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For the first time since Hala February was
launched 17 years ago, the festival’s
administration decided to hold a musical

concert on Saturday. Although the next day
was a regular working day, the 2,000-seat the-
atre at the Ice Skating Rink was fully booked.
Four singers participated in the concert, and
the majority of the audience comprised of
youngsters who stayed at the theatre until 4:30
am. 

The third musical concert of the festival
started at 10:45 pm with young Kuwaiti singer
Ibrahim Dashti. He participated in the popular
reality show ‘Star Academy’ in 2009, and
although he didn’t win, he became famous and
started producing singles, and released an
album last year. He is also an actor and TV pre-
senter. Dashti had many fans at the concert
who were singing his popular songs, and he
also sang a song in Turkish. As the concert
started late and three other singers were on
the program, the organizers made him finish

soon, so he abruptly concluded at 11:35 pm
while his fans were shouting for him not to
leave.    

The second singer to come onstage was
young Kuwaiti singer Musaed Al-Blushi, who
began at midnight. Blushi has released five
albums, but only a few of his songs have been
popular. His fans enjoyed singing with him till
he concluded at 1:05 am.

The third star of this concert was the long-
awaited Iraqi singer Hatem Al-Iraqi, who came
onstage at 1:40 am. He expressed his great
honor and happiness to finally perform in
Kuwait for the first time, although his songs are
very popular in Kuwait. His fans couldn’t stop
applauding, whistling and calling his name. He
is known for his romantic sad songs and
mawwals. He started singing in the early 1990s,
and became the first folkloric singer in Iraq. His
fame spread internationally and he released his
first album in 2002, which was followed by oth-
er albums. He concluded at 3:10 am, while fans
were calling on him to stay and continue
singing. 

Iraqi’s performance was not without contro-
versy, as people were upset by a decision by
the Ministry of Information to cut the live
broadcast on KTV and radio stations 103.7 and
93.3 of the concert after Blushi finished. Some
bloggers posted comments that this decision
came as some people refused to have an Iraqi
singer singing at the festival, while some
explained that there were concerns of a repeti-
tion of the scenes that took place with Tamer
Hosni the previous night.

This concert concluded with young
Moroccan singer Saad Lamjarred, who came
onstage at 3:45 am. Even at such a late hour,
more than half of the audience was still pres-
ent to enjoy the last part of the concert. He
participated in the popular show ‘Super Star’ in
2007, and in 2009 released his first song in
California.  Lamjarred welcomed the audience
in English and then said in Arabic that he was
extremely happy to sing in Kuwait for the first
time, and that Kuwait is the first Gulf country to
invite him to hold a concert. He concluded at
4:30 am. 

Hala February festival
celebrated with Dashti, Al-Blushi, Al-Iraqi and Lamjarred

“Grease,” the 1950s-set musical
romp that was a stage and
screen smash in the 1970s, is

rebooting as a Broadway-meets-Hollywood
hybrid for its 21st-century television close
up.  Fox ’s  “Grease:  Live” (7-10 pm EST
Sunday) aims to revisit the puppy-love story
of Sandy and Danny, played by Julianne
Hough and theater veteran Aaron Tveit,
with a supercharged blend that weds the-
ater’s immediacy and cinematic flair. Instead
of one stage, the broadcast is using several
indoor sets and outdoor studio locations to
create Rydell High School, including its gym
and exterior, along with teen hangouts
including the Frosty Palace soda shop. A
small army of camera operators will  be

deployed to capture the action in close-up
and longer shots.

Some of the 20 cameras will be taken
offline - almost unprecedented in live TV -
and shifted among nearly four-dozen posi-
tions in the production, which is being
shot at the Warner Bros. lot in Burbank,
Calif. Cast members will be on the move
too, relying on golf carts to rush them from
one scene to another during commercial
breaks. Rain was predicted Sunday, but
umbrellas are at hand and the show will go
on, producer Paramount Television said.

“Grease: Live” is building on the current
small-screen fascination with musicals,
which started with NBC’s l ive telecasts
including “The Sound of Music” and “The

Wiz” and may include “Hairspray,” also from
NBC,  and,  f rom ABC,  a  possible movie
update of “Dirty Dancing.” In a Friday night
dress rehearsal performed before an eager
friends-and-family audience, the intricate
puzzle came together precisely, starting
with an elaborate, continuous-shot open-
ing with Jessie J singing “Grease (is the
word)” as she roamed the studio and end-
ing with an outdoor carnival scene. “We’ll
do i t  stra ight  through,  l ike  we’ l l  do i t
Sunday for  143 mi l l ion of  our  c losest
friends,” director Thomas Kail (“Hamilton”)
told the audience at the start. He is over-
seeing the stage direc t ion,  with  Alex
Rudzinski serving as the live television
director.

(Kail was indulging in a flourish of rat-
ings hyperbole -  “ The Sound of Music,”
NBC’s biggest live-musical draw, was seen
by 19 million viewers.) After the rehearsal
wrapped on t ime,  a  beaming Hough
flashed a thumbs-up sign to the crowd. In
that three-hour window, cast members and
an ensemble of dancers and singers franti-
cally switched costumes and sometimes
hairstyles and makeup as they pivoted from
one scene to the next in real time. The TV
musical includes Vanessa Hudgens as Rizzo,
Carly Rae Jepsen as Frenchy, Keke Palmer as
Marty, Ana Gasteyer as Principal McGee and
Mario Lopez as slick DJ Vince Fontaine.

Original “Grease” stars Didi Conn, who
played Frenchy, and Barry Pearl, who co-

starred as Doody, are back in cameos. A
smiling Conn, decked out in a waitress out-
fit, drew applause and shouts from the audi-
ence when she dropped by the gym set pre-
rehearsal. Other crowd-pleasing moments
included a performance by guest stars Boys
II Men of “Beauty School Dropout”; a cheer-
leader challenge between Hough’s Sandy
and Elle McLemore’s Patty, and a cleverly-
staged sequence that moves a Palmer solo
of “Freddy My Love” from a girls’ sleepover
to a USO stage show and back again. And
no surprise here: Big cheers greeted the
high-energy dance contest scene in which
Hough, Tveit and the entire cast got to show
off their moves and the audience rocked out
to “Born to Hand Jive.” —AP
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