
Young contestants write their calligraphy during the annual New Year calligraphy contest in Tokyo yesterday. About 3,000 people took part in the calligraphy contest to celebrate the start of the new year. — AFP
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Days after up to a million people crammed into New York’s
Times Square to ring in 2016, a more local audience had its
chance for some midnight entertainment — dogs. In a

concert that was in equal parts humor and metaphysical reflec-
tion, the experimental artist Laurie Anderson put on a show
whose target audience was canine. Dozens of dogs in Times
Square howled or barked at sounds only perceptible to their ears,
although the hundreds of humans in attendance could also tune
in on headphones.

Anderson conceived of Monday night’s canine concert to
accompany her latest film, “Heart of a Dog,” which takes the story
of the rat terrier she adopted with her late husband, rock legend
Lou Reed, as the basis for a reflection on death and memory. A
three-minute sequence of the film, which was originally commis-
sioned by French-German network Arte and is shortlisted for an
Oscar for Best Documentary Feature, is airing through January just
before midnight on some of Times Square’s iconic billboards. The
abstract scene delved into Tibetan Buddhist conceptions of the
afterlife. But Anderson saw her concert, a one-off in Times Square,
in a lighter vein as a tribute to the unifying power of dogs. “I think

more people are sharing dogs these days, because everyone trav-
els so much,” she said. “It’s really fun-barking in Times Square!” she
said after the performance in which she set down her electric vio-
lin for a dog-friendly segment led by electronic sounds.

Dog lovers unite 
Anderson put on a first concert for dogs in 2010 at the Sydney

Opera House. One major difference in New York-the weather.
Anderson, sporting a stocking cap but obliged to play bare-hand-
ed, and the crowd withstood dangerous cold of around 15
Fahrenheit (-10 Celsius). Sherry Dobbin, director of the Times
Square Arts group behind the project, said the timing was inten-
tional. “Considering the film is so much about that time when
you’re passing from one life into another, it seemed very natural
following a huge celebration of the end of one year and bringing
in the new year,” she said.

When the clock neared midnight and the day January 5, a
freezing but still chipper Anderson advised her audience, “You can
keep barking!” Dogs, as well as cats, have significantly wider hear-
ing ranges than humans. For the composition, Anderson chose

low-decibel sounds rather than high-frequency noises that could
irritate dogs. While many dogs reacted, including New York Police
Department German Shepherds invited along with their officers,
others stayed silent or looked puzzled.

“I don’t think she was terribly culturally enriched,” Meghan
Daum said of Phoebe, who is part St Bernard.

But Daum said that Phoebe seemed relaxed and “didn’t get
too freaked out.” “I think it’s fun. I think everyone had a good
sense of humor about it,” she said, while adding: “I don’t think
it’s the right time of year for it.” Ami Schrager warmed up her
two dogs-Buttercup, a six-year-old Westie, and Lucas, a nine-
year-old toy poodle-under blankets in a stroller. Schrager saw
the concert as another victory for dog-lovers, after New York
recently ended a ban on taking dogs to outdoor restaurants.
“Anything that’s dog-friendly I’ll go to, even if it’s midnight and
freezing out,” she said. — AFP

Guns N’ Roses

reunion set for April

Guns N’ Roses and LCD Sound system, two of the
most influential bands in recent decades, will both
get back together for the Coachella music festival

in April. Coachella, which takes place over two consecu-
tive weekends in the California desert, confirmed the
long-rumored reunions as it announced its lineup late
Monday. The concerts are expected to mark the first time
that the original lineup of Guns N’ Roses-including singer
Axl Rose and guitarist Slash-have performed together
since July 1993 in Buenos Aires.

The Los Angeles-based hard rockers confirmed the
dates on their website with a video of a giant concert
reminiscent of the band’s heyday. Rose is heard-with a
profanity added-singing one of the most famous lines
from the band’s repertoire: “You know where you are?
You’re in the jungle, baby.” Guns N’ Roses have kept play-
ing in name in recent years but without Slash, who has
long said it was too difficult to work with Rose. The singer,
who rarely gives interviews, had been scheduled to speak
Tuesday on the late-night talk show of Jimmy Kimmel.
But Rose’s name inexplicably disappeared Monday from
Kimmel’s list of guests on the show’s website. 

Still historic debut 
With Rose’s sweeping vocal range and raw anger cou-

pled with Slash’s intricate metal guitar, Guns N’ Roses
became an instant sensation. “Appetite for Destruction”
from 1987 remains the top-selling debut album by a
group in the United States, where it has been certified as
selling 18 million copies. But Guns N’ Roses have released
just one album in the past two decades-”Chinese
Democracy,” which came out in 2008 after persistent
delays and without Slash.

LCD Soundsystem, a younger band from New York,
was influential in developing the hard-edged electronica
scene of the 2000s that brought a new alternative aura to
dance music. The band-best known perhaps for the track
“Daft Punk Is Playing at My House,” a tongue-in-cheek
homage to the prominent French electronic duo-had
broken up in 2011 with a concert at Madison Square
Garden that was heralded with a live album and docu-
mentary. LCD Soundsystem reunited in its own idiosyn-
cratic way on December 24 when it suddenly released a
track entitled “Christmas Will Break Your Heart,” with the
band writing on Facebook that it was a “depressing
Christmas song” that had been on the back burner for the
past eight years. LCD Soundsystem will headline
Coachella on the festival’s two Fridays-April 15 and April
22 — with Guns N’ Roses performing on the Saturday
nights.—AFP

These two file photos show  US musician and
singer James Murphy of LCD Soundsystem (left)
per forming during the 29th edition of the
‘Printemps de Bourges’ music festival  on  April 23,
2005 in Bourges, France;  and Axl Rose of Guns ‘n
Roses (right) performing at the MTV Video Music
Awards in New York on August 29, 2002. — AFP

After New Year, Times Square goes to dogs

Police officers bring their dogs to a special canine-oriented concert in Times Square  led
by artist Laurie Anderson in New York City. — AFP photos

Laurie Anderson performs at the January Midnight Moment concert for dogs: Heart Of a
Dog by Laurie Anderson at Duffy Square.

Michael Bay has confirmed that he will
return to direct the fifth installment
in the “Transformers” franchise for

Paramount. Bay broke the news to Rolling
Stone, after months of speculation, while pro-
moting his new war movie “13 Hours.” This
past spring, the studio announced it would
be assembling a writers room to build its new
“Transformers” universe that would include
spin-off pics along new installments in the
franchise. The room was overseen by Akiva
Goldsman with the studio recently tapping
Art Marcum and Matt 

Holloway (“Iron Man”) along with Ken
Nolan (“Black Hawk Down”) to write the
script. Mark Wahlberg, who appeared in the
last installment, is expected to return and

Lorenzo di Bonaventura is producing. Insiders
had expected that Bay would return to the
franchise but the director has only now com-
mitted with his new movie almost out the
door. Bay directed “Transformers: Age of
Extinction,” the fourth in the series and the
first one without Shia Labeouf. It starred Mark
Wahlberg, Jack Reynor and Nicola Peltz and,
despite losing Labeouf, grossed more than $1
billion worldwide. Details behind the next pic
are under wraps but sources have said
Wahlberg is the only cast member from ‘Age
of Extinction’ expected to reprise his role. Bay
is repped by WME and “13 Hours” bows on
Jan 15. — Reuters

Michael Bay to return 
for ‘Transformers 5’
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