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TOKYO: President of sushi restaurant chain Sushi-Zanmai, Kiyoshi Kimura, displays a 200kg bluefin
tuna at his main restaurant near Tokyo’s Tsukiji fish market yesterday. — AFP photos

TOKYO: Fishmongers inspect frozen bluefin tuna before the first auction of the new year at Tokyo’s
Tsukiji fish market yesterday. 

TOKYO: A Japanese sushi boss paid more than
$117,000 yesterday for a giant bluefin tuna as
Tokyo’s Tsukiji fish market held its last New
Year auction ahead of a much-needed mod-
ernization move. Bidding stopped at a whop-
ping 14 million yen for the enormous 200-kilo-
gram (440-pound) fish-a threatened species-
that was caught off Japan’s northern coast.
The price was three times higher than last year
but still far below a record 155.4 million yen

paid by the sushi chain operator in 2013 —
when a Hong Kong restaurant chain weighed
in and drove up bidding-for a slightly larger
fish of similar quality.

The New Year auction is a traditional fea-
ture at Tsukiji, where bidders pay way over the
odds for the prestige of buying the first fish of
the year. But it came as Japan, the world’s
largest consumer of bluefin tuna, faces grow-
ing calls for a trade ban on the species, which

environmentalists warn is on its way to extinc-
tion. The population of Pacific bluefin tuna is
set to keep declining “even if governments
ensure existing management measures are
fully implemented”, Amanda Nickson, director
of Global Tuna Conservation at the Pew
Charitable Trusts, said in a release. 

Bluefin is usually the most expensive fish
available at Tsukiji, the biggest fish and whole-
sale seafood market in the world. A single piece

of “otoro”, or the fish’s fatty underbelly, can cost
up to several thousand yen at high-end Tokyo
restaurants. The growing popularity of Japanese
sushi worldwide has stoked demand elsewhere.
“Given the already dire state of the population-
decimated to just four  percent of unfished lev-
els-it is of particular concern that the auction
price is rising again,” Nickson added. “The inter-
national community must let the Japanese gov-
ernment know that additional action is needed

to save this species.” Yesterday’s auction winner,
Kiyoshi Kimura, president of the firm behind the
popular Sushi-Zanmai restaurant chain, said he
was “glad to make a winning bid in the last New
Year auction at Tsukiji.” Kimura has won the bid-
ding every year since 2012. Tsukiji-a sprawling
complex of tiny stalls and wholesalers popular
with tourists-will end its eight-decade history
this year when it is relocated to a modern facility
in Toyosu, a few kilometers away. — AFP 

Japan sushi boss pays $117,000 for threatened tuna

LONDON: The British government said it was
seeking to hold talks with doctors in its state-
funded health service in a last-ditch bid to avert
a series of mass walkouts, potentially the first
such strikes for four decades. Junior doctors, or
doctors in training who represent just over half
of all doctors in the National Health Service,
said on Monday they would stage a 24-hour
stoppage next week, followed by two further
48-hour strikes. It will affect non-emergency
care and lead to the cancellations of many oper-
ations. Doctors’ strikes are rare in Britain. The
last time junior doctors took industrial action
was in 1975 over non-payment for work done
outside the standard 40-hour working week. A
new contract was agreed the next year.

Planned walkouts before Christmas were
suspended to allow for further talks in the dis-
pute which centers on pay and conditions, but
on Monday the doctors’ union, the British
Medical Association (BMA), said these discus-
sions had failed to make progress. “In order for
them (the strikes) to be called off, the govern-
ment would have to recognize the deeply held
concerns of junior doctors and be able to go
rather further than it has been able to push
itself over Christmas,” Mark Porter, the BMA
chairman told BBC Radio.

Ninety-eight percent of more than 37,000

junior doctors had voted to take part in indus-
trial action, including strikes, in protest against
the new employment contract proposed by
Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

The BMA and doctors have criticized the
contract, which changes the way they are paid
for anti-social hours, saying it does not provide
proper safeguards against doctors working
dangerously long hours. 

The government says the new contract is
part of measures to ensure patients get the
“same quality of care across the week”. “Our
absolute priority is patient safety and making
sure that the NHS delivers high-quality care 7
days a week - and we know that’s what doctors
want too, so it is extremely disappointing that
the BMA have chosen to take industrial action
which helps no-one,” Hunt said in a statement.
He said the mediation service Acas had been
asked to reconvene negotiations to try to settle
the dispute.

The NHS delivers care for free to the whole
population and accounts for a third of govern-
ment spending on public services.  The service
often features as one of the most important
issues during elections and recent struggles
during winter have led to concerns as to
whether the NHS is adequately funded to main-
tain high standards. — Reuters
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BEIJING: Health authorities in southern
China said yesterday that a 26-year-old
woman has died of a strain of bird flu,
and another woman is reportedly in seri-
ous condition. The two contracted H5N6,
a strain of bird flu that has so far only
been seen in people in China. 

A press officer at Shenzhen’s Center
for Disease Control and Prevention con-
firmed the death of the local woman on
Dec 30. He wouldn’t identify himself. A
40-year-old woman also from
Guangdong province is in serious condi-

tion in hospital, the official Xinhua News
Agency reported. Six human cases of
H5N6 have been reported in total, all in
China, since May 2014. The virus has
been detected in poultry in China, Lao
and Vietnam. The World Health
Organization says that human cases of
bird flu remain uncommon, with spo-
radic cases occurring following exposure
to infected poultry or a contaminated
environment. It says there is no evidence
of sustained human-to-human transmis-
sion of bird flu. — AP

Chinese woman dies of H5N6 flu

LONDON: Sub-Saharan Africa and South East
Asia are most at risk from bat viruses jump-
ing to humans and causing new diseases
that could lead to deadly outbreaks, scien-
tists warned yesterday. Approximately 60 to
75 percent of emerging infectious diseases
are so-called “zoonotic events”-where animal
diseases jump into people-and bats in partic-
ular are known to carry many zoonotic virus-
es. The tiny animals are the suspected origin
of rabies,  Ebola,  SARS (Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome) and possibly Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), and
could cause other as yet unknown epidemics
in future.

Scientists at University College London
(UCL), the Zoological Society of London and
Edinburgh University aimed to map out the
highest-risk areas, using a variety of factors
including large numbers of bat viruses found
locally, increasing population pressure, and
hunting bats for bushmeat. Kate Jones, UCL’s
chair of ecology and biodiversity, said her
team first created risk maps for each variable
and found, for example, that in mapping for
potential human-bat contact, sub-Saharan
Africa was a hotspot, while for diversity of
bat viruses, South America was at most risk.

“By combining the separate maps, we’ve
created the first global picture of the overall
risks of bat viruses infecting humans in dif-
ferent regions,” she said. The work was pub-
lished in journal The American Naturalist. The
research, using data published between
1900 and 2013,found that overall  West
Africa-the epicentre of the recent Ebola out-
break-is at highest risk for zoonotic bat virus-
es.  The wider sub-Saharan Africa region, as

well as South East Asia, were also found to be
hotspots.

Liam Brierley, a PhD student at Edinburgh
University who worked with Jones, said the
risk of bat to human virus transmission is
being driven higher by large and increasing

populations of people and livestock expand-
ing into wild areas such as forests. “People in
these areas may also hunt bats for bushmeat,
unaware of the risks of transmissible diseases
which can occur through touching body flu-
ids and raw meat of bats,” he said. — Reuters

Study finds West Africa at highest
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Bats carry many zoonotic viruses

MIAMI: Two studies released Monday found
major flaws with a large number of research
papers in the biomedical sciences, a problem
that authors say wastes billions and slows the
pace of life-saving research. One of the studies
in the journal PLOS Biology analyzed a random
sample of 441 biomedical journal articles pub-
lished in the last 15 years, and found that only
one included a full protocol of the information
necessary for evaluating and replicating the
research.

Scientific studies are considered valid only if
they can be reproduced by outside teams of
researchers who come to the same conclusions
using independent methods. Furthermore, most
of the studies did not say where their funding
came from, and did not establish whether there
were any conflicts of interest. “We hope our sur-
vey will further sensitize scientists, funders, jour-
nals and other science-related stakeholders
about the need to improve these indicators,”
wrote the study authors, who included promi-
nent scientist John Ioannidis from the Meta-
Research Innovation Center at Stanford
University and Shareen Iqbal from Emory
University. A separate study by researchers in
Germany examined hundreds of published

experiments on stroke and cancer research and
found that most did not contain sufficient infor-
mation about how many animals were used. In
many papers, the number of animals used over
the course of the “vanished,” making any conclu-
sions far less reliable. “The study began with an
attempt to look at the robustness of findings in
a handful of preclinical papers” said first author
Constance Holman, a researcher at Charite
Universitatsmedizin.

“But the sheer number of missing animals
stopped us in our tracks.” When human subjects
are part of a clinical trial, information about how
many took part is considered crucial to the find-
ings, and would not be left out of the published
study, the authors said. An accompanying edito-
rial in PLOS Biology noted that a “credibility cri-
sis” is ravaging scientific research.  

For instance, a recent attempt to replicate
100 psychology studies found that only 39 per-
cent could in fact be reproduced. Other previ-
ous research has found that “85 percent of
research investment in the biomedical sciences-
or US $200 billion of the worldwide investment
in 2010 - is wasted,” it said. The journal is launch-
ing a new Meta-Research Section aimed at
improving standards. —AFP
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