
KUWAIT: Finance Ministry
Undersecretary Khalifa Hamada
stressed that recommendations
made by international advisor Ernst &
Young on subsidies were still being
reviewed and studied by two com-
mittees from the finance ministry
and the subsidies committee.
“Submitting recommendations and
studies to the Cabinet does not mean
a decision will be made. The study
recommended using the new prices
by the beginning January, but what
the government decides is some-
thing else,” he underlined, noting
that there was a huge difference
between recommendations, studies
and decisions.  

Hamada added that according
to the study, energy consumed 70
percent of the total subsidies and
that fuel and electricity prices would
be prioritized, though the Cabinet’s
final decision had not been made yet.
However, he stressed that the new
fuel prices were not yet set. Hamada
also noted that 85 percent of vehicles
in Kuwait consume special (95
octane) petrol and that this was more
than what is being locally produced,
and thus the government imports
the balance at high prices.                            

Moreover, Hamada denied inten-
tions to discriminate between

Kuwaiti and expat consumers in
terms of fuel prices and that this was
not recommended by the study as it
would lead to misusing the dual
prices. “Fuel prices will be the same
for both citizens and expats,” he
emphasized. Speaking about elec-
tricity, Hamada also stressed that the
tariffs would be set according to con-
sumption rates and that prices would
get higher the higher those rates
were.

12 percent
Meanwhile, well-informed sources

said that the study on financial
reform and subsidies’ rationalization
submitted by the finance ministry to
the Cabinet estimated subsidies-
related inflation at 2.2 percent and

that Kuwaiti families deserving subsi-
dies would be financially compensat-
ed. 

The sources explained that
according to the study, Kuwaitis were
divided into four groups according to
their monthly and annual incomes.
The first category was those with lim-
ited income of less than KD 1,500 a
month or KD 18,000 a year. “This cat-
egory forms 12 percent of Kuwaiti
families and will still receive subsi-
dies,” stressed the sources, noting
that the second category included
families with incomes between KD
1,500-3,000 a month, who formed 41
percent of Kuwaiti families.
“Subsidies for these families will be
considered according to some fac-
tors such as the number of family
members,” explained the sources.

On the other hand, the sources
explained that the third category in
the study included Kuwaiti families
with above -medium monthly
income of KD 3,000-4,500, that
formed 28 percent of Kuwaiti fami-
lies, who would not deserve any sub-
sidies. The fourth and last category
included Kuwaiti families with above
KD 4,500 in monthly income, who
formed 19 percent of Kuwaitis, and
would not receive subsidies either.
— Al-Rai, Al-Jarida 
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, was ranked
fourth among Campaign Middle East’s list
of the Top 10 Middle East and North
Africa commercials of the year 2015.
Campaign ME is the Middle East edition
of the UK’s leading magazine for the
advertising and media industry.

During Ramadan 2015, Zain launched
its acclaimed TVC “We Know You Well” in
two versions, one with a male leading
role, and the other with a female leading
role. Combined, the two versions
achieved nearly 1.5 million views on
YouTube. The idea behind the TVC reflects
Zain’s role as a leading Kuwaiti company
that understands the needs and interests
of the local community. The TVC was cre-
ated by Bustop, Directed by Abdulaziz Al
Jasmi, and produced by Cinemagic.

This ranking comes in light of Zain’s
distinguished advertising and media
involvement, and it further showcases the
company’s role as a leading private sector
company launching several advertising
campaigns all year round. Zain will con-
tinue supporting this very important field
which carries significant and informative
messaging to the public at large and the
communications world as a whole,
whether through traditional or modern

media tools. 
It is worth noting that Zain Kuwait

recently received four titles as part of the
Advertising Creativity Award 2015, which
was organized for the third year by the
Arab Media Forum. Zain was awarded
with four titles as part of the Creativity,
Effect, Voluntary, charitable, and humani-
ty, as well as the top brands of 2015 cate-
gories. All Zain TVCs can be found on
Zain’s official YouTube channel by visiting
youtube.com/zaintelecom. 

Ido not like going into politics because I do not play
‘politics’ or sail in its waters. Yet, there is a very clear
and obvious thing that needs to be highlighted and

warned of. Iran is the unrivaled master of the Middle
East. It is leading various incidents, redrawing maps and
creating real life facts on the ground. I am not saying this
out of love or praise of Iran nor out of hate and antago-
nizing it. Unfortunately, this is a fact. Iran has been tam-
pering with surrounding regional countries and man-
aged to control three of them - Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 

Iran is absolutely the master of wars, while, if it
wished to do so, it can be the master of peace in those
countries. I need not mention any further details
because many politicians and other writers are more
capable of doing so in detail and more because it is facts
that speak for themselves, not fantasies nor wishes. 

What I strongly want to warn of today is Iran’s expan-
sion outside the immediate region and into Tunisia. Yes,
oh Arabs. Iran is in Tunisia and has already started acting
there, extending its arms beyond many limits. Are you

aware of that? Does Tunisia mean anything to you? Well,
even if you do not care about Tunisia, at least have some
fear of Iran’s possible extension and expansion to the
doorsteps of Arab Africa after their project in Egypt
failed with the fall of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Tunisia is a poor country with limited resources and
ever since its revolution, it has been suffering from finan-
cial and economic problems. It is bordered by a country
on fire and is afraid that such fire might blow into its bor-
ders. Arabs can save Tunisia from the Iranian ghoul by
financially and economically supporting it through
investments the way they did with Egypt, though Tunisia
is not as politically, militarily, humanly and demographi-
cally significant as Egypt. However, this does not justify
ignoring it, and let us take the example of Lebanon that
had been considered so weak that it eventually fell into
Iranian control and became soft dough in Iranian hands. 

Arabs...save Tunisia before it is too late! 
— Translated by Kuwait Times

Arabs, save Tunisia! 

Al-Anbaa

By Saleh Al-Shayeji

A
l-Jarida

Crime
R e p o r t

Haris attacked, robbed

An Egyptian haris (building janitor) was stabbed by a
man who claimed to be looking for an apartment, then
took the building revenue of KD 3200. The man told
police that a thief attacked him in his room after pre-
tending to be interested in renting a flat in the build-
ing. The thief stabbed the haris and fled with the mon-
ey. Detectives are working on the case. 

Missing boy found, youth help search

Kuwaiti youth in Mutla area helped police find a missing
child and return him to his family. Policemen received a
report about the missing boy and set up a search. They
were then joined by local youth who had heard about the
missing child. The boy was found unharmed an hour after
his disappearance was reported. A security source said
the boy is in good condition and was handed back to his
family.

Man beaten in his home

A Jordanian man was beaten by two citizens in his
house, as he knows the two and have financial disputes
with them. The Jordanian went to Nugra police station
and reported that he was beaten and threatened by
two citizens who came to his house to talk over their
problems. When police called the two they did not
answer, so the case was referred to detectives.

Woman pregnant after being drugged

A Filipina woman accused an Egyptian man of making
her pregnant after giving her a cup of juice laced with a
tranquilizer and complained against him. Detectives
are looking for the suspect. In another incident, an
Indian man sought the help of police in Kheitan as two
persons threatened him with an axe and robbed him of
his wallet and mobile phone. He said the two, wearing
training suits, stopped him and asked him for the mon-
ey he had, so he handed them his wallet. Detectives are
working on the case.

Man caught with helpers

A citizen caught his Indian driver with his Ethiopian domes-
tic helpers and reported the incident at the Hadiya police
station. Policemen went to the house and were allowed in
and arrested the two. They were sent to residency detec-
tives to be deported.

Business told to change name tied 
to Amir mosque bombing comment

KUWAIT: The Commerce and Industry Ministry asked the
owner of local business, a car repair shop to change its
name after it was discovered that the business was called
“Hatholy Eyali.” The phrase was used by His Highness the
Amir when he visited the Imam Al-Sadeq mosque after it
was attacked by a suicide bomber on June 26, 2014. The
Arabic phrase means “those are my children.” Sources said
that there is nothing in the law that prohibits issuing a
business license in this name but because of the special
considerations, the Commerce Ministry will reconsider the
name.

Zain Kuwait ranked fourth among

Top 10 MENA commercials in 2015

96,000 registered

‘bedoons’ in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The Central System
for Remedy of Situation of
Illegal Residents said the
number of those registered
at the Public Authority for
Civil Information (PACI), and
has the system’s ID is 96,000
individuals until Dec 2015.
President of the body Saleh
Al-Fadhaleh said the number
of bedoons in the country
before the Iraqi invasion and
before the creation of the sys-
tem was 220,000, and
dropped to 96,000 with chil-
dren below five years and others registered in PACI, adding
that the number may increase or decrease due to the num-
ber of births and deaths.

He said the number of those registered at PACI and do not
have an ID is nearly 1,000, while the number of those who
revealed their original nationalities is 7,243 individuals since
the establishment of the apparatus.

Meanwhile, the sorting and inspection process by the
body resulted in dividing the illegal residents into 11 groups:

1- Individuals who have a relation to a Kuwaiti father or
grandfather.

2- Individuals who have a relation to a Kuwaiti son, broth-
er or uncle and were included in the 1965 state census or
before.

3- Minor and adult children of Kuwaiti widows whose hus-
bands’ death took place five years earlier, in agreement with
Kuwait nationality law.

4- Minor children of Kuwaiti divorced women with the
elapsing of seven years since their divorce, in agreement with
Kuwait nationality law, provided that the children’s residence
in Kuwait continued since their birth, and in case there are
adult children, they will be considered for naturalization
according to Kuwait nationality law.

5- Spouses of Kuwaitis who were included in the 1965
census and have children and 10 years have passed since
their marriage.

6- Individuals who have a relation to a dead naturalized
mother, son, brother, or uncle, and were in the 1965 state
census or before.

7- Individuals who were in the 1960 state census or
before.

8- Individuals who were counted in the 1965 census or
before who actually participated in military operations and
were approved by the defense and foreign ministries.

9- Workers in the military, government sector, govern-
ment companies and banks, and served before the invasion,
that is at least 16 continuous years or 20 intermittent years,
and were in the 1965 state census or before.

10- Individuals who were in the 1965 state census or
before who have post-graduate degrees and skills the coun-
try needs.

11- Those who served the country with significant servic-
es that help the state’s higher interest according to rules and
standards approved by the apparatus. — Al-Qabas

Saleh Al-Fadhalah

KUWAIT: The Education Ministry
removed eight books from school
libraries following complaints from par-
ents of students that the books con-
tained unsuitable ideas and photos. All
books including textbooks and library
books are first reviewed by an ‘inspec-
tion committee’ within the Ministry of
Education and must be approved before
being allowed to be stocked in public
school libraries. 

Educational sources said Director of
Libraries Department Ahmad Al-
Kandary wrote to the directors of
Kuwait’s educational zones and the reli-
gious institute to remove the controver-
sial books from school libraries. He said
comments about some unsuitable ideas
and pictures in some books that were
approved by the inspection committees
and were distributed to school libraries,
adding that the concerned books will be
re-examined.

Al-Kandari said school libraries rec-
tors should set seven books aside until a
decision is made on correct procedures,
the books included: Picasso (Asma
Series), Shakespeare (Asma Series),
Cleopatra (Asma Series) for all school

stages in addition to the books “Haifa
confesses to you,” “Midnight crime’s,” “My
talk with my son and My talk with my
daughter” in the intermediate and sec-
ondary stages. He said that libraries
were informed about the removal of the
book “Memories after me.” 

It was not immediately clear what
material specifically was deemed offen-
sive. Kuwait strictly censors both public
and private school textbooks and
libraries and material including nudity,
profanity, discussions of Israel and other
issues are banned. — Al-Qabas

Edu Ministry removes

‘unsuitable’ books from

public school libraries

Egyptian judges

did not ask for

raises: Mutaw’ah 

KUWAIT: Chairman
of the Supreme
Judiciary Council
and the head of the
cassation court
Yousef Al-Mutaw’ah
said that statements
published in some
local dailies quoting
Egyptian judges
working in Kuwait
could not be taken
seriously because
they came from
anonymous sources
without mentioning
specific names. He
also noted that heads of various courts had not
received any pay hike requests from Egyptian judges.
“Such matters cannot be resolved by statements and
through the press,” he said, underlining that Kuwaiti-
Egyptian judicial and brotherly relations were deep-
rooted. 

Mutaw’ah added that within a judicial agreement
that had been in effect since the 1980s, Egypt had
loaned Kuwait a large number of judges to work in
all three courts. He also stressed that Egyptian and
expatriate judges in general were welcome as broth-
ers in Kuwait and that they have the same status and
immunity as their Kuwaiti colleagues. “But financial
matters are governed by laws and contracts,” he
remarked. — Al-Rai

Yousef Al-Mutaw’ah

Khalifa Hamada

Fuel price discrimination unfair: Hamada

12% of Kuwaiti families deserve subsidies

Fayez Al-Kandari 

returns Jan 9: Odah

KUWAIT: Chairman of the popular committee for defend-
ing Kuwaiti Guantanamo detainees, lawyer Khaled Al-Odah,
said that preparations were in progress in Kuwait to receive
Fayez Al-Kandari, and that a special flight with medical and
security personnel onboard had already left to bring him
back home within two days. “He will be in Kuwait on
January 8, unless something urgent happens,” he added. 

Speaking about Kandari’s release procedures, Odah said
the US defense minister had sent the release decision to the
US Congress on Dec 8, and according to regulations, the
release takes place after 30 days from the sending date. He
also noted that Kuwait’s embassy in the US and Kuwaiti offi-
cials had been notified to make the arrangements needed
to send a plane and secure its route. 

Odah explained that on arrival at Kuwait airport, Kandari
would be taken to the military hospital where he would be
welcomed by his parents and family to undergo some med-
ical tests and that he would then be taken to Al-Salam
Center to start his rehabilitation program while regularly
receiving visits from his family.  — Al-Anbaa

New citizenship forgery

case discovered

KUWAIT: A former employee at the nationality department used
his position to forge nationalities, and kept doing so after he
escaped after a ruling against him as he has another nationality, in
another country with a different name.

Security sources said that based on instructions by Deputy
Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid and
Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd, detectives
uncovered forgeries in nationality and official documents.
Investigations revealed that a former Kuwaiti employee at the
Nationality and Travel Documents Department, called A.M.A. and
born in 1975, was arrested in 2007 after adding non-Kuwaitis to
the files of Kuwait nationals and committed forgeries in official
documents (nationality and travel documents) in exchange of
money. He escaped after a sentence against him, yet he did not
stop the forgeries and received large amounts of money for it.
Investigations also revealed that he has another nationality with a
different name.

Sources said the follow up department found that this
employee had added two Arabs to a nationality file, and the case
was sent to concerned authorities. Further investigations showed
that he carried out forgeries with the help of his elder brother
(M.M.A.), and added non-Kuwaiti children in their own Kuwaiti
nationality files. Sources said that among the two brothers’ forger-
ies was adding a Syrian born in 2001 after an agreement with his
father (A.R.H.) to add him a few years earlier to a Kuwaiti nationali-
ty file in 2010 for KD 20,000. The father of the Syrian expat, who is
the brother of the two suspects and was arrested for the same
crime at a previous time, gave the two brothers photographs of
his son, and (M.M.A.) handed him a Kuwaiti passport and a civil ID
along with a Kuwaiti birth certificate in the name of (D.A.M.) and
carried the picture of the son of the Syrian father. Arrests were
made and investigations are ongoing. — Al-Rai


