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DAIH: Bahraini women run from approaching riot police who were chasing protesters against Saudi Arabia’s execution of Shiite cleric Sheikh Nimr Al-Nimr in Daih, Bahrain, a largely Shiite suburb of the capital. Graffiti on the wall
reads, “we will not forget you,” beneath pictures of people killed in previous unrest. — AP 

‘Cutting off heads’ no response to criticism 

TEHRAN: Saudi Arabia cannot respond to criti-
cism of its regime by cutting off heads, Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani said yesterday follow-
ing Riyadh’s execution of a prominent Shiite cler-
ic. “One does not respond to criticism by cutting
off heads,” Rouhani said as he welcomed visiting
Danish Foreign Minister Kristian Jensen. “I hope
that European countries who always react on
human rights matters will meet their duties.” He
was referring to the execution for “terrorism”
Saturday of Nimr Al-Nimr, who had been behind
anti-government protests among Saudi Arabia’s
Shiite Muslim minority.

Officials have never said how Nimr was put to
death, but beheading by the sword is common in
the conservative Sunni Muslim kingdom. At the
same time, Rouhani said: “Saudi Arabia cannot
cover its crime of having cut off the head of a cler-
ic by cutting relations” with Iran. Protesters
angered over Nimr’s execution attacked and
burned the Saudi embassy in Tehran and its con-
sulate in the northeastern city of Mashhad, which
prompted Riyadh to sever diplomatic relations
with the Islamic republic. Earlier yesterday, Iranian
government spokesman Mohammad Bagher

Nobakht said the cutting of diplomatic ties would
not hurt Iran or damage its development. Bahrain
and Sudan also broke diplomatic relations with
Iran, and a number of other Arab countries have
recalled their envoys, in sympathy with Riyadh.
The deterioration of relations with Saudi Arabia
“will have no impact on Iran’s national develop-
ment,” Nobakht said, without elaborating.

Instead, “it is Saudi Arabia that will suffer”,
Nobakht said. The spokesman also reiterated
Tehran’s harsh criticism of Nimr’s execution. “We
condemn the inhumane, barbaric and Daesh-like
execution of the cleric Sheikh Nimr,” said Nobakht,
using the Arabic acronym for the Islamic State
group. Riyadh is trying to compensate for its politi-
cal failures in regional conflicts, according to
Nobakht. “This is a reaction to their failures in Iraq,
Syria, and... Yemen, which Saudi Arabia wants to
compensate for”, he said, without elaborating.
Saudi Arabia, the leading Sunni Muslim power in
the Middle East, and Shiite power Iran have long
competed for influence in the region. Even before
Nimr’s execution, relations were strained over the
two nations’ backing opposing factions in those
three countries. — AFP

Saudi Arabia cannot cover ‘crime’ by cutting ties: Iran

LONDON: The masked militant in an
Islamic State video showing the killing of
five men accused by the group of being
Western spies is believed to be a Londoner
known as Sid who once sold inflatable
bouncers. Siddhartha Dhar, who left Britain
for Syria while on police bail after his arrest
on suspicion of belonging to a banned
group and encouraging terrorism, has been
identified by media as the spokesman in
the militant organization’s latest film. 

The video also features a young boy
wearing a black bandanna around his head
and army-style camouflage clothing,
threatening in English to “kill the kaffir
(unbelievers) over there”.

Sunday Dare, a Londoner of Nigerian
origin, identified the child as his four-year-
old grandson Isa. Dare told British media
his daughter, who grew up a devout

Christian named Grace before converting
to Islam and changing her name to
Khadijah, had taken London-born Isa to
Syria with her to join Islamic State. 

The video revived memories of “Jihadi
John”, another British IS member who
appeared in several videos in which
hostages were murdered before he himself
was believed to have been killed in an air
strike late last year.

Dhar, who is also known as Abu
Rumaysah, is one of Britain’s most high-
profile Islamists and an associate of Anjem
Choudary, Britain’s best-known Islamist
preacher who is due to go on trial next
week accused of terrorism offences. A con-
vert from Hinduism who lived in east
London, Dhar regularly attended protests
staged by the now banned organization Al-
Muhajiroun and had often spoken to the

Militant in Islamic State video believed 
to be British ‘bouncy castle’ salesman

media in support of radical Islamic causes. Since leaving
Britain he gained further attention through online videos
in which he exhorted life under Islamic State.

‘Oppressive’
Khadijah Dare is also a keen propagandist for the group

who has posted images of herself and her toddler son
pointing rifles on social media. Reported to have been radi-
calized online, Dare left London for Syria in 2012 with Isa,
then a baby. Having made her way to territory controlled
by Islamic State, she married a jihadi of Swedish origin
known as Abu Bakr, now thought to be dead.

The couple appeared together in footage filmed in
Syria in 2013, joking about which of them had the best
AK47. A trail of videos also offers some insight into Dhar’s
world view. 

In one posted on his YouTube website, titled “The
beauty of the Shariah and the Caliphate”, he said: “I’ve
grown up in the West, I’ve lived in the United Kingdom all
my life, I’ve seen what a democracy has to offer and quite
frankly it’s quite oppressive.” His sister Konika told British
media the man in the video sounded just like her brother,
echoing the views of others who knew him well.
However, neither she nor security experts said they could
be certain it was him.

British intelligence officials are analyzing the film and a
security source said they had not yet reached a conclusion
as to the man’s identity. British officials say up to 800
Britons have travelled to Iraq and Syria, some to join Islamic
State, and around half had returned home. About 70 were
believed to have been killed. 

In the 10-minute video released on Sunday, the masked
man speaking with a clear British accent threatens British
Prime Minister David Cameron before shooting one of the
alleged spies in the head. The footage was reminiscent of
the gruesome beheadings shown in videos featuring
Londoner Mohammed Emwazi, who gained worldwide
notoriety as “Jihadi John”.

Robb Leech, who got to know Dhar while making a doc-
umentary about his own stepbrother who was jailed for ter-
rorism offences in 2013, said the militant in the video
looked and sounded like Dhar. 

He said Dhar had never struck him as violent, and had
always been friendly. British newspapers said he used to
sell children’s inflatable bouncers, known as bouncy castles
in Britain, and was a fan of Arsenal soccer club and the rock
group Nirvana. “The last time I saw him it was about two
months before he left and joined so-called Islamic State
and we were laughing. It was very good natured,” Leech
told BBC radio.

“To remember him like that and then see him supposed-
ly in this video, I don’t understand that,” he said, adding that
Dhar must have had some very significant experiences in
Syria with Islamic State to make him capable of doing what
he did. “Because the guy who I knew was no more capable
of it than you or I as far as I could tell.” In one video on his
YouTube site, Dhar distances himself to some extent from
the killing of US and British citizens who were apparently
beheaded by Jihadi John. 

“I don’t want to see another James Foley or Steven
Sotloff or David Haines but unfortunately the way the West
and the Europeans are going about things in terms of their
policies with air strikes and intervening in the caliphate,
sadly I can’t see an end to this,” Dhar said. — Reuters


