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PHILADELPHIA: Ish Smith #1 of the Philadelphia 76ers passes an alley-oop to Nerlens Noel #4 against the Golden State Warriors on Saturday at
the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Warriors defeated the 76ers 108-105. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Harrison Barnes hit a 3-
pointer with 0.2 seconds remaining and the
Golden State Warriors escaped with a 108-105
victory over the Philadelphia 76ers on
Saturday. Klay Thompson had 32 points and
Stephen Curry scored 23 points for the
Warriors, who nearly blew a 24-point second-
half lead. Draymond Green added 10 points
and 13 rebounds for Golden State, which
opened a three-game road trip with their
sixth straight victory while matching the
NBA’s best start through 47 games. They tied
the 1966-67 76ers, who also won 43 of their
first 47. Isaiah Canaan had 18 points to lead
the 76ers, who dropped to 7-41.

PACERS 109, NUGGETS 105, OT
Monta Ellis scored a season-high 32 points

and grabbed nine rebounds to lead the
Indiana Pacers past the Denver Nuggets. Ellis
missed a 3-pointer with the game tied at 99 as
regulation ended, but he converted a three-
point play with 20.4 seconds left in overtime
to seal it and send the Pacers to a second
straight victory. Danilo Gallinari led Denver
with 23 points, and Kenneth Faried added 16
points and 12 rebounds. Pacers starting cen-
ter Ian Mahinmi sat out with sore lower back.

RAPTORS 111, PISTONS 107
DeMar DeRozan had 29 points and the

Toronto Raptors beat the Detroit Pistons to
push the team’s franchise-best win streak to
11 consecutive games. Kyle Lowry had 18
points and backup center Bismack Biyombo
added 12 points and 13 assists. Cory Joseph
also had 16 points off the bench. Reserve
guard Brandon Jennings led the way for
Detroit with 22 points, with starter Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope contributing 15. Andre
Drummond had 11 points and 12 rebounds
for his NBA-leading 39th double-double.

PELICANS 105, NETS 103
Jrue Holiday hit a 15-foot shot with 1.3 sec-

onds remaining and the New Orleans Pelicans
held off the Brooklyn Nets. New Orleans’
Anthony Davis scored 20 points and grabbed
16 rebounds in his first game back after sitting
out with a concussion. Davis started 0 for 10
from the floor before finding his rhythm. The
Pelicans (18-28) and Davis were helped by
Ryan Anderson’s 24 points off the bench.
Holiday’s final shot gave him a team-best 26
points. Brook Lopez scored 33 points and had
10 rebounds to lead the Nets, who lost for the
third straight game and allowed an opponent
to shoot 44 percent or better for the 12th con-
secutive game.

SPURS 117, CAVALIERS 103
LeBron James scored 29 points and Kevin

Love and Kyrie Irving added 21 apiece as the
Cleveland Cavaliers finally took down one of
the NBA’s elite teams, beating the San
Antonio Spurs. The Cavs won their fourth
straight under coach Tyronn Lue, who was
promoted after David Blatt was fired on Jan.
22. Cleveland came in 0-5 against San
Antonio, Golden State and Chicago, three top-
tier teams who figure to contend with them
for a title this season. Kawhi Leonard scored
24 and LaMarcus Aldridge 15 for the Spurs.

WIZARDS 123, ROCKETS 122
John Wall had 19 points, 13 assists and

eight rebounds and the Washington Wizards
rallied for a win over the Houston Rockets to
snap a three-game losing streak. Ramon

Sessions had 17 points off the bench, Jared
Dudley had 16 points and Marcin Gortat had
13 points and 11 rebounds. The Wizards shot
52 percent. James Harden had 40 points, 11
assists and seven rebounds, but Houston lost
its third straight. Dwight Howard had 20
points and seven rebounds for the Rockets
but was ejected for the second straight game.

GRIZZLIES 121, KINGS 117
Jeff Green scored 29 points, Marc Gasol

had 22 points, six rebounds and five assists,

and the Memphis Grizzl ies thwar ted a
fourth-quarter rally to defeat the Sacramento
Kings.  The Kings,  who lost their  four th
straight, pulled within 118-117 on a 3-point-
er from Darren Collison with 18.7 seconds
left. Courtney Lee converted two free throws
for a 120-117 lead. On the next possession,
Coll ison lost the ball,  the Kings’ 19th
turnover, and Memphis held on for its third
straight win and ninth in the last 11. Rudy
Gay led the Kings with 21 points, including
13 in the fourth. — AP

Barnes’ late 3-pointer lifts 
Warriors over 76ers, 108-105

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W L PCT GB

Toronto 32 15 .681 —
Boston 27 21 .563 5.5
New York 23 26 .469 10
Brooklyn 12 36 .250 20.5
Philadelphia 7 41 .146 25.5

Central Division
Cleveland 34 12 .739 —
Chicago 26 19 .578 7.5
Indiana 25 22 .532 9.5
Detroit 25 23 .521 10
Milwaukee 20 29 .408 15.5

Southeast Division
Atlanta 27 21 .563 —
Miami 26 21 .553 0.5
Charlotte 22 25 .468 4.5
Washington 21 24 .467 4.5
Orlando 20 25 .444 5.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 36 13 .735 —
Portland 22 26 .458 13.5
Utah 21 25 .457 13.5
Denver 18 30 .375 17.5
Minnesota 14 34 .292 21.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 43 4 .915 —
LA Clippers 31 16 .660 12
Sacramento 20 27 .426 23
Phoenix 14 34 .292 29.5
LA Lakers 9 40 .184 35

Southwest Division
San Antonio 39 8 .830 —
Memphis 28 20 .583 11.5
Dallas 27 22 .551 13
Houston 25 25 .500 15.5
New Orleans 18 28 .391 20.5

NBA Results/Standings

Cleveland 117, San Antonio 103; Houston 122, Washington 123; Memphis 121, Sacramento 117; Indiana
109, Denver 105 (OT); Toronto 111, Detroit 107; New Orleans 105, Brooklyn 103; Philadelphia 105, Golden
State 108.

BERLIN:  Former German FA (DFB) presi-
dent and ex-FIFA official Theo Zwanziger is
due in court tomorrow over comments he
made last year, claiming Qatar is “the can-
cer of world football”.  The 70-year-old
trained lawyer will appear in Duesseldorf’s
regional court when his case starts after the
Qatar Football Association (QFA) filed a civil
lawsuit for damages over his comments
concerning the Arab States’ hosting of the
2022 World Cup.

The case highlights the sensitivity sur-
rounding the decision in December 2010
by world football’s governing body FIFA to
award the tiny Arab state the right to stage
a World Cup finals. The QFA is suing after
Zwanziger told public broadcaster
Hessischer Rundfunk: “I have always said
that Qatar was a cancerous growth on
world football. It all started with that deci-
sion.”Switzerland’s prosecutor is investigat-
ing both FIFA’s decision to award the 2018
World Cup finals to Russia and the 2022
tournament to Qatar amidst accusations of
bribery and corruption.

The Qataris want to prevent any repeti-
tion of the comments from Zwanziger, who
was elected to FIFA’s executive committee
from 2011-2015, and was DFB president

from 2006 until 2012.
Zwanziger is confident about his chance

of winning his case, while the Qataris view
the Germans’ words as “unacceptable slan-
der and vilification” of the Arab state and
it’s citizens, according to court documents.
“The case is quite simple. In Qatar, I proba-
bly wouldn’t be allowed to say that. But
here I can,” Zwanziger told SID, an AFP sub-
sidiary.  “It comes down to sharply criticis-
ing something that is incompatible with
my social ideas. Of course, I’ll be in court.”

Zwanziger’s lawyer has submitted a 22-
page response to the civil lawsuit, which
contains a biological clarification of the
word ‘cancer’.  He has repeatedly criticised
the awarding of the World Cup to Qatar,
but insists his words were directed against
FIFA’s system of awarding the 2022 World
Cup and the choosing of Qatar, not at the
country itself or it’s citizens.  Zwanziger is
being sued for the nominal sum of 100,000
euros ($108,305).

Frankfurt authorities are currently inves-
tigating Zwanziger and two other former
DFB officials for suspected tax fraud over
an irregular 6.7 million euros payment to
FIFA relating to the 2006 World Cup, which
was held in Germany. — AFP

Ex-FIFA official faces
court over Qatar slur

DOHA: FIFA presidential frontrunner
Sheikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa told
AFP yesterday that only he or Europe’s
Gianni Infantino can win the race to
become leader of world football.  The
Asian Football Confederation president
also said any candidate who does not have
“a minimum number” of votes should not
stay in the contest for the February 26
vote, piling pressure on the other three
campaign contenders.  South African
media are already speculating that the
only African candidate Tokyo Sexwale
could withdraw this week, though he
denied this to AFP.  Asked who how many
candidates had a chance of winning the
presidency of the scandal-tainted FIFA, the
Bahrain sheikh said: “Realistically for the
five, I think two.”

Pressed on who they are, he added: “I
think Gianni has the support of the (UEFA)
confederation and I think Asia has its can-
didate. From what I hear, from what I feel, I
think its between me and him.”

Infantino is the UEFA general secretary.
The other three candidates are Sexwale
from South Africa, Jordan’s Prince Ali bin
Hussein, a former FIFA vice president, and
Jerome Champagne from France, a former
FIFA official.

Speaking in English and Arabic, Sheikh
Salman said he was increasingly confident
of victory. “When I took the decision to run
in the election, I thought I had a good
chance.

FIFA DEAL LOOMS 
“And now we are approaching the elec-

tion date and after all the last contacts
with the confederations and the national
federations, I am confident and optimistic
and I can see that things are improving day
by day.” He added: “From my point of view
things are more than good.” All 209 FIFA
member associations will vote at a special
congress in Zurich for a successor for Sepp
Blatter, who stepped down and was subse-
quently banned from FIFA, following cor-

ruption allegations engulfing football’s
governing body.  The sheikh and Infantino
are seen as the frontrunners and he hinted
that a deal between the two could be pos-
sible ahead of the vote.  “You have to leave
the door always open, you cannot shut the
door on any candidate.”

He was speaking in Doha after attend-
ing the finals of the AFC Under 23 champi-
onship, which finished on Saturday.

Infantino was also in Qatar over the
weekend, as well  as Sexwale.  Sheikh
Salman added that anyone who had no
chance of winning should now consider
dropping out of the race.

“Well, I think that, you know, any candi-
date who feels that he cannot bring, let’s
say, a minimum number (of votes), I don’t
think he should continue.”

In his election manifesto, he has argued
for more than 32 national sides to play at
each World Cup and said on Sunday that
no more than 40 teams should contest the
tournament.

He also reiterated his support for
Qatar’s controversial hosting of the tourna-
ment in 2022. During his campaign the
sheikh has been criticised by human rights
groups who accuse him of involvement in
the oppression of pro-democratic demon-
strations in 2011 in Bahrain and the use of
torture, claims which he denies.

The rival candidates have been on a
globetrotting campaign seeking support
for their bids to take over FIFA. The world
football body is reeling from US corruption
charges against 39 football officials, mar-
keting executives and two companies.
Swiss investigators are looking into the
attribution of the 2018 and 2022 World
Cups to Russia and Qatar respectively.

Blatter is separately under formal inves-
tigation in Switzerland for criminal mis-
management over a “disloyal” $2 million
payment made to UEFA  president Michel
Platini. Blatter and Platini were banned
from all football activity for eight years by
FIFA’s ethics tribunal in December. — AFP

Sheikh Salman says FIFA 
race is duel with Infantino

DOHA: The head of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) and FIFA presidential
candidate, Bahraini Sheikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa answers AFP journalists’
questions during an interview yesterday in the Qatari capital Doha.   FIFA presiden-
tial frontrunner Sheikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa told AFP that only he or
Europe’s Gianni Infantino can win the race to become FIFA’s next president. — AFP

GLASGOW:  Ross County came from behind
to shock 10-man Celtic 3-1 at Hampden Park
yesterday to reach the Scottish League Cup
final.

Celtic had made a dream start with Gary
Mackay-Steven opening the scoring after
just 25 seconds but Martin Woods levelled
matters from the penalty spot in the 15th
minute after Efe Ambrose was sent off for
bringing down Alex Schalk.

County moved ahead in the 48th minute
courtesy of a Paul Quinn header before
Schalk made it 3-1 15 minutes later with a
shot into the roof of the net from a tight
angle. Leigh Griffiths then saw his 76th
minute penalty saved as County,  who
famously knocked Celtic out of the Scottish
Cup at the same stage in 2010 while they
were a First Division side, held on to send
the holders out and end the Glasgow giants’
hopes of a domestic treble.

Celtic’s start couldn’t have been better as
Callum McGregor threaded a ball between
two Ross County players for Griffiths who
rolled the ball across the box for Mackay-
Steven to tap in.

Ambrose then had a header cleared off
the line from Richard Foster as Celtic came
close to adding another. County didn’t take
long to settle and soon had a chance of their
own as Schalk forced Craig Gordon into a
superb save with a rasping strike from the
edge of the box.

A moment of madness from Ambrose
then allowed County to level the match.
Jackson Irvine’s clever flick released Schalk
and the striker was sent  tumbling to the

ground following contact with Ambrose. 
Referee Craig Thomson didn’t hesitate in

showing the Celtic defender a straight red
card and Woods expertly despatched the
resultant penalty as he sent Gordon the
wrong way.

Celtic manager Ronny Deila brought on
new signing Erik Sviatchenko for his debut
as he reorganised his side and it was the
Hoops who continued to press despite
being down to 10 men. 

Stuart Armstrong came close with a curl-
ing effort that landed on the roof of the net
before County ‘keeper Scott Fox parried a
Mikel Lustig header before bravely saving at
the feet of Nir Bitton and Sviatchenko.

Ross County soon made their extra man
advantage count with a goal just over two
minutes after the restart. 

Captain Andrew Davies did well  to
stretch and head a corner to the back post
back into the centre of the six-yard box
where Quinn bulleted a header past Gordon.

County then exploited the gaps in Celtic’s
defence to move further ahead in the 63rd
minute.  Irvine threaded a pass to Schalk
down the inside left-channel and the Dutch
striker unleashed a powerful strike from a
tight angle that flew into the roof of the net.

Celtic were presented with a golden
chance in the 76th minute when referee
Thomson awarded a penalty when substi-
tute Brian Graham handled in the box but
Griffiths, normally deadly from the spot,
saw his effort kept out by the legs of Fox.
Ross County will  play Hibernian in the
final. —AFP

WOLFSBURG: Wolfsburg’s Vieirinha, left, and Cologne’s Matthias Lehmann, right,
challenge for the ball during the German Bundesliga soccer match between VfL
Wolfsburg and 1. FC Cologne in Wolfsburg, Germany, yesterday. —AP

Ross County stun Celtic to 
reach Scottish League final


