
RIYADH: Foreign ministers of the Gulf
Cooperation Council expressed their
“total support” yesterday for Saudi Arabia
in its diplomatic row with predominantly
Shiite Iran. The GCC “forcefully condemns
the attacks on Saudi diplomatic missions
in Iran”, said a statement, referring to the
sacking of Riyadh’s embassy and con-
sulate by demonstrators angered over its
execution of a prominent Shiite cleric
and dissident.

The statement, following an extraordi-
nary ministerial meeting of the six-mem-
ber group, criticized “Iranian interference

in Saudi Arabian affairs” over its denuncia-
tion of Nimr Al-Nimr’s execution a week
ago. It said Tehran’s criticism had “directly
incited the aggressions targeting Saudi
diplomatic missions”. The GCC “totally sup-
ports decisions taken by Saudi Arabia to
combat terrorism” and “has total confi-
dence in the independence and integrity
of Saudi justice”. Nimr was a cleric in Saudi
Arabia’s Shiite community who was behind
demonstrations calling for better treat-
ment of the minority, but he was executed
for terrorism.

Continued on Page 15
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The most bizarre news I heard recently was
reports about organized attacks targeting
women during New Year festivities in various

cities in Germany. Honestly, when I heard the
news, my first thought was, “Oh God, I hope they
don’t pin it on the poor refugees”. It took only half
a second before the news confirmed my fear. 

What happened was that gangs of hundreds of
young men - described as North African or Arab in
appearance - surrounded women near the places
where yearend celebrations were taking place and
harassed, robbed and in at least two cases, raped
them. Now there are big demonstrations demand-
ing the expulsion of the recent influx of Syrian
refugees. The police have noted that the attacks
were clearly organized and even repeated across
Cologne, Hamburg and Stuttgart - all big cities. 

How come three cities so far away from each
other experienced the same type of attacks, same
behavior, same pattern, same modus operandi...as
if someone masterminded this and is trying to pin
it on the refugees. I doubt that they were refugees
with the way it happened - so well organized and
orchestrated. I’m not saying that all refugees are
saints. But I very much doubt that a Syrian fleeing
his country with his family and waiting in camps in
Germany to be resettled would come up with such
horrendous actions. 

It’s impossible. Someone is benefitting from
these attacks with the intention of spoiling the
reputation of refugees - especially Arab and
Muslim ones. Now when any murder takes place
anywhere on earth, someone will witness that he
heard the assailant say Allahu Akbar!

Why has it taken the police so long to identify
these gangs of criminals? Whatever else they are,
we definitely know they are criminals and gangs
and the police in every city know the gangsters
there. Are there not any CCTV cameras anywhere
in Germany? Why hasn’t anyone used these cam-
eras to identify and arrest those involved? Tell us if
they are Syrian refugees or not? Because I’m sure
they have the photo of every Syrian refugee who
has entered Germany. 

I would bet that there are few Syrian refugees
right now who are interested or willing to do any-
thing that would give a bad name to their commu-
nity. This was a deliberate and organized series of
attacks to do exactly that. And in the future we will
probably see worse. 

KUWAIT: The last Kuwaiti prisoner in the US
Guantanamo Bay prison returned home yesterday to a
family reception after 14 years of detention, the head of
a detainee group said. Fayez Mohammed Ahmed Al-
Kandari was the last of 12 Kuwaitis held for long terms
in the prison as the United States prepares to close the
facility. “He looked tired but his morale was very high.
He was welcomed at the airport by his father, two
brothers and uncle,” Khalid Al-Odah, head of the society
of families of Kuwaiti prisoners in Guantanamo, who
was also present, told AFP.

Kandari was immediately taken to a military hospital
for medical examination where dozens of relatives led
by his mother were allowed to greet and talk to him
freely, Odah said. The former prisoner was brought back
to the Gulf state aboard a private jet which flew from
Guantanamo to the state via Casablanca, Morocco. He
had been held without trial in the Caribbean detention
center since 2002, and his return to Kuwait now means
the facility has a population of 104. US President Barack
Obama pledged to shut Guantanamo when he took
office in 2009, but his efforts have been repeatedly
thwarted by Congress.

Odah said Kandari will remain in hospital for some
time and only his close family members will be allowed
to visit him. He will then be taken to a rehabilitation
center for more than six months after which prosecu-
tors will interrogate him and decide whether to pursue
legal action, Odah said. Odah thanked the efforts of HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and other
authorities in securing the return of Kandari.

Continued on Page 15

KUWAIT: Fayez Al-Kandari (second right), the last Kuwaiti inmate held at the Guantanamo Bay prison, is wel-
comed by his father (second left), brother (left) and Khaled Al-Oudah (right), President of the Committee of
Families of Kuwaiti Detainees in Guantanamo, at a military hospital yesterday. — AFP 

GCC condemns Iranian interference

Saudi Arabia may take more measures against Tehran

ROME: Images show models wearing creations of Dolce & Gabbana’s Abaya
line, a collection of abayas and hijabs billed as capturing the “allure of the
Middle East”. — AFP 

ROME: Dolce and Gabbana, designers
best known for womenswear inspired
by the sultry sensualism of southern
Italy, are attacking the booming
Middle Eastern market for high fashion

with a collection of abayas and hijabs.
The Abaya line, which conforms with
the modesty requirements of most ver-
sions of Islam, was launched last week 
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MEXICO CITY: Drug kingpin Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman is escorted to a hel-
icopter at the airport on Friday following his recapture during an intense
military operation in Los Mochis in Sinaloa State.  — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: Betrayed by his desire
to make a biopic, Mexican drug king-
pin Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman was
back yesterday in the prison he
escaped from six months ago, amid
calls to extradite him to the US. The
world’s most wanted drug baron was
arrested in a military raid early Friday
that left five suspects dead in Los
Mochis, a coastal city in his native
northwestern state of Sinaloa. Hours
later, the Sinaloa cartel kingpin was
flown in a military helicopter from
Mexico City to the Altiplano maximum-
security prison, the scene of his daring
July 11 escape some 90 km west of the
capital.

On July 11, after just 17 months at
Altiplano, Guzman slipped through a
hole in his cell’s shower, climbed on a
motorcycle mounted on rails, and trav-
eled 1.5 km through a tunnel to free-
dom. But six months later, Guzman was
back in the prison after authorities
located him, in part because the king-
pin wanted to make a biographical film
about himself, according to Attorney
General Arely Gomez. Gomez said an
“important aspect that allowed us to
locate him was that we discovered
Guzman’s intention to make a biogra-
phical film, for which he established
contact with actresses and producers”. 
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sent back to prison

DUBAI: The US Navy yesterday released footage it said
showed Iranian Revolutionary Guard vessels firing rock-
ets near warships and commercial traffic in the strategic
Strait of Hormuz late last month, a move raising tensions
between the two nations despite the recent nuclear
deal. The Navy said it released the footage in response to
a Freedom of Information Act request, though it also
comes as US ally Saudi Arabia has cut ties to the Islamic
Republic following attacks on diplomatic posts there
after the kingdom’s execution of a Shiite cleric.
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