
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

NEW YORK: A man claiming alle-
giance to the Islamic State extremist
group shot and seriously wounded a
police officer in Philadelphia, open-
ing fire multiple times at point-blank
range with a stolen police gun before
he was arrested, officials said Friday.
The apparent assassination attempt
comes amid heightened security -
and paranoia - in the United States
following last month’s assault by a
radicalized Muslim couple in
California that killed 14 people, and
the November terror attacks in Paris.

Policeman Jesse Hartnett, 33, was
shot three times in his left arm as he
sat in his patrol car late Thursday in
the northeastern city. “I’m shot. I’m
bleeding heavily,” he yelled in a dis-
patch call. Authorities said they were
astonished he survived. Philadelphia
police commissioner Richard Ross
called the attack “absolutely chilling”
and described the officer’s injuries as
“very, very serious”.

Stills captured from video surveil-
lance and released to the press show
the suspect - named by police as
Edward Archer, 30, a local man -
opening fire as he walked towards
the patrol car, extending his arm into
the vehicle and then continuing to
fire as he flees on foot. “If that doesn’t
just make the hairs on your neck just
rise when you see that, it’s scary,” Ross
told reporters. The officer got out of
his vehicle, despite being injured, and
managed to return fire, hitting the
suspect, who was quickly arrested.
“He stated that he pledges his alle-
giance to Islamic State, follows Allah
and that is the reason he was called
upon to do this,” homicide police
Captain James Clark told a news con-
ference. Police said Archer has a crim-
inal record, but that it was unclear
whether he acted alone or as part of
a wider conspiracy. “He doesn’t
appear to be a stupid individual, just
an extremely violent one,” Ross said.
Ross added that he was “absolutely
amazed” that Hartnett, an officer with
four years’ experience, had survived.
“This man fired at least 11 shots from
a nine millimeter at close range,” he
said.

‘Nothing to do with Islam’ 
Police said it was unclear how the

suspect obtained the firearm, which
was stolen from police in Oct 2013.
“That is one of the things that you
absolutely regret the most, that an
officer’s gun is stolen and it is used
against one of your own,” Ross said.
Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney
praised Hartnett’s bravery but urged
people to draw no link between the
criminal act and Islam. “That is abhor-
rent, it’s terrible and it does not repre-
sent the religion in any way, shape or
form or any of its teachings,” Kenney
said. “This is a criminal with a stolen
gun trying to kill one of our officers. It
has nothing to do with being a
Muslim.”

Thursday’s shooting is likely to
raise further concerns about the
threat posed by homegrown extrem-
ists within the United States, inspired
to act by IS jihadists based in Iraq and
Syria. Muslim community activists
have already decried what they call
an unprecedented anti-Muslim back-
lash in the wake of the Paris attacks.
House Homeland Security
Committee chairman Michael
McCaul told reporters: “Once again
we have a radicalized individual in
the United States trying to kill law
enforcement.” He blamed extremist
propaganda on the Internet emanat-
ing from Syria. “The message is clear:
Kill military, attack military installa-
tions and kill police officers. In my
judgment, this individual was carry-
ing out these directives, these orders
if you will, coming out of Raqa, Syria
from ISIS.”

Elsewhere on Friday, two suspects
with alleged ties to the IS group
appeared in court in California and
Texas. Aws Mohammed Younis Al-
Jayab, an Iraqi-born Palestinian who
was arrested on Thursday, came to
the United States from Syria as a
refugee in 2012. He is accused of
fighting in Syria for various terror
groups. Another Iraqi-born
Palestinian, Omar Faraj Saeed Al
Hardan, made an initial court appear-
ance after being indicted in Texas for
providing material support to the IS
group. The head of the FBI, James
Comey, told lawmakers last year that
upwards of 200 Americans have trav-
eled or attempted to travel to Syria to
join IS extremists. — AFP 
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MEXICO CITY: With Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman back in prison, Mexico’s govern-
ment will likely seek to quickly extradite
the slippery drug baron to the United
States rather than risk losing him again,
analysts say. President Enrique Pena Nieto
had balked at any extradition before
Guzman escaped from a top-security
prison on July 11, promising to keep him
behind bars and putting the Sinaloa drug
cartel kingping on trial in Mexico.

Guzman’s recapture by marines in the
coastal city of Los Mochis, Sinaloa state,
on Friday has helped Pena Nieto save face
midway through his six-year term, but he
won’t take the risk of losing him again.
The fear is justified, as Guzman escaped
from two maximum-security prisons, flee-
ing in a laundry cart in 2001 and in a 1.5-
km tunnel in July. And with few high-

security facilities available, Guzman was
sent back to the Altiplano penitentiary
that he escaped from near Mexico City.

“The big question is not if they will
extradite him, but when,” Alejandro Hope,
a security expert and former Mexican
intelligence service official, told AFP. “The
day that Guzman enters a Mexican prison
is the day that he will begin to plan his
next escape,” Hope said. “I don’t think that
the Mexican government wants to run
the risk of another escape.” 

Timing Unclear
Government officials avoided any talk

of extradition following Friday’s arrest,
though prosecutors sought an arrest war-
rant for his extradition in September. But
any extradition could take time as
Guzman’s attorneys won an injunction in

November, arguing that the 58-year-old
kingpin risks the death penalty in the
United States, a punishment that doesn’t
exist in Mexico. Guzman is wanted on
drug trafficking charges in a half-dozen
US states and the Mexican government
said it formally received a US extradition
request on June 25, two weeks before his
escape.

His jailbreak highlighted the corrup-
tion problems facing Mexico’s peniten-
tiary system, as a dozen prison and police
officials were detained over the jailbreak.
US politicians quickly called on President
Barack Obama to pursue Guzman’s extra-
dition. “Given that ‘El Chapo’ has already
escaped from Mexican prison twice, this
third opportunity to bring him to justice
cannot be squandered,” said US senator
and Republican presidential candidate

Marco Rubio.
But Senator Miguel Barbosa, a leader

of Mexico’s leftist opposition Democratic
Revolution Party, said Guzman should
face trial in his homeland. “The easiest
thing would be to swiftly extradite ‘Chapo’
Guzman and, once again, the Mexican
state shows that it doesn’t have the
strength to punish those who commit
crimes in our territory,” Barbosa said.

‘Cross Chapo Off List’ 
Raul Benitez Manaut, a security expert

at the National Autonomous University of
Mexico, said the authorities should “break
with judicial nationalism” and extradite
Guzman. “The government has an obliga-
tion to change opinion and favor his
extradition,” Benitez said. Pena Nieto’s
government showed its willingness to

ship out criminals in September when it
extradited 13 top drug capos to the
United States. Guzman’s capture will likely
help Pena Nieto recover in opinion polls,
analyst said.

His popularity collapsed following the
escape, along with his much-criticized
handling of the presumed massacre of
43 students by a police-backed gang
and a scandal over his wife’s purchase of
a mansion from a government contrac-
tor. “At least he can cross Chapo off the
list,” said Jose Antonio Crespo, political
expert at the Center for Economic
Research and Teaching. “It’s convenient
for Pena Nieto to extradite him, even
though it’s an admission that he can’t
hold him,” Crespo said. This would allow
the president to “wash his hands of ”
Guzman, he said. — AFP 
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PORT-AU-PRINCE: Campaigning for the
second round of Haiti’s presidential elec-
tion opened Friday, with the opposition
candidate refusing to participate with-
out sweeping reforms to the process.
Haiti, the poorest nation in the Americas,
has endured years of political crisis
aggravated by its attempt to recover
from the massive January 2010 earth-
quake that claimed some 200,000 lives.
Candidate Jude Celestin “will not launch
his campaign and will not participate in
the January 24 voting” until recommen-
dations that an independent electoral
commission presented earlier are fully
implemented, his campaign spokesman
Augustin Jinaud told AFP.

Celestin, the runner-up in Haiti’s first-
round vote in October, had earlier
refused to campaign until an independ-
ent electoral commission was estab-
lished to study voting problems. That
commission issued a series of recom-
mendations that included an end to vot-
ing in private homes and the use of
indelible ink on voter’s thumb to prevent
multiple voting. Not all of the recom-
mended measures have been imple-
mented. President Michel Martelly “has
not held elections in five years and now
he urges us to join in this electoral mas-
querade, which we cannot condone,”
Jinaud said. 

Meanwhile Celestin’s government-
backed rival, Jovenel Moise, was out
campaigning Friday in the affluent Port-
au-Prince suburb of Petionville. “An elec-
tion belongs to the people and we must

work for their confidence,” Moise told
AFP. “My strategy is to go out and make
contact with the population, walk with
it, talk with the public. “But in my opin-
ion, (Celestin) is also campaigning,
because he has gone back and forth
across the country,” Moise said.

‘Electoral Coup’
In the October 25 first-round elec-

tion, Moise drew 32.8 percent of the
vote against 25.3 percent for Celestin,

who dismissed the results as a “ridicu-
lous farce”. The contested result sparked
angry and sometimes violent street
protests, with several opposition candi-
dates sharply criticizing the Provisional
Electoral Council (CEP). Meanwhile, the
second-round vote was delayed from
December 27 to January 24. In its report
the independent commission said that
the first round of voting was marred by
fraud and irregularities, and said that 60
percent of poll workers could not do

their jobs properly.
Noting that some Electoral Council

members have been accused of corrup-
tion, the commission added that the CEP
“is not listening to the Haitian people, for
whom it works”. Several hundred oppo-
sition supporters marched Friday in Port-
au-Prince against what they said was “an
electoral coup” and called for “civil dis-
obedience”. The march ended outside
parliament, which is scheduled to recon-
vene on Monday. — AFP 
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PETION-VILLE, Haiti: Supporters of presidential candidate Jovenel Moise, from the PHTK
party, dressed as bananas, walk in the street as they campaign Friday. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: For several weeks, Sam
Mongeau’s three-year-old daughter Bella
has had a lingering cough, while other
members of his family have experienced
nose bleeds, headaches and fatigue.
Mongeau, 40, blames it all on a massive
gas leak near his home in Porter Ranch, a
sleepy middle-class community north-
west of Los Angeles, where a state of
emergency was declared by California’s
governor earlier this week. “Everyone’s
been getting sick,” Mongeau, a sales man-
ager at an area auto dealership, told AFP.
“It’s almost like you wake up every day
from anesthesia, feeling groggy, tired.”

The leak was detected on October 23
in an underground natural gas well at the
Southern California Gas Company’s
(SoCalGas) Aliso Canyon site - one of the
largest gas facilities in the United States.
The well sits about 2,651 m underground,
and the leak is thought to come from a
broken pipe about 500 feet below the
surface. Repeated efforts to stop the leak
by pumping liquid and mud down the
well have failed, and the gas company is
now drilling a relief well to intercept and
plug the damaged well. The operation is
expected to take until late February or
March.

‘Get Some Fresh Air’ 
That timeline is not soon enough for

the area’s 30,000 residents, many of
whom say they are getting sick from the
rotten-egg smell of the odorant put into
the gas to help detect leaks. “I have been
getting nausea and headaches,” said
Linda Noel, 50, as she waited outside a
center set up by the gas company to

assist area residents. “Everyone in the fam-
ily has been to the doctor or to urgent
care. All I want is to get out of here and
get some fresh air.”

Suna Najar, 46, said she has been get-
ting rashes on her neck and face, and her
12-year-old daughter regularly has nose
bleeds. “We are four in the family and they
are offering to relocate us to one hotel
room,” she said. “You feel like this is totally
out of your control and that you’re at
everyone’s mercy.”

More than 10,000 residents have so far
been relocated by the gas company and
hundreds more have asked to be moved.
Two local elementary schools have shut
down, and the students are being shut-
tled to other districts. Meanwhile some
1,000 people have joined a class-action
suit against SoCalGas, many encouraged
by well-known environmental activist Erin
Brockovich, who works for a legal firm
and who has held several town meetings
with residents. Brockovich’s story of tak-
ing on corporate America was made into
a movie in 2000 that earned Julia Roberts
an Oscar.

The gas company and health officials
say the gas leaking from the facility poses
not health risk. Experts however say the
environmental impact will be significant,
as methane is a potent greenhouse gas.
The leak is spewing about 1,000 tons of
methane a day, experts say, the equivalent
to pollution produced daily by 4.5 million
cars. “To put this into perspective, the leak
effectively doubles the (methane) emis-
sion rate for the entire Los Angeles basin,”
said Stephen Conley, a scientist at the
University of California in Davis. — AFP 

Massive California gas 
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PHILADELPHIA: This video still image combo obtained Friday shows a
shooting suspect and a police car on Jan 7, 2016. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Jeb Bush’s US presidential bid is
boiling down to early voting New Hampshire,
some associates say, while others envision his
protracted battle for the Republican nomination
stretching deep into the spring. Either way, sup-
porters and analysts agree it will be difficult for
Bush, a former Florida governor and son and
brother of two presidents, to emerge as the
nominee given American conservatives’ current
appetite for anti-establishment candidates and
the roiling ethno-nationalism of erratic frontrun-
ner Donald Trump.

Bush launched his campaign as the prohibi-
tive favorite, his main hurdle being overcoming
foreign policies of his presidential brother
George W Bush. Jeb’s team, and a supporting
SuperPAC, a fundraising entity allowed to raise
an unlimited amount of money, raked in a
stratospheric $100 million in early months.
Today his poll numbers are in single digits and
other campaigns appear to count him out. He is
mocked relentlessly by Trump, who tweeted
Friday that new figures showing his rival’s poor
favorability were “not good news for Jeb Bush”.

Despite his command of the issues Bush has
appeared stiff and frustrated at Republican
debates. In private, according to one major
donor and acquaintance, Bush has expressed
exasperation at the state of the race, and how a
bullying tycoon with a tenuous grasp of foreign
policy has commandeered the primaries. “He’s
said he can’t quite understand this phenome-
non,” the donor, who spoke under anonymity so
he could discuss the campaign more freely, told
AFP. It has been distressing, the donor said, for
Bush “to see someone like Trump rewarded for
so many intolerant, outrageous, false statements
that he says all the time.”

With Bush running sixth out of 12

Republicans, averaging 3.3 percent in polls, his
campaign reportedly has now cancelled televi-
sion ads in Iowa which votes on Feb 1. Instead
he redeployed many staffers to New Hampshire
to blanket the state until the Feb 8 primary,
members of his state leadership team said. “I’ve
now come to a recognition that New Hampshire
is probably do or die for Jeb,” the donor said. “I
never would have thought that,” he added. “But
he has put so many resources into New
Hampshire, it’s like he’s pushing all the chips into
the center of the table.”

‘Volatile’ Primaries 
Bush is not alone. Fellow establishment can-

didates like New Jersey Governor Chris Christie
and Ohio Governor John Kasich are crowding in
for town-hall events as they make their stands in
the all-important Granite State. “It certainly
doesn’t look wonderful for Jeb Bush,” observed
Steffen Schmidt, an Iowa State University profes-
sor who has analyzed presidential races for 40
years. “When you were supposed to be the
establishment guy and now you’re languishing
at the bottom of the polls with Mike Huckabee
and a bunch of other losers, it’s tough.”

And yet Schmidt insisted a long-term path
exists for Bush beyond Iowa and New
Hampshire, provided he does not tank there.
Wins in those early states carry huge psychologi-
cal boosts, but the primary race is about win-
ning enough overall delegates to earn the nomi-
nation. Schmidt notes that Republicans in sever-
al large states like New York, Illinois, Ohio,
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, which vote in
March and April, and California and New Jersey
in June, are more moderate and less likely to
support Trump or today’s number two candi-
date, conservative Senator Ted Cruz. — AFP 
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PENDELTON, South Carolina: Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush speaks
during a town hall meeting at Dyar’s Diner on Friday. — AP 


