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Truth behind

the question

Al-Anbaa

By Salah Al-Sayer

Referring to a press conference held by the Saudi
ministry of interior’s spokesperson, fellow writer
Tareq Al-Hameed of the Asharq Alawsat newspa-

per pointed that most of the questions asked by jour-
nalists focused on reactions on social media networks.
He added, with great dissatisfaction, that it seems as if
Saudi Arabia is only found on Twitter or that real Saudi
public opinion was only echoed on social media net-
works. 

What a good point and severe burning criticism to
‘responsible’ journalism that has become enslaved by

the hypothetical, unknown and irresponsible press.
Instead of looking up and getting information through
real tangible sources, journalists are now starting to ask
questions based on hypothetical or false information
and opinions, which indicates a great deal of laziness,
incompetence or lack of understanding. Real life is
much deeper and richer than what we see on
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 

Public opinion polls or surveys cannot be measured
or probed in this fake way because one person can
actually make hundreds of accounts on various social
media networks that have already become a ‘hotbed’
for various countries’ intelligence to wage their e-wars
against other countries. The internet has become the
most perfect haven to spread rumors and lies in addi-
tion to fake information about countries, companies,
organizations and even individuals far beyond any cen-
sorship or monitoring from outside or from within con-
sciences! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

KUWAIT: Directors of governorates’
branches at Kuwait Municipality are
reportedly being excluded from
investigations in a corruption case
that was discovered recently, a local
daily reported yesterday quoting
sources.

A recent report claimed that a case
was discovered involving the embez-
zlement of the municipality’s rev-
enues during the period between
2011 and 2015. Al-Rai reported yester-
day that there have been attempts to
keep directors of governorates’
branches out of the investigations,
despite the fact that the municipali-
ty’s Administrative Development and
Training Department had indicated
they are responsible for collecting
and sending the revenues to the
municipality’s fund. 

Al-Rai had also reported last week
that Kuwait Municipality placed
40,000 bank guarantees under scruti-
ny after discovering actions that led
to the release of several of them using
forged documents, as the financial

department began reaching leads to
the existence of an organized gang
that has machines and tools to forge
guarantees without involving banks.

A high ranking source at the
municipality said State Minister for
Municipality Affairs and
Communications Essa Al-Kandari sent
several forged bank guarantees to the
public prosecution after Deputy
Director General for Financial and
Administrative Affairs Waleed Al-
Jassim discovered forgeries in the
stamps and signatures of banks and
some municipality officials estimated
in the millions, adding that the latest
referral to the prosecution was the
release of a KD 40,000 guarantee on
Dec 28, 2015.

He added that the municipality fol-
lows a mechanism that refers any
forged guarantee directly to the pros-
ecution to avoid any delays in the
investigation, especially since the
financial and administrative depart-
ment asks for canceling the guarantee
from records in case of its release,

adding that the municipality has
more than 40,000 bank guarantees,
and they are all being reviewed.

He said that there is an integrated
and organized gang that has
machines and tools to forge bank
guarantees without the need to go to
banks, adding that this gang negoti-
ates with companies on how to
release the guarantees in exchange of
a cut that may reach 10 percent. He
said the banks provided the munici-
pality with official letters stating that
they did not issue guarantees to some
companies, which confirms that they
do not have any link with any data,
signatures or stamps that belong to
them. He said the majority of forged
bank guarantees have accumulated
over many years and not just over the
past two years as it has been rumored.

He said that there is unlimited
cooperation with the Audit Bureau to
expose events related to guarantees,
as the municipality prepared a
detailed report on it, according to its
latest report. — Al-Rai

In the beginnings of the 1930s, Kuwait went through a
great recession with the fall in pearl prices when
Japan started producing cultured one. As a result, so

many sailors fell in great debt to
pearling ship captains who used
to give them pre-voyage loans
to leave back for their families
on condition of paying the debt
back once the pearling season
was over and they were paid.
This made many captains and
ship owners seize many Kuwaitis’
homes to pay off the debts,
which created a great deal of discontent amongst
Kuwaitis. 

On their part, captains and ship owners justified this
action by having to pay back the merchants who had

given them the loans in the first place. I recall that one of
the houses was sold to the late Ali Abdul Wahab Al-
Mutawa, one of Kuwait’s most prominent benevolent

and charitable persons. Going
to the house to redeem owner-
ship, he found a mother and her
children crying and weeping
because their house was being
sold to pay off the debt of the
sole breadwinner, the father,
who was a sailor and pearl diver. 

Seeing the miserable state of
the family, Abdul Wahab kept

the family in the house and registered its deed in their
name to end their suffering. This is how compassionate
Kuwaitis used to be with each other in good old Kuwait! 

—  Translated by Kuwait Times 

Compassion in the old days

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi

A
l-Jarida

Inspirations

from Makkah

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Nermin Al-Houti

Every year when I go to Makkah to perform umrah, I
find inspirations that are relaxing and pleasing to the
eye. This year the holy mosque’s gesture is mobile

chairs. Everybody knows that many of the elderly or some
of the sick who cannot carry out umrah or hajj rituals use
wheelchairs and pay those who push them to perform the
rituals. Today, we find those responsible for serving visitors
of the holy mosque carrying out a new and beautiful idea
by making part of the mosque a waqf for those who want
to borrow a mobile chair for free. 

This idea was there before, but the new thing is that
they gave the opportunity for those financially able to
contribute to that waqf through having the individual buy
whatever he can from those chairs and hand them to the
special part of that waqf. This is Islam, participating in
goodwill, the help of the rich to the poor and how beauti-
ful it is to help those who go to the holy mosque and are
unable, and have his Muslim brother help him compen-
sate his inability. 

This is Islam, love and giving, and that is the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, leading the change and development for
the service of visitors of the holy mosque. Out of this
approach and out of what I saw with my eyes and felt with
my heart, I had an idea that complements the waqf idea
(wheelchairs), which is the establishment of a waqf center
that holds courses for those who wish to help the handi-
capped, elderly and the sick. The courses should train both
genders, provided that they have general secondary cer-
tificates. 

The course will educate the trainee on hajj and umrah
rituals, then first aid for cases that ask for wheelchairs, then
after completing the courses and getting their certificates
by the center and the holy mosque, they should be given
a permit to work in this waqf center. When the hajj or
umrah performer asks for a wheelchair, the new service
will be a companion of the sick, elderly and the handi-
capped from the center free of charge. Someone may ask:
Who will pay the salaries of those companions?

Out of what I have seen in many people who buy those
wheelchairs and donate them as waqf to the holy mosque,
salaries can be paid to those working in it from the dona-
tions and charity, and in this way we would remove a bur-
den from those who cannot pay those who are hired to
push a sick or elderly person. This is an idea that material-
ized in my column today, so maybe there are those who
will adopt it in the future and find it next year, and write
about it through the inspirations of the holy mosque.

A final word: Omar bin Abdulaziz said: “Spread the
wheat on top of the mountains, so that it will not be said
that a bird went hungry in Muslim countries.” 

– Translated by Kuwait Times

Crime
R e p o r t

Sexual harassment

An Egyptian saleswoman reported that a compatriot col-
league suddenly charged at her, kissing and fondling her
while saying “I had been longing for this for long,” said
security sources, noting that the woman resisted him and
rushed to Salmiya police station to file a case. The suspect
is being summoned for further investigations. Separately, a
female citizen reported that an Asian man sexually
harassed her in a popular shopping mall’s parking lot and
fled the scene when she reached out for her mobile to
report the matter. In a similar report, a girl reported that an
unidentified person forcefully hugged and kissed her in
Surra co-op’s parking lot before he fled the scene. 

Rape charges

An Indian woman reported that a Sri Lankan man
raped her at his apartment in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh,
where he took her to supposedly fill a job application
form, said security sources. The woman said that as
soon as they arrived at his place, the man attacked her,
ripping her clothes off and raping her. She added that
once he was done, he asked her to work for him as a
‘prostitute,’ but she refused, which made him beat her.
A case was filed and the suspect is being sought. 

Seven arrested for running
fake domestic labor office

KUWAIT: Seven Africans, including five women, were
arrested for running a fake domestic labor office that
defrauded citizens desiring to hire domestic labor, said
security sources.Municipality directors excluded

from embezzlement probe: Report

Fighting 

corruption
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Teen injured

An unidentified teenager was rushed to Jahra Hospital with
a bullet in his abdomen, said security sources, noting that
the boy was rushed for surgery to remove the bullet. A case
was filed and further investigations are in progress. 

Accidents

A citizen was instantly killed when an ATV he was riding
rolled over in a camping area, said security sources, adding
that another young citizen was rushed to ICU when he lost
control over his bike and had an accident along King Fahd
highway. Meanwhile, two US citizens were injured when
four vehicles, including two belonging to a cleaning com-
pany they worked for, collided in Leyyah. 

Fugitive caught

A 25-year-old citizen, who had been wanted for a five-year
prison sentence and a KD 30,000 financial claim, was arrest-
ed, said security sources. 

Family disputes

A citizen accused three of his cousins of assaulting him
at their house when he showed up to pick up his wife
after a family dispute, said security sources, noting that
the citizen went to Riqqa police station with a medical
report of his injuries. A case was filed and the cousins
are being summoned for further investigations. 

Man found in maid’s room

A citizen caught an Asian man in his housemaid’s bedroom
in Salwa, said security sources. The man reported hearing
some sounds from the maid’s room and on checking it out,
found nobody there. Searching further, he found the sus-
pect hiding inside the cupboard. — Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

Drug possession

Three Asians were arrested in Farwaniya with 72 illicit
pills, said security sources. Case papers indicate that a
police patrol suspected a vehicle and on stopping it and
searching the three people inside, detectives found the
drugs. In another case, a Gulf national was arrested with
two bags of meth in Sulaibiya, said security sources. 

11 million passengers

used airport in 2015

KUWAIT: Acting Civil Aviation Department Manager
Emad Jlowi said that there was a considerable
increase in aviation traffic through Kuwait
International Airport during 2015. Jlowi explained
that over 11 million passengers had used the airport
during 2015. — Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Education Minister Bader Al-
Essa announced that a tripartite com-
mittee comprising of elements from the
Ministry of Education (MoE),  Civil
Service Commission (CSC) and the
Central Apparatus for Illegal Residents
(bedoons) would be formed to invite
bedoons to join the ministry’s teaching
staff in accordance to MoE’s needs. Essa
added that MoE had so far not received
any instructions pertaining appointing
bedoons in non-teaching positions such
as accountants or legal affairs staff. Essa
confirmed earlier reports about the min-
istry’s intention to lay off 25 percent of
expat teachers by the beginning of the
next school year, those replaceable by
citizens or bedoons, especially in sub-
jects like Islamic Studies and Arabic.
“This will be done gradually according
to a set schedule and not all at once,” he
said.  — Al-Rai

Minister Bader Al-Essa
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30% replacement at MSAL

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor’s (MSAL) administrative affairs department
had addressed all ministry departments, requesting lists of 30
percent of their expat employees who could be laid off and
replaced by citizens by the beginning of the fiscal year 2016-
2017.  The sources added that if concerned departments fail to
send the lists in time, the administrative department would
itself decide whom to lay off in order to meet the govern-
ment’s plans to appoint more citizens and reduce the numbers
of citizens awaiting appointment as per CSC records. 

The sources highlighted that MSAL has 80 percent Kuwaiti
staff and that 30 percent of the remaining 20 percent non-
Kuwaiti staff would be laid off except those irreplaceable in
technical positions. “This will not be done abusively and expats
will get all their dues and have a chance to transfer their visas
to the private sector,” the sources concluded. — Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: The Directorate of Moral Guidance at the Kuwait National Guard hosted Dr Abdullah Al-Sharika,
Secretary of the Moderation Supreme Committee at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Relations, who gave lec-
tures on the principles of moderation and enhancing ethics.


