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IS kills Egypt police colonel, conscript 
Hurghada hotel attack victims stable, witness recounts ordeal

CAIRO/HURGHADA: The Islamic State group
said its gunmen shot dead an Egyptian police
colonel and a conscript west of Cairo as they
travelled to work yesterday. The colonel, a traf-
fic police district commander, and the con-
script, who was driving, died in their car after
coming under fire by unknown assailants, the
interior ministry had said. In a statement post-
ed on Twitter, the Islamic State group said its
militants opened had fire on three vehicles in
the colonel’s convoy.

The group’s Egypt affiliate has claimed
credit in the past for similar attacks in the capi-
tal and the Sinai Peninsula, where its insur-
gency is based. The militants have killed hun-
dreds of soldiers and policemen since the mili-
tary toppled Islamist president Mohamed
Morsi in 2013 and cracked down on his follow-
ers. They also claimed responsibility for bomb-
ing a Russian airliner over Sinai, killing all 224
people on board.

Egypt is fighting a wave of Islamist militancy
against security forces which started in the
remote regions of the Sinai, but is increasingly
spreading closer to the capital and focusing on
targets previously considered safe, such tourist
resorts on the Red Sea. On Friday two armed

assailants attacked a hotel in Egypt’s Red Sea
resort town of Hurghada, wounding three for-
eign tourists. The Interior Ministry had said that
one of the attackers was a student from Giza. 

The three European holidaymakers were in
stable condition yesterday, as a witness
recounted how the assailants burst into the
hotel and stabbed guests. An elderly Austrian
couple and a young Swedish man were hospi-
talized after the assault on Friday at the Bella
Vista hotel in Hurghada. Egypt’s Tourism
Minister Hisham Zazou said the assailants
appeared to have been acting alone, while the
hotel described them as “drugged young men”.

Police shot dead one of the knife-wielding
attackers and wounded another, saying one of
them was also carrying a “sound gun”. A
Swedish man who identified himself as the
father of one of the victims, 27-year-old
Sammie Olovsson, said they were sitting in the
hotel restaurant when the assailants burst in
and stabbed his son. “My son and me were
eating in the restaurant and having a discus-
sion,” he told AFP in the Hurghada hospital.
The two men rushed into the restaurant “very
fast”, he said. “They took knives and they tried
to get Sammie here,” he said, pointing to his

chest.
“Then (they) said ‘down on the floor’ and

we do that,” he said, adding that he told his
son, who was bleeding, not to move.  I get up
two times and they stayed there with the
guns. When I got up later on they were not
here,” he said, speaking in English. On its
Facebook page, the hotel posted pictures of
the two other victims, spelled in hospital
records as Renata Weisslen and Wilhem
Weislan, both smiling. “They are ok now,” it
said in a post. A doctor at the hospital told AFP
they were a couple, both 72.

Zazou told AFP that the two attackers were
“not part of an organization”. It was “an individ-
ually motivated attack. This is the initial find-
ing,” said Zazou, who was in Hurghada to visit
the victims, adding that the investigation was
still ongoing. A video published by Egyptian
news websites appeared to show the wound-
ed assailant receiving emergency medical
treatment and being questioned on his identi-
ty. He appears to have been shot in both legs.
Zazou described the assailants as “amateurish”
and said their motive was not yet clear.

On its Facebook page, the hotel said that
“two drugged young men” attacked the restau-

rant with a “fake gun” and “small knives”. But a
worker at the restaurant, who requested
anonymity, told AFP that one of the two men
shouted “there is no god but God” on entering,
and carried a black banner that resembled the
Islamic State group flag. “The door opened and
there was a man holding a knife and a black
cloth with the (Islamic State group) flag on it,” he
said. Another held what appeared to be a gun.
“One of them said: ‘There is no god but God. We
will blow up this place’. The first attacked cus-
tomers sitting at a table, with a knife.”

Previous attacks claimed by IS
The incident further threatened efforts to

repair the country’s damaged tourism indus-
try, coming a day after a Cairo hotel hosting
Israeli tourists came under attack by men who
hurled fireworks and fired birdshot. The
Islamic State group claimed credit for that
attack, which they said targeted “Jewish”
tourists. Police said they were Arab-Israeli
tourists, and the assailants had targeted
policemen outside the hotel and not the
tourists.

The extremist group’s Egypt affiliate is wag-
ing an insurgency in the Sinai Peninsula, and

dealt a body blow to the country’s tourism
industry by claiming to have downed the
Russian airliner in October, killing all the holi-
daymakers on board. The attack prompted
Russia to suspend flights to and from Egypt,
while Britain restricted flights to the Sharm el-
Sheikh resort from where the doomed plane
had departed. After the Russian plane tragedy,
some major tourist operators suspended pack-
ages to Sharm el-Sheikh and Hurghada.

The resorts, which Egypt promoted as jew-
els of its tourism industry, had previously
attracted millions of holidaymakers, including
Russians, Britons and Italians, and are famed
for their pristine beaches and scuba diving.
The country’s tourism industry was dealt sev-
eral heavy blows in 2015. In September, eight
Mexican tourists were mistakenly killed by
Egyptian security forces in the vast Western
Desert. In June, police foiled an attempted sui-
cide bomb attack near the famed Karnak tem-
ple in Luxor - one of Egypt’s most popular her-
itage attractions - when 600 tourists were
inside. Nine Egyptians were sentenced in
November to life in prison for their involve-
ment in the failed attack, while two others
were jailed for seven years. —Agencies

HURGHADA: Egyptian police and security stand guard in front of the Bella Vista Hotel in this Red Sea resort yesterday, a day after the hotel came under attack by knife-wielding assailants. —AFP

BEKAOT CHECKPOINT: Israeli troops
shot dead two Palestinian men at a
checkpoint in the occupied West Bank
yesterday, the Israeli military and
Palestinians said, but details of the inci-
dent were disputed. The soldiers at
Bekaot checkpoint in the northern West
Bank were not injured and Israeli forces
“thwarted the attack and shot the
assailants”, said the military. The
Palestinian Health Ministry confirmed the
two men were dead.

The Israeli military said the men tried
to stab soldiers at the checkpoint but a
Palestinian taxi driver, who asked not be
identified, said the men did not get out of
their vehicle before the soldiers opened
fire. “We were three cars awaiting our turn
to cross, the two men who were killed
were in the car ahead of mine. The soldiers
signaled to them to come forward. When
they got there, they opened fire at the car,”
he said. A military spokeswoman asked
about the taxi driver’s account said the
army was still looking into the incident.

On Friday, an Arab Israeli citizen want-
ed for a Jan 1 gun rampage in Tel Aviv,
that had left three people dead, was killed
in a shootout with police after a week-
long manhunt. Authorities have so far
said his motives were unclear. 

Overnight, the army demolished a
house in the West Bank village of Surda
belonging to a Palestinian who was shot

dead on Oct 3 after killing an Israeli rabbi,
the spokeswoman said.  In November,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
vowed to expedite house demolitions in
the West Bank and east Jerusalem, which
he said were “one of the most efficient
tools” in discouraging Palestinian attacks.
The controversial practice, which critics
claim amounts to collective punishment,
is widely used in the West Bank and
resumed in east Jerusalem in November
after a five-year hiatus.

Also yesterday, Israel returned the
bodies of four Palestinians killed on
Thursday during two attacks in the south-
ern West Bank. They were buried in the
West Bank village of Sair. Thousands fol-

lowed their bodies as they were carried
through the streets, according to an AFP
journalist on the scene. Mohamed
Kawazbeh, the brother of one of those
killed, described them as “four martyr
heroes”. “We are proud of them,” said Ziad
Kawazbeh, a father of one of the victims.
“You can’t have a homeland without mar-
tyrs and to liberate our country we must
sacrifice our martyrs.”

Israel often retains the bodies of
Palestinians killed during attacks, a meas-
ure that has drawn criticism from rights
groups as well as Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas. Since the start of the
year it has returned the bodies of dozens
of Palestinians to their families. —Agencies

Israeli soldiers shoot 
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BEIRUT: A Russian air strike reportedly killed dozens of people in
a rebel-held town in Syria yesterday as a UN envoy visited
Damascus to advance preparations for peace talks planned this
month despite opposition misgivings. Agreement was also
reached for aid to be delivered tomorrow to an opposition-held
town besieged by pro-government forces where United Nations
says there have been credible reports of people dying of starva-
tion, sources said. Aid will be sent simultaneously to two villages
blockaded by rebels.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said at least 39 peo-
ple were killed in the air strike, which hit a court house and
adjoining prison in the town of Maarat al-Numan in Idlib
province. Most of those killed were rebels imprisoned by Al-
Nusra Front, while other victims included prison guards and Al-
Nusra fighters. Among the dead were five civilians, including a
child. Russia has been staging air strikes in Syria in support of
President Bashar Al-Assad since September. The building was
struck with four missiles and the number of dead could increase
due to the large number of wounded, the Observatory said.
Syrian officials could not immediately be reached for comment.

The war has raged on since last month when the Security
Council endorsed a plan for peace talks, a rare case of US-Russian
agreement over a conflict that has killed 250,000 people. The
talks are due to begin on Jan 25 in Geneva. The Syrian govern-
ment told UN envoy Staffan de Mistura yesterday it was ready to
participate but wants to know who would take part from the
opposition, Syrian state media reported.

Foreign Minister Walid Al-Moualem also said it was important
to see a list of groups that would be classified as terrorists as part
of the new diplomatic process, flagging another potential com-
plication. Damascus views all the groups fighting to topple
Assad as terrorists, including rebels who support a political solu-
tion and are represented in a recently formed opposition council
tasked with overseeing the negotiations. A statement from de
Mistura’s office described yesterday’s meeting as useful and said

the envoy had outlined preparations. “The Special Envoy is look-
ing forward to the active participation of relevant parties in the
Geneva talks. He will be continuing his consultations in the
region,” it added.

Syrian rebels and opposition politicians have expressed
doubts over whether the peace talks will begin as planned. Their
concerns over the diplomatic bid include the absence of any men-
tion of Assad’s fate. Earlier this week, they told de Mistura that
before negotiations the Syrian government must stop bombing
civilian areas, release detainees and lift blockades imposed on
opposition-held areas.

Aid Delivery Agreed for Monday
“Can the international community achieve the implementa-

tion of this pre-negotiation stage in the few remaining days? If it
can, there is no problem. But I doubt they can,” Riyad Naasan
Agha, a member of the opposition council, told Reuters. Another
opposition official said on Friday the opposition would not name
its negotiating team until the government did so. The outlook for
the talks has been further clouded by increased tensions
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which back opposing sides in the
conflict. Tensions have risen since Saudi Arabia executed Shiite
cleric Nimr Al-Nimr.

The aid deal agreed yesterday will result in humanitarian
supplies being sent to the opposition-held town of Madaya at
the Lebanese border, and to two villages in the northwestern
province of Idlib that are blockade by rebels. Aid agencies have
warned of widespread starvation in Madaya, where some
40,000 people are at risk. The United Nations said on Thursday
that Damascus had agreed to allow access to all three areas, but
did not say when the delivery would take place. “Both date and
time have been set. Aid will go to three towns on Monday
morning, all at the same time,” said a source familiar with the
matter. A second, pro-Syrian government source confirmed the
details. —Reuters 
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SAIR: Mourners carry the bodies of four Palestinians, who were
killed by Israeli security forces, during their funeral in this West
Bank village yesterday. —AFP


