
By Laurent Thomet

With his daring underground
escapes and ability to sneak nar-
cotics under the US-Mexico bor-

der, Mexican drug kingpin Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman earned a new nickname:
“The Lord of Tunnels”. In fact, Guzman
made one last tunnel escape before his
capture on Friday, fleeing through a
drainage system in the city of Los Mochis,
Sinaloa state, as marines hunted him
down. He was finally caught in a stolen car.
The man whose old nickname means
“Shorty” had used the money from a drug
empire whose tentacles reach Europe and
Asia to dig himself out of trouble again
and again.

The bathtub in one of his houses
opened into an escape route through
drainage systems that he used to flee from
troops in early 2014, and he repeated the
act last year from a maximum-security
prison. US and Mexican authorities have
regularly discovered sophisticated tunnels
with rails and electricity used to ship mari-
juana, cocaine and other drugs into the
United States, with cash and weapons
coming the other way.

Folk Legend 
The 58-year-old Sinaloa drug cartel

leader’s legend soared after he humiliated
authorities by escaping prison in his most
ambitious tunnel yet. On July 11, 2015,
after just 17 months at the Altiplano
prison in central Mexico, Guzman slipped
through a hole in his cell’s shower, climbed
on a motorcycle mounted on rails, and
traveled 1.5 km through the tunnel. US
and Mexican law enforcement officials say
Guzman then flew to his home patch on
the Sinaloa-Durango state border because
he is revered as a modern-day Robin Hood
in the region. His octogenarian mother still

lives in his village of La Tuna.
Marines nearly captured him in

October in a remote mountain region.
Authorities said Guzman injured his face
and a leg while falling in the rough terrain,
but special forces failed to nab him. AFP
journalists who visited the area weeks
after the operation found bullet-riddled

homes and cars. Residents said military
helicopters fired on the community during
the operation, prompting hundreds to
flee.

Guzman had been previously captured
on Feb 22, 2014, in the Sinaloa resort of

Mazatlan. He was found in a condo with
his wife and their young twin daughters.
He had been on the lam for 13 years after
escaping a first time in 2001 from another
prison by hiding in a laundry cart. He had
spent eight years in prison following his
1993 capture in Guatemala. Guzman
became a legend of Mexico’s underworld,

with musicians singing his praises in folk
ballads known as “narcocorridos”, tributes
to drug capos. He is said to have been
brazen enough to walk into restaurants in
his state of Sinaloa, ask diners to hand
their cell phones to his bodyguards, eat

calmly and pay everyone’s tabs before
leaving.

‘Public Enemy Number One’ 
Born on April 4, 1957 to a family of

farmers, Guzman had humble beginnings
in a region known as a bastion of drug
trafficking. He dropped out of primary
school to work in marijuana and opium
poppy fields as drug consumption rose in
the neighboring United States. He was
recruited by Guadalajara cartel boss
Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo, the godfather
of Mexico’s modern drug cartels. Guzman’s
job was to contact drug traffickers in
Colombia.

After Felix Gallardo was arrested in
1989, Guzman’s Sinaloa drug cartel began
its meteoric rise. But he had enemies. A
gunfight in 1993 at the airport of
Guadalajara killed the western city’s arch-
bishop, Cardinal Juan Jesus Posadas
Ocampo, allegedly because he was mis-
taken for Guzman. His ability to sneak tons
of cocaine, heroin and marijuana into the
United States made him “Public Enemy
Number One” in Chicago, a moniker that
had been given to US prohibition-era
mafia boss Al Capone.

Guzman “easily surpassed the carnage
and social destruction that was caused by
Capone,” the Chicago Crime Commission
said in Feb 2013. The mustachioed drug
lord made Forbes magazine’s list of bil-
lionaires until he was left out in 2013
because he was believed to have spent
much of his wealth on protection.
Guzman married an 18-year-old beauty
queen, Emma Coronel, in 2007 and is
believed to have 10 children with various
women. His family has paid dearly for his
life of crime. One of his brothers was killed
in a Mexican jail in Dec 2004 and a son
was shot dead in a shopping center park-
ing lot in May 2008. —AFP
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Venezuela plunged into a confusing political
deadlock this week, as the opposition took con-
trol of the country’s legislature but the socialist

government vowed to block its reforms. Here is an
analysis of the different players in the institutional
standoff, their strategic positions, and hazards in the
recession-hit, oil-producing state.

Government 
After 17 years in control, President Nicolas Maduro’s

socialist PSUV party has lost the National Assembly
legislature to the center-right opposition, which is
vowing to get rid of him and reform the economy. But
Maduro is seen as holding sway over the Supreme
Court, where a legal battle is likely to play out. His side
has applied to it to annul the assembly’s reforms. “The
government has chosen the path of outright con-
frontation, raising once again the prospect of serious
political violence,” wrote Phil Gunson, an analyst with
the International Crisis Group. Meanwhile skeptics say
Maduro’s appointment of socialist hardliners to eco-
nomic posts in a cabinet reshuffle this week bodes ill
for change.

Military 
The military could hold the key to resolving dead-

lock in a country prone to unrest. The defense minister
and head of the armed forces, General Vladimir
Padrino, pledged the military’s “absolute loyalty and
unconditional support” for Maduro. “The armed forces
is a complex institution and its behavior in the event
of a political crisis of such scale is difficult to predict,”
said Diego Moya-Ocampos, a London-based
Venezuelan analyst with research group IHS Country
Risk. “The armed forces will play a key role behind the
scenes. Crucially they will prevent any confrontation
between Venezuelans or between pro-government
and opposition groups.”

Opposition 
The opposition coalition MUD swore in a two-thirds

majority in the assembly after winning December’s
elections. However Maduro supporters say that “super-
majority” - which is large enough to give the opposi-
tion the power to launch constitutional measures to
oust the president - is not legitimate. Their claim is
based on the fact that the Supreme Court has sus-
pended three opposition lawmakers pending allega-
tions of electoral fraud. “ The institutional crisis
between the government and the legislature will esca-
late further as the MUD and the PSUV struggle to con-
trol the Supreme Court,” said Moya-Ocampos. He said
the deadlock will likely cause instability and a worsen-
ing of economic hardship for ordinary Venezuelans.

Venezuelan People 
December’s vote was widely seen as punishment

for the government by an electorate fed up with eco-
nomic chaos. “People are hoping their problems will
be solved, but if the days go by and things go on like
this, social tension will be exacerbated,” said Asdrubal
Oliveros, of Venezuelan research group Ecoanalitica.
The plunging price of oil has hit Venezuela’s foreign
revenues. Venezuelans are having to queue for hours
to buy rations of cooking oil, toilet paper and other
basics. Domestic worker Gilma Vasquez said she voted
to “end the queues.” But in the current deadlock, she
says, “I am afraid that nothing will change.”

International Community 
The United States and Venezuela’s Latin American

neighbors are watching closely. Before the elections
the United Nations expressed concern for jailed oppo-
sition leaders and the independence of the judiciary.
Long at odds with Maduro and his predecessor Hugo
Chavez, Washington has called for a “transparent” res-
olution. Maduro’s Venezuelan Foreign Minister Delcy
Rodriguez rejected that as “inter ference”. The
Organization of American States called for “dialogue
and peace.” Its leader Luis Almagro warned Maduro
against “distorting the voice of the people” after the
vote.

“The fact that the opposition was able to achieve a
peaceful, democratic change of leadership in the
Venezuelan parliament may suggest there is light at
the end of the country’s tunnel,” wrote Gunson. “But
for now no one can be sure it is not the headlight of an
oncoming train.”  —AFP
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Captured Mexico kingpin: ‘The Lord of Tunnels’

By Dr James J Zogby 

At the close of 2015, Zogby Research Services (ZRS)
conducted face to face polling of 5,374 Muslim
youth between the ages of 15 to 34 in eight Arab

countries: Morocco, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Jordan, and Palestine. We had been commis-
sioned by the Tabah Foundation to explore the views of
Arab Muslim millennials, specifically with regard to their
attitudes toward religious identity, religious leadership,
the role of the state in religious affairs, the need for
reform, and religious extremism. The results of the study
provided fascinating insights into the views of a much
“talked about” but not often “talked to” generation of
Arabs.

What we learned was that, in the main, Muslim millen-
nials: were committed to their faith; recognized a need
for renewal in Muslim discourse; saw a need for a more
visible role for women in religious life; believed that reli-
gion would play an important part in their country’s
future; and rejected extremist groups as a perversion of
their faith.  

While there were observable differences in the atti-
tudes of young Arab Muslims from the different countries
included in the study, overall we found a generation
committed to their Muslim identity, seeing their faith as
more of a “private spiritual affair” than “just about beliefs
and laws defining right and wrong”. It was noteworthy
that the importance of Muslim identity was more pro-
nounced in societies that were more pluralistic (like UAE,

Kuwait, and Egypt)-the very same societies where young
Muslims indicated that they felt tension between the
“temptations of today’s society” and their Muslim faith. 

Key Role
When asked to identify the most important aspects of

their faith, most frequently cited were “living by Islamic
ethics and morals” and addressing the “political issues fac-
ing Muslim societies”. And while majorities in most coun-
tries disagreed that religion was the source of decline in
the Arab World and believed that religion has a key role to
play in their country’s future, there were differing views
about the role of the state in administering religious
affairs. Only in Egypt, Kuwait, and Palestine, were majori-
ties inclined to support the state’s involvement in any-
thing related to religion. The only areas where majorities
in all eight countries agreed with government interven-
tion were in “ensuring that religious discourse is not used
to promote violence, incitement, and hatred” and in ban-
ning movies, TV, etc, if they “breach the values of society”. 

Substantial majorities of millennials in all eight coun-
tries felt that the “language used to speak about Islam”
and the topics and issues addressed by scholars and
preachers needed to be made more relevant to today’s
life, which is why many also claimed that Friday sermons
were either a “tirade”, “boring”, or “the government’s
voice”.  

Muslim millennials frequently pointed to their coun-
try’s grand mufti or other prominent religious scholars as
being the authorities to consult on matters of religion,

but a significant number pointed to religious TV shows as
“their most important source or guidance and direction”.
And majorities of young men and women in every coun-
try agreed that there was a need for more women reli-
gious scholars and preachers.  

Perversion
What also came through quite clearly was the fact

that Muslim millennials overwhelmingly reject extremist
groups and movements largely identifying them as a
“complete perversion of Islam”. And they identify “cor-
rupt, repressive, and unrepresentative governments” and
“extremist religious teaching” as the principal reasons
why some of their contemporaries join these groups.  

The upshot of this study is that Arab Muslim millenni-
als, like their age cohorts in other parts of the world, are
struggling to find their place in a rapidly changing world.
They are neither a “lost generation” nor are they an amor-
phous unthinking mass without definite ideas about the
future of the societies they will soon inherit. They are not
to be feared, nor should their insistence that there be
change be ignored. As the Tabah Foundation noted in
commissioning this study “it is only by knowing this gen-
eration that we can address the seismic religious, cultural,
social, and political shifts taking place in the Arab World
today and in the future”. 

NOTE: The full report will be released at an event in Abu
Dhabi this coming week and will be available on the
Foundation’s website www.tabahfoundation.org. Dr James
J Zogby is the President of the Arab American Institute

Muslim millennials’ views on religion

Washington Watch

A Mexican navy marine inspects an
open manhole after the recapture of
Mexico’s most wanted drug lord,
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman in the city
of Los Mochis, Mexico on Friday. (Inset)
Guzman is escorted into a helicopter at
Mexico City’s airport. —AP/AFP


