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So what’s the big idea of saying that the government will
save around KD 1 billion. What about the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in budget surpluses Kuwait has seen in these
last two decades? And what about the revenue and profits
from Kuwait’s ‘investment income’, which is not included in
the budget (which is only based on oil revenues)?

So lifting subsidies isn’t really necessary in my opinion
because Kuwait has plenty of money - thank God - and is
not really truly facing a budget deficit as we hear every
day from the government and what is published every
day in the media. This talk, which has reached every
gathering and every diwaniya and every chai daha (mid-
morning tea), is about budget concerns. It’s on our mind,

day and night, and it has become the talk of the town
and has a bad effect on the market. And we can see it.
No one nowadays is selling or buying. The market is
stagnant and everyone is scared and lacking confidence.
This despite massive untouched financial reserves and a
planned new government spending spree on mega
projects.

So can for God’s sake one government spokesman
come out and tell us directly what’s going on? What is
the decision and why? Show us all the budgets and we
don’t mind any decision if Kuwait is really suffering - we
are all there for Kuwait. I’m sure all of us would con-
tribute. 

But enough with the rumors and the threats and the
fear mongering. 

Talk of the town
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to the consolidation of efforts aimed at building confi-
dence among nations. This goes in harmony with the res-
olution issued by the UN Security Council in this regard.
Jarallah asserted Kuwait’s supportive stance with Saudi
Arabia in all measures taken in this regard to safeguard
its security and stability. 

Meanwhile, a number of lawmakers yesterday wel-
comed the government’s decision to recall Kuwait’s
ambassador from Tehran in protest against attacks on
Saudi diplomatic missions, but some called for cutting all
ties with the Islamic republic and the expulsion of its
envoy. MPs also welcomed the speaker’s decision to con-
vene an emergency session of the National Assembly to
discuss the issue and demanded that the meeting should
be public and not secret.

Islamist MP Ahmad Al-Azemi praised the call to hold
an emergency session of the Assembly to discuss the “fla-
grant Iranian aggression on the Saudi embassy and con-
sulate in Iran”. He demanded that the session be held in
public to let the world hear the opinion of the Kuwaiti

parliament on the matter. He also welcomed the govern-
ment’s measure to recall the Kuwaiti ambassador but
added that MPs would still urge the government to sever
ties with Tehran and expel its ambassador from Kuwait.

MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji also welcomed the holding of
the Assembly session, but said he was against holding it
behind closed doors. The lawmaker said what happened
against Saudi Arabia also affects Kuwait and “we have to
be clear that Iran poses a clear danger against the coun-
try and the best example is the terror cell which was
awaiting orders from Iran and Hezbollah to overthrow
the regime in Kuwait”.

MP Abdullah Maayouf said recalling the Kuwaiti
ambassador is not enough and the Kuwaiti government
should take a tougher stance like that of Bahrain which
cut off relations with Iran. The lawmaker said he is
against holding the emergency session behind closed
doors, as the Kuwaiti people need to know those MPs
who justify Iranian actions. Maayouf said those who
defend Iran should go to the country of their choice and
added that he was surprised by those who deny that
Iran is a terrorist state.

MP Faisal Al-Duwaisan however strongly responded to
Maayouf’s criticism, saying the lawmakers he criticized
are only defending national interests. Duwaisan
described Maayouf’s criticism against pro-Iran MPs as
“very cheap and undermines national unity”. MP
Abdulrahman Al-Jeeran welcomed the recalling of the
Kuwaiti ambassador, adding that he had long demanded
boycotting Iran politically and on the economic front.

Meanwhile, Islamist MP Humoud Al-Hamdan asked
the interior and Islamic affairs ministers a series of ques-
tions about a statement issued by a number of Shiite
clerics and signed by “clerics of Kuwait” condemning the
execution of Shiite cleric Nimr Al-Nimr in Saudi Arabia.
He said the statement, signed by 17 Shiite clerics,
defended the Shiite cleric as a martyr and accused Saudi
Arabia of pouring oil on the sectarian fire in the region.
He asked which of the signatories work as preachers in
the ministry of awqaf and inquired about the ministry’s
measures against them. No date has been set yet for the
emergency session as it depends on when the speaker
returns from abroad.

The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) said it
would meet in Riyadh Saturday for talks on the embassy
attacks, a day before the Arab League is due to hold an
emergency meeting. Tensions between Saudi Arabia,
the main Sunni power, and Shiite-dominated Iran erupt-
ed this week into a full-blown diplomatic crisis, sparking
widespread worries of regional instability. Iran lashed
out again at Saudi Arabia for the execution yesterday,
with President Hassan Rouhani accusing Riyadh of seek-
ing to “cover its crime” by severing ties. “One does not
respond to criticism by cutting off heads,” Rouhani said,
referring to the usual Saudi practice of carrying out exe-
cutions with beheading by the sword.

Washington and other Western powers have called
for calm amid fears the dispute could raise sectarian ten-
sions across the Middle East and derail efforts to resolve
conflicts from Syria to Yemen. The Security Council
joined those calls late on Monday, issuing a statement
urging all sides to “take steps to reduce tensions in the
region”. The statement by the 15-member council con-

demned “in the strongest terms” the attacks which saw
protesters firebomb the Saudi embassy in Tehran and its
consulate in Iran’s second-biggest city Mashhad.

But the council made no mention of the event that
set off the crisis - Saudi Arabia’s execution on Saturday of
Nimr, a cleric and activist whose death sparked wide-
spread protests among Shiites. Saudi Arabia cut off
diplomatic ties with Tehran in protest at the attacks on
Sunday and has severed air links with Iran. Some of its
allies among Sunni Arab states followed suit, with
Bahrain and Sudan breaking off ties and the United Arab
Emirates downgrading relations on Monday. Bahrain -
base of the US Fifth Fleet - cut all air links with the
Islamic republic yesterday, the official BNA news agency
reported. 

Rouhani has condemned the attacks and Tehran’s
mission to the UN vowed in a letter to the Security
Council to “take necessary measures to prevent the
occurrence of similar incidents in the future”. Iranian offi-
cials have brushed aside the dispute, with government
spokesman Mohammad Bagher Nobakht saying yester-
day it “will have no impact on Iran’s national develop-
ment”. “It is Saudi Arabia that will suffer,” he said. 

Regional powerhouse Turkey expressed alarm at the
crisis yesterday, with Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
saying: “We expect all countries in the region to show
common sense and take steps aimed at easing the ten-
sions in the region.” He said Ankara was “ready to make
any effort” to help resolve the crisis. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia are on opposing ends of a
range of crucial Middle East issues, including the war
in Syria - where Tehran backs President Bashar Al-
Assad’s regime and Riyadh supports rebel forces - and
Yemen where a Saudi-led coalition is battling Shiite
insurgents. Despite the fears, Saudi Arabia’s ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Abdullah Al-Mouallimi,
insisted the row would not have an impact on efforts
to resolve regional conflicts. “From our side, it should
have no effect because we will continue to work very
hard to support the peace efforts in Syria and Yemen,”
Mouallimi told reporters. 

Kuwait recalls envoy as Saudi-Iran crisis...

WASHINGTON: A visibly emotional President Barack
Obama, at one point wiping tears from his cheek,
unveiled his plan yesterday to tighten control and
enforcement of firearms in the US, using his presidential
powers in the absence of legal changes he implored
Congress to pass. Obama accused the gun lobby of tak-
ing Congress hostage, but said “they cannot hold
America hostage”. He insisted it was possible to uphold
the Second Amendment while doing something to
tackle the frequency of mass shootings in the US that
he said had become “the new normal”. The much-debat-
ed Second Amendment of the Constitution guarantees
the right of citizens to own firearms.

“This is not a plot to take away everybody’s guns,”
Obama said. “You pass a background check, you pur-
chase a firearm. The problem is some gun sellers have
been operating under a different set of rules.” Obama’s
actions ensure that gun rights - one of the most bitterly
divisive issues in America - will be at the forefront of the
2016 presidential campaign, which begins in earnest
next month with the first primary contests.

Accusing Obama of gross overreach, many of the
Republican presidential candidates have vowed to rip
up the new gun restrictions upon taking office.
Democratic frontrunner Hillary Clinton said she was
proud of Obama’s efforts and promised she would safe-
guard them. Obama wiped tears away as he recalled the
20 young children killed in 2012 at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. He paid
tribute to the parents, some of whom gathered for the
ceremony, who he said had never imagined their child’s
life would be cut short by a bullet. “Every time I think
about those kids, it gets me mad,” Obama said.

At the centerpiece of Obama’s plan is a more sweep-
ing definition of gun dealers that the administration
hopes will expand the number of sales subject to back-
ground checks. Under current law, only federally
licensed gun dealers must conduct background checks
on buyers. But at gun shows, websites and flea markets,
sellers often skirt that requirement by declining to reg-
ister as licensed dealers.

Aiming to narrow that loophole, the Justice
Department’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives is issuing updated guidance that says the
government should deem anyone “in the business” of
selling guns to be a dealer, regardless of where he or
she sells the guns. To that end, the government will con-
sider other factors, including how many guns a person
sells, how frequently, and whether those guns are sold
for a profit. The White House also put sellers on notice
that the administration planned to strengthen enforce-
ment - including deploying 230 new examiners the FBI
will hire to process background checks.

Public opinion polls show Americans overwhelming-
ly support expanding background checks for gun pur-
chases, but are more divided on the broader question
of stricter gun laws. About a third of Americans live in a
household where at least one person owns a gun.
Particularly in rural areas where firearms are a way of
life, many citizens do not believe gun laws should be
made stricter. The reverse is true in urban areas, where
majorities want tighter firearm regulations.

The impact of Obama’s plan on gun violence remains
a major question, and one not easily answered. Had the
rules been in place in the past, the steps wouldn’t likely
have prevented any of the recent mass shootings that
have garnered national attention. The Obama adminis-
tration acknowledged it couldn’t quantify how many
gun sales would be newly subjected to background
checks, nor how many currently unregistered gun sell-
ers would have to obtain a license.

Pushing back on that critique, Obama said every
time the issue is debated, gun rights groups argue the
steps wouldn’t necessarily have stopped the last mas-
sacre, “so why bother trying?” “I reject that thinking,”
Obama said, arguing it would be worth it if the meas-
ures would prevent even a single gun death. “We maybe
can’t save everybody, but we could save some.”

To lend a personal face to the issue, the White House
assembled a cross-section of Americans whose lives
were altered by the nation’s most searing recent gun
tragedies, including former Rep  Gabrielle Giffords and

Emotional Obama unveils 

plan to cut gun violence

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama, joined by Vice President Joe Biden and gun violence victims,
gets emotional as he speaks in the East Room of the White House yesterday about steps his administration
is taking to reduce gun violence.  — AP 

relatives of victims from Charleston, South Carolina, at
Virginia Tech. Mark Barden, whose son was shot to
death at Sandy Hook Elementary School, introduced the
president with a declaration that “we are better than
this”.

After Newtown, Obama sought far-reaching, biparti-
san legislation that went beyond background checks.
When the effort collapsed in the Senate, the White

House said it was thoroughly researching the presi-
dent’s powers to identify every legal step he could take
on his own. But a more recent spate of gun-related
atrocities, including in San Bernardino, California, shoot-
ings have spurred the administration to give the issue
another look, as Obama seeks to make good on a policy
issue that he’s elevated time and again but has failed
until now to advance. - AP 


