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International 
security and peace

Pope Francis condemned in his speech on
Christmas Day the “brutal terrorist activities”
and “destroying entire peoples’ legacies and

cultural heritage” as well as the massacres com-
mitted in various countries worldwide. He also
called for bridging dangerous gaps and abandon-
ing violence and expressed his full support to the
efforts exerted by the UN and hoped they would
be fruitful and lead to peaceful solutions in
Palestine and Syria. 

Maintaining the current situations will eventu-
ally lead to same consequences, especially since
many means of media have been using the same
messages about some Muslim youth, that had
been alienated for many decades and deprived
justice in many parts of the Arab and Muslim
world, and thus became easy targets for terrorists
offering them job opportunities. 

The pope said there is war and hatred every-
where nowadays. “What is left?” he exclaimed, not-
ing that destruction was everywhere and that chil-
dren were left without education, that so many

innocent lives had been lost with the result of put-
ting more money in weapon merchants’ pockets.
Well, these are painful unavoidable facts. All finan-
cial and commercial bodies must be partners in
creating peace and fighting poverty, lack of edu-
cation, hunger and conflicts. 

In case of contradiction of interest, the tasks
performed by such bodies, companies as well as
international organizations must be all combined
and work together to achieve international peace
and security if we wish to make the presence of
the UN worthwhile. History has recorded many
weapons and arms companies that have con-
tributed to starting wars everywhere and this calls
for more disciplinary measures, otherwise those
companies and manufacturers will continue shap-
ing international borders and wasting internation-
al peace efforts. 

Partnership is an important base of public-pri-
vate sector relations (PPP). It also has a great role
in building international relations. Mega compa-
nies do not only contribute in forming ruling insti-
tutions, but they can also pave the way towards
achieving international security and peace. 

In my view

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

Mediation is useless

International mediation rarely works, but the important ques-
tion is why does it fail? These days, the media are covering a
number of reconciliation attempts being undertaken by some

countries, such as Kuwait for example, between an Arab and non-
Arab country, such as Egypt and Turkey on one hand and Saudi
Arabia and Iran on the other.

The main objective of mediation of course is to contain con-
flicts and alleviate tension in the Middle East. It is well known that
such steps rarely succeed to end raging disputes between states.
Again, we keep wondering why we would seek reconciliation?
What are the implications of the possible continuation of differ-
ences and strife? Who pays the price? And who wins?

The Middle East these days is in a deplorable situation at all
fronts. The security, financial, social and political levels are all under
pressure, and the continuation of this situation means that we are
embarking on humanitarian disasters that will claim the lives of
millions of people here.

In a previous article, I wrote about the possibility of a new
world war, and I remember some of the comments that I received
about exaggerating the threat. But today we are seeing some signs
of a humanitarian war. In fact, the continued decline in oil prices
will have serious implications economically, socially and thus secu-
rity-wise and politically for Gulf states. For example, states that had
been supplying several Middle Eastern countries with generous
donations from oil money may now no longer be able to continue
doing so, because they have their own expenses, like paying
salaries to citizens. Moreover, the Gulf states are consumer coun-
tries and not agricultural or industrial states.  

Let’s not disregard the fact that Gulf states are also partners in
the war in Yemen, which is expensive and may continue for years.
All Arab countries are facing the threat of terrorist militias like IS
and sectarian extremism at home, keeping them in a state of antici-
pation, stress and anxiety. So it is like being in an open war on sev-
eral fronts, from Yemen to Syria to Iraq and all the way to Libya. This
imposes tension and fear of the future. It is normal for Gulf states to
worry and call for peace. 

Mediation between Arab countries these days seems impossi-
ble not because the parties involved do not want peace and securi-
ty, but because peace in some cases will entail certain concessions
or terms that cannot be accepted at all. For example, when some
call for mediation between Iran and Saudi Arabia, they ignore the
fact that this is not the first time relations between Saudi Arabia
and Iran have been severed. It happened before in 1941 and 1987. 

Today, the sectarian dimension is becoming dominant and the
conflict has transferred from the official level to the public one
without logic and considerations of international agreements of
non-interference and respect for the affairs of other sovereign
states. The same applies to the Egypt-Turkey situation. This is why I
think international mediation rarely works.

I believe that only international reconciliation can be accepted
or worthy, because regional conflicts cannot be negotiated. I can
understand totally the Saudi position as well as Egypt’s, and don’t
accept Iran or Turkey interfering in the affairs of Arab neighbors.
These interventions divide the people and citizens on a sectarian
basis and spread hatred between members of one nation.

We must be aware that blatant intervention in the private
affairs of states and the lack of respect for their sovereignty is dan-
gerous. It requires us, as journalists and peace activists, to call for
awareness and support conditional mediation but without conces-
sions to protect our countries and ourselves from sectarian extrem-
ism that may drag us into a global war and humanitarian disaster.

Local spotlight

Philippine Airlines relaunches
Kuwait - Manila - Kuwait route

By Ben Garcia  

KUWAIT: Philippine Airlines Incorporated
(PAL) will  relaunch direct flights between
Kuwait and Manila from Jan 18, 2016. “We are
ready and very happy to be back in Kuwait.
For some reasons we stopped the route many
years back, but we are now ready to do busi-
ness and serve our fellow Filipinos and other
nationals desiring better services. We are here
to fulfill their dreams,” said Orty Liscano, Area
Manager Kuwait, reminding that Philippine
Airlines is among the earliest commercial air-
lines in Asia. Liscano urged travel agencies
and media representative to assist them in
spreading the news and awareness about the
entry of the flag carrier and its offerings.

Al-Sawan Company is the local Philippine
Airlines partner in charge of Kuwait opera-
tions, and assured its full support and cooper-
ation to the travelling public and passengers.
The announcement was made at a launch
event at Holiday Inn Downtown, and repre-
sentatives of various travel and tour agencies
were in attendance.  Reser vations can be
made online or by visiting its Kuwait City
offices.

Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait Renato
Pedro Villa lauded Philippine Airlines for the
inaugural launch scheduled for next week.
“ We are ver y happy to welcome this new
development, especially for our ‘kababayans’
(fellow Filipinos), who will now have several
options for their travel plans to Manila. I am
hoping that the launch of Philippine Airlines
boosts  re lat ions  not  just  economical ly
between two friendly countries, but most
importantly our tourism destinations back
home. We hope to convince more Kuwaitis
and other nationals to visit and enjoy the
most scenic and world-class destinations
throughout the country. We pray for more
business,  safe  journeys  and commercia l
exchanges,” he added.

Flights will be four times a week: Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Philippine
Airlines was founded in 1941 and is the first
and oldest  commercial  a ir l ine operating
under its original name.

KUWAIT: Philippines’ Ambassador Renato
Villa speaks at the event.

Orty Liscano, Area Manager, Philippine
Airlines speaks.

Officials pose with Ambassador Villa.

KUWAIT: Governor of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel said
the CBK along with Kuwaiti banks offered for
the second consecutive year scholarships for
MS studies at top universities abroad. The
offered higher studies include financing, eco-

nomics, auditing
and business
administration, said
Hashel, who dou-
bles as Chairman of
the Institute of
Banking Studies
(IBS), in a state-
ment.

The initiative is
part of the ongo-
ing cooperation
at the social level

between the CBK and the banks, he said,
also noting the approach to up bring
national cadres, capable of contributing to
Kuwait development. Practically, the CBK,
conventional and Islamic banks have
formed a panel tasked with drawing up the
studies’ program. The IBS is charged with
follow-up and implementation. Regulations
and terms of the program are posted on
the institute website.

Interested Kuwaiti university graduates
can apply effective Sunday January 10th till
Wednesday June 1st. MS holders benefiting
from the scholarships will be free to work at
any public or private bank or establish-
ment. The freedom of choice is provided
with aim of boosting the national human
resources, in tandem with the socio-eco-
nomic development strategy. —KUNA

Banks offer scholarships
for MS-level studies abroad

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Award for Youth Excellence
and Creativity, launched last November, has seen
huge turnout by Kuwaiti youth, a Ministry of
State for Youth Affairs official said yesterday.

More than 250
Kuwaiti young men
and women have
submitted their
works in the ten cat-
egories of the
Award, Assistant
Undersecretary for
Youth Development
in the Abdulrahman
Al-Mutairi said in a
press statement.

These include
entrepreneurship, education, media, cul-
ture and arts, voluntary work, sciences and
technology, sports, boosting health, archi-
tecture, urban planning and, housing, and
sharia sciences. Only Kuwaitis aged 14 to
34 are eligible to apply for the award,
launched last November as the first of its
kind in the Arab World. Deadline for appli-
cation is January 14.

Mutairi stressed that the Kuwaiti youth
have a spirit of entrepreneurship and cre-
ativity, and once they are offered a favorable
environment, they can make achievements
to enrich their society. The higher organizing
committee of the Award includes institu-
tions like the Kuwait University and the
Ministries of Information, Education, Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, and health, besides the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NACCL), the Public Authority for Youth
(PAS), the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), the Kuwait
Voluntary Work Center (KVWC) and the
National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs).

The Award boasts significant support
from Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, who also
chairs the higher organizing committee,
Mutairi said. Launching the excellence and
creativity award reflects the state’s keenness
on supporting youth and their projects, giv-
ing their ambitions a priority in the govern-
ment work, he said. —KUNA

Excellence, creativity award
attracts Kuwaiti youth: Official
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Partnership is an important
base of public-private sector
relations (PPP). It also has 

a great role in building
international relations.

Oil price
up by 
$1.21

KUWAIT: The price of
Kuwaiti oil went up by
$1.21 in Friday’s transac-
tions to reach $25.33
per barrel in contrast to
$24.12 pb Thursday, said
Kuwait Oil Corporation
(KPC) yesterday. On the
world level, the price of
the Brent mix went up
Friday by 2.3 percent to
reach $34.72 per barrel,
an increase over $2.00
from its lowest rate in
2004 which was at
$32.16 pb. —KUNA

By Labeed Abdal


