
British pop star George Michael, who rose to fame
with the band Wham! and sold more than 100 mil-
lion albums in his career, has died aged 53, his publi-

cist said on Sunday. "It is with great sadness that we can
confirm our beloved son, brother and friend George
passed away peacefully at home over the Christmas peri-
od," the publicist said in a statement. Thames Valley Police
said the ambulance service had attended a property in
Goring in Oxfordshire, where the singer lived, at 1342 GMT
on Sunday and a 53-year-old man was confirmed dead at
the scene.

"At this stage the death is being treated as unexplained
but not suspicious. A post-mortem will be undertaken in
due course," the police said. Singer Elton John published a
picture of himself with Michael on his Instagram account. "I
am in deep shock. I have lost a beloved friend - the kindest,
most generous soul and a brilliant artist," the British star
wrote. Madonna posted a video of herself presenting
Michael with an award and wrote: "Farewell my Friend!
Another Great Artist leaves us." Michael was due to release
a documentary in 2017 after a period of living as a virtual
recluse in which he hit the headlines for a series of bizarre
incidents linked to drugs.

Earlier this month it was also announced that producer
and songwriter Naughty Boy, whose real name is Shahid
Khan, was working with Michael on a new album for next
year. Michael was best known for his 1980s hits "Last
Christmas", "Freedom", "Careless Whisper" and "Wake Me
Up Before You Go Go" but his career spanned more than
three decades. He won a string of awards including two
Grammies and three Brits. His last album "Symphonica"
(2014) rose to number one in the charts.

'Talented soul'
Many tributes to Michael referred to other music world

deaths in 2016, starting with David Bowie in January and
including Status Quo guitarist Rick Parfitt who died on
Saturday. "2016 - loss of another talented soul. All our love
and sympathy to George Michael's family," the band Duran
Duran, which were 1980s contemporaries of Wham!, said
on their official Twitter account. Referring to him by his
nickname "Yog" (Yours Only George), Wham! co-star
Andrew Ridgeley said he was "heartbroken" by Michael's
death. Canadian musician Bryan Adams tweeted: "I can't
believe it. Such an incredible singer and a lovely human
being, far too young to leave us."

Tributes poured in from outside the music world too.
Football presenter and former England captain Gary
Lineker tweeted: "No, not George Michael as well. Another
musical great leaves us this year. 2016 can just sod off."
"Star Trek" actor George Takei referred to some of Michael's
greatest hits in a tweet, writing: "Rest with the glittering
stars, George Michael. You've found your Freedom, your
Faith. It was your Last Christmas, and we shall miss you."

Drug charges, health scares
Michael was born Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou to a

Greek Cypriot father and English mother in north London
in 1963. He met Ridgeley at high school and the pair went
on to form Wham! in 1981. With their good looks, perma-
tans, highlighted hair and hedonistic image, the duo cap-
tured the go-getting spirit of the age and fast became one
of Britain's biggest pop acts. In 1985, Wham! became the
first Western pop band to perform in China as the country
was slowly beginning to open up to the outside world
under reformist leader Deng Xiaoping.

Following years of speculation over his sexuality,
Michael came out as gay in 1998 after being arrested for
committing a lewd act in the public toilet of a Los
Angeles park. It was the first of several incidents that
were to overshadow his musical career in his later years.

He notched up police cautions for cannabis and crack
cocaine possession and in 2010 was sentenced to eight
weeks in jail after crashing his car into a London shop
while under the influence of cannabis and prescription
medication. In 2011, he spent several weeks in hospital in
Vienna after contracting pneumonia, later saying that he
had been close to death. There were fresh concerns in
2013 when he had to be airlifted to hospital after falling
out of his chauffeur-driven Range Rover as it travelled at
high speed on a motorway. — AFP

Wham!'s influence 

felt in China after 

landmark 1985 concert

George Michael's death brought back memo-
ries in China of the heady 1980s when Wham!
was the first major Western band to play after

the death of Mao Zedong. Chinese who had never
even heard of the band lined up for hours to buy
$1.75 tickets to the 1985 concert in Beijing. Inside the
12,000-strong stadium seated spectators watched in
bewilderment as Michael and  Andrew Ridgeley
danced in big-shouldered jackets with bleached and
feathered hair. 

The backing  dancers' strapless costumes and pol-
ka-dot miniskirts also stunned the audience in China
at a time when people still dressed in similar shades
of green and gray. The Wham! concert influenced
Chinese musicians, who had never seen electric gui-
tars played on stage and began to get interested in
rock 'n' roll. — AP
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In this July 21, 2008, file photo, musician George Michael
performs in concert at Madison Square Garden in New
York.

In this Monday, Jan 31, 1989 file photo, George Michael
accepts one of his three American Music Awards during
ceremonies in Los Angeles.

In this Monday, Oct 18, 1993, file photo, pop star George Michael, 30, outside the Royal
Courts of Justice in London at the start of his court action against Sony Music
Entertainment (UK) Ltd.

In this April 10, 1997, file photo, George Michael, left, and Stevie Wonder perform ‘Living
for the City’ at the ‘4th annual VH1 Honors’ in Universal City, Calif.

In this April 7, 1985 file photo, George Michael and
Andrew Ridgeley of the British group WHAM! per-
form during a concert in Peking, China.

In this Monday, Dec 1, 2008 file photo, George Michael
performs at the Zayed Sports City Stadium in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, on the last stop of his 25 Live tour.

In this Sept 9, 2012 file photo, British singer George Michael performs at a concert to raise money for the AIDS charity
Sidaction, during the Symphonica tour at Palais Garnier Opera house in Paris, France. — AP/AFP photos

In this Saturday, July 2, 2005 file photo, British singer George Michael accompanied by other musicians and children
from Africa wave to the crowds goodbye at the finale the Live 8 concert in Hyde Park, London.

British pop star George Michael dies aged 53

In this July 13, 1985, file photo, from left, George Michael of Wham!, concert promoter Harvey Goldsmith, Bono of U2,
Paul McCartney, concert organizer Bob Geldof and Freddie Mercury of Queen join in the finale of the Live Aid famine
relief concert, at Wembley Stadium, London.


