several provinces. Estimates
say that just 3,500 cows can pro-
duce 100,000 tons of fluid waste
and effluent a year. Chinese farms
are required to process it into fer-

tilizer, but regulations are often
flouted. “There are some areas of
China that it’s better to visit in
winter, because of the small hills
of effluent. Once it thaws it ’s
unbearable,” said Mahon.

“China is learning about dairy
farming and the lack of experience
has resulted in such things.” In
Gannan residents alleged that local
officials profited from the farm and
took no action against polluters.
AFP was not able to verify the
claims and local food officials could
not be reached for comment. But
attitudes may be starting to shift.
The vice-head of China’s state-
backed Dairy Association, Yang
Liguo was cited in 2014 as saying
“The bigger the scale, the bigger
the environmental, pollution and
bio security problems.” Mahon said
there had been a “genuine rethink”
in Beijing and the Chinese govern-
ment was “looking more and more
to 350 head farms”.

Like a mountain 
Packing more animals together

increases the risk of illnesses such
as brucellosis, which can spread to
humans and cause arthritis. Feihe
employee Wang Dali, who once
mucked out cowsheds at the farm
in Gannan, contracted brucellosis
in 2012, leaving him unable to
work, and now suffers near-con-
stant pain in his joints. He blames
his infection on poor sanitation.
“The cows were packed very close
together,” he said, estimating each
had about 12 square meters.
“There was no way to treat the
manure. We dug a big hole close
to the facility... now it has piled up
like a mountain.”

Feihe denied the residents’ alle-
gations, with a woman who
answered the phone at its Gannan
office saying: “These things are
impossible.” Dismounting from a
tractor a stone’s throw from the
manure piles in Daxing, one farmer
said: “The pollution hasn’t been
cleaned up well. Of course it has an
impact.” Pointing to corn stalks
growing beside syringes, he
added: “We don’t eat these our-
selves. We sell them to the mar-
ket.”—AFP

China’s giant cow farms leave 
neighbors up milk creek

CHINA: This picture shows a worker driving a tractor amongst cows inside a dairy farm near Gannan county, Heilongjiang
province. —AFP Photos

CHINA: This picture shows an area strewn with rubbish and cow manure in front of a dairy farm
(in background) in Gannan county, Heilongjiang province.

CHICAGO: This file photo shows the label of a bottle of antibacterial
soap in a kitchen in Chicago. —AP

ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia: Hundreds of
Mongolians braved frigid weather yester-
day to stage a protest in the country’s
capital demanding that the government
do more to address worsening air pollu-
tion that they fear is sickening their chil-
dren and shortening their lives.

The demonstrators gathered in a
public square in front of government
offices, holding banners with slogans
such as “Let’s give fresh air to our future
children,” “Smog is silent killer” and “We
can’t breathe.” 

“We are desperate and we are organ-
izing this demonstration to make author-
ities feel our frustration and anger,” said
Purevkhuu Tserendorj,  one of the
protest’s organizers and a mother of two.
The air temperature hovered around
minus 20 degrees Celsius (minus 4
Fahrenheit). According to UNICEF, the
United Nations’ children’s agency, air pol-
lution is linked to the three diseases that
have resulted in the most “lost life-years”
in Mongolia. 

The agency said in February that
pneumonia and other respiratory infec-
tions were among the leading causes of
death among Mongolian children under
the age of 5. It said that the lungs of chil-
dren living in highly polluted districts of
Ulaanbaatar, the capital, do not function

as well as those living in rural areas, with
real risks of them suffering chronic respi-
ratory diseases when they’re older. 

The protesters demanded that the
government increase the number of
beds in hospitals that have been over-
crowded with sick children and develop a
plan to reduce air pollution by 80 percent
by 2018. They also urged the govern-
ment to install air filters in kindergartens
in the capital’s slum areas, which are
worst-hit by the pollution. Ulaanbaatar is
one of the world’s coldest capitals, with
temperatures sometimes falling to -40 C
(-40 F) in January, the coldest month of
the year. 

More than half of the city’s 1.3 million
residents have to rely on burning raw
coal, plastic, rubber tires and other mate-
rials to stay warm and cook meals in their
homes. Such areas, where residents live
in traditional round tents that do not
have centralized heating, have been
shrouded in choking smog in recent
days. Responding to the protesters’ calls,
Mongolian Minister of Environment and
Tourism Oyunkhorol Dulamsuren said
that between 2011 and 2015, the gov-
ernment spent more than $37 million
while international donors spent $47 mil-
lion on measures aimed at curbing air
pollution.—AP

Mongolians protest worsening 
smog, despite frigid weather

Iran culls birds after
avian flu outbreak

TEHRAN: I ran has kil led hundreds of
thousands of birds in recent weeks as
avian flu spreads across seven provinces
of the country, officials have reported.
M o re  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  w i l d  b i rd s ,  m o s t l y
geese,  have been found dead in the
M ighan wetland in  centra l  I ran,  the
environmental protection organization
told state news agency IRNA yesterday.
IRNA said 63,000 chickens, along with
800,000 fer t i l ized eggs and day- old
chicks, were culled at a farm in Qazvin
province in recent days after an out-
break of  the deadly H1N8 and H1N5
strains of the disease.

That adds to the 725,000 birds destroyed
since mid-November across the country fol-
lowing nine flu outbreaks, according to a
report from the World Organization for
Animal Health released last week. Licenses for
bird shooting have been suspended due to
fear of infection by migratory birds, and peo-
ple have been advised not to buy game birds
at local markets. Despite a small number of
human deaths in different countries over the
years, the disease is mostly a risk to other
birds, spreading rapidly and killing large
numbers. However, scientists have raised
concerns that bird flu strains could mutate to
be transmitted between humans. —AFP

MADRID: Spanish energy firm Acciona said
yesterday it will compete in the Dakar Rally
next month in Latin America for the third
straight year with the only electric vehicle of
the grueling off-road race. “Next January in
Asuncion (Paraguay) we will once again cross
the starting line of the Dakar, and we will again
be the only zero emissions vehicle,” the compa-
ny said in a statement. “We compete in Dakar
2017 with an electric vehicle because we
believe 100% in the potential of renewable
energy,” it added on the Facebook page of its
Dakar Rally team.

Some 316 vehicles, including 83 cars and
146 motorbikes, are registered for the 39th
Dakar Rally, which will be staged over nearly
9,000 kilometers (5,600  miles) from January 2-
14 in Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay. The race
will set off from the Paraguayan capital of

Asuncion, with race sporting director Marc
Coma promising “the toughest edition in the
history of South American rally-raiding”. Acciona
entered its car in the 2015 Dakar Rally, making it
the first zero-emissions vehicle to compete in
the event, but it pulled out after just three days
due to a navigation system malfunction.

The Team Acciona car, which features a lithi-
um battery pack that is supplemented by solar
panels, was disqualified from the 2016 Dakar
Rally after it failed to make it to the start line for
the 11th stage on time. Founded in 1997,
Madrid-based Acciona focuses on the develop-
ment and management of renewable energy
projects and infrastructure around the world. It
posted a net profit of 348 million Euros ($364
million) during the first nine months of the
year, more than double the 166 million euros it
made during the same period last year. —AFP

Acciona returns to Dakar 
Rally with electric car


