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In all, 45 of the remaining inmates have been approved
for transfer, and the Pentagon is trying to find countries to
take them. Many are from Yemen and cannot go back giv-
en the country’s collapse into civil war. US Defence
Secretary Ashton Carter in December signed off on 17 of
the 45 to be transferred as soon as this month, and offi-
cials say a further flurry of releases is expected in the com-
ing weeks. Even if all 45 are released, the remaining
inmates are expected to stay in indefinite detention.
These include the “9/11 Five,” a group of five men accused
of plotting the Sept 11, 2001 attacks that unfolded in New

York, at the Pentagon and in the skies over Pennsylvania.
In the case of Kandari, the Pentagon released virtually

no information about the detainee, as is typical with
Guantanamo inmates. According to his leaked 2008
prison file, published by WikiLeaks and the New York
Times, the 40-year-old was a “committed member” of Al-
Qaeda and was an influential religious figure for the
group’s fighters in Afghanistan. He was initially captured
in Dec 2001 and sent to Guantanamo in May the follow-
ing year. Since 2002, a total of 779 detainees have been
held at Guantanamo. Inmates are kept without recourse
to the regular US legal processes and some likely will die
in prison without ever being convicted of a crime. — AFP 

Kandari whisked off to hospital...
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in D&G’s boutiques throughout the Middle East, as
well as in Milan, Munich, Paris and London, popular
destinations for well-heeled shopping tourists from the
region.

The mini collection, billed as capturing the “allure of
the Middle East”, has generated a stir of interest on social
media with designers Stefano Gabbana and Domenico
Dolce generally winning praise for demonstrating that
dressing modestly does not have to mean dressing drab.
A spokeswoman for the designers said there was no par-
ticular agenda other than catering for their customers’
requirements. “It is not the first capsule collection Dolce
and Gabbana has designed and dedicated to a specific
market,” she told AFP. “In the past, they have created col-
lections for the China market, as well as Brazil, Japan and
Mexico. So it’s a collection without any ideological or
polemic attitude.”

The company describes the pieces as “a reverie amidst
the desert dunes and skies of the Middle East: an enchant-
ing visual story about the grace and beauty of the marvel-
lous women of Arabia”. Ankle-length dresses come in
both subtle, sandy shades and dark, almost black, hues.

Some are embellished with the bright motifs that fea-
tured in D&G’s main spring/summer 2016 collection:
Daisies, lemons, white dots and red roses.

Fabrics include Georgette, a type of sheer crepe, and
charmeuse, another lightweight material, with much use
made of lace for trim and inserts. Oversized jewellery and
sunglasses also give the collection D&G’s distinctive signa-
ture. According to a report by management consultancy
Bain, sales of personal luxury goods in the Middle East
totalled $8.7 billion in 2015, up nearly 28 percent from
2014. Other top fashion brands have already attempted
to boost their sales in the region with collections tailor-
made for the market, notably Oscar de la Renta, DKNY
and Tommy Hilfiger.

Last year saw Japanese retailer Uniqlo enlist British
designer Hana Tajima to design a range aimed at Muslim
women in the run-up to the fasting month of Ramadan,
while Sweden’s H&M cast its first hijab wearing model,
Mariah Idrissi. Idrissi said D&G’s entry to this particular
market was “definitely a positive thing”. “I think (fashion
houses) are realising; let’s not just do it in that one month,
let’s make this something to stay, because they’ve realised
the potential and how much Muslim women spend on
fashion,” she told Britain’s Daily Telegraph. —AFP 

D&G unveils designs for Muslim women
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“The follow-up work allowed us to document meetings
between attorneys of the now-detainee and these people,”
she said, adding that the matter was under investigation.The
manhunt led to his recapture, which featured one last under-
ground escape for the man who became known as “The Lord
of Tunnels” for his ability to ship drugs to the US under the
border and dig his way out of trouble. Guzman was nearly
captured in the mountain region in October, but marines
chasing him in a helicopter decided not to shoot because he
was accompanied by two women and a girl, Gomez said. The
months-long investigation culminated in a house in Los
Mochis, which authorities began to stake out in December.

Marines were met by gunfire when they swooped in on
Friday, leaving five suspects dead and one marine wounded.
Six others were detained in the operation. Guzman and his
security chief fled through the city’s drainage system, repeat-
ing a tactic the drug kingpin successfully used in escaping
authorities in 2014 in the nearby city of Culiacan. This time
however the marines expected such a move, Gomez said. The
wanted men came out of a manhole and stole a car, but they
were captured on a road and taken to a motel, where Guzman
was seated on a bed, wearing a dirty sleeveless shirt -an igno-
minious end for a kingpin whose billionaire drug business
reaches as far as Asia and Europe.

The 58-year-old’s arrest provided a major sigh of relief for
President Enrique Pena Nieto, whose administration was
humiliated when Guzman broke out of prison. “Mission
accomplished: We got him,” Pena Nieto wrote on Twitter. But

calls quickly mounted among US politicians for Mexico to ship
Guzman to the United States, where he also faces charges in
half a dozen US states. The Americans had sent an extradition
request two weeks before his July escape.

Some questioned Mexico’s ability to hold on to Guzman,
who previously escaped from another maximum-security
prison in 2001 by hiding in a laundry cart with inside help.
More than a dozen prison and federal police officials have
been arrested on charges of helping Guzman flee again last
year, along with several associates of the drug lord who
worked from the outside on building the tunnel. “Given that
‘El Chapo’ has already escaped from Mexican prison twice, this
third opportunity to bring him to justice cannot be squan-
dered,” said US senator and Republican presidential hopeful
Marco Rubio. Senator John McCain congratulated Mexico’s
navy for the capture, but he added: “Now let’s extradite him to
the US.” US President Barack Obama’s administration did not
indicate whether it would press Pena Nieto to send Guzman
across the border.

US Attorney General Loretta Lynch said Guzman will “now
have to answer for his alleged crimes,” without indicating
where. The Mexican attorney general’s office secured an extra-
dition warrant in September, but Guzman’s attorneys sought
an injunction that could delay the process. But a leading
Mexican politician, Senator Miguel Barbosa of the leftist
opposition Democratic Revolution Party, is already opposing
an extradition. “The easiest thing would be to swiftly extradite
‘Chapo’ Guzman and, once again, the Mexican state shows
that it doesn’t have the strength to punish those who commit
crimes in our territory,” Barbosa said. — AFP 

Mexican drug lord sent back to prison
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His death touched off anti-Saudi demonstrations else-
where in the Shiite world, including the attacks in Iran.
Riyadh was accused of silencing his criticism by killing him.
The GCC groups Bahrain, Kuwait Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

In response to the Iran incidents, Riyadh and Bahrain,
which has a Shiite majority, severed diplomatic relations
with Tehran. Kuwait recalled its ambassador, the UAE
downgraded its ties, and Oman and Qatar condemned
the attacks. And they threatened yesterday to “take oth-
er measures against Iran if it continues its aggression”,
without spelling them out.  “We are looking at addition-
al measures to be taken if it (Iran) continues with its cur-

rent policies,” Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir said
during a press conference after the meeting. “The esca-
lation is coming from Iran, not from Saudi Arabia or the
GCC .... We are evaluating Iran’s moves and taking steps
to counter them...things will be clearer in the near
future,” he said. Jubeir also said his country had asked
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, of which Iran is
a member, to convene an extraordinary meeting to dis-
cuss the aggression against its embassy.

Iran has said the kingdom is to blame for the diplo-
matic crisis. In a letter to the UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon published by Iranian news agencies earlier yes-
terday, Iran’s foreign minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
complained about Saudi Arabia’s “provocations”
towards Tehran. — Agencies 

GCC condemns Iranian interference
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The 45 seconds of black-and-white Dec 26 footage, which
the Navy said was shot from a Seahawk helicopter, shows
what appears to be an oil tanker passing by. A flash appears
on the left side of the video and after zooming in, it shows
small boats the Navy said were Iranian firing rockets. The
Navy has said the USS Harry S Truman aircraft carrier, the USS
Bulkeley destroyer and a French frigate were nearby at the
time, as well as commercial vessels.

There was no immediate reaction in Tehran to the video’s
release. Previously, Gen Ramezan Sharif, a Revolutionary
Guard spokesman, said his forces didn’t carry out any drills
there at that time and called the American comments “psy-
chological warfare”. Military vessels taking part in the war
against the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria also pass
through the strait, a narrow waterway between Iran and
Oman. The US Navy previously said Iran gave 23-minutes
warning over maritime radio before opening fire with
unguided rockets.

The Strait of Hormuz is only about 33 km wide at its nar-
rowest point. Ships traversing the chokepoint have even less
room to maneuver. The shipping lane in either direction is
only 3 km wide, with a 3 km buffer zone between them. The
US Navy’s 5th Fleet is based in nearby Bahrain, on the south-
ern coast of the Gulf. It conducts anti-piracy patrols in the
greater Gulf and serves as a regional counterbalance to Iran.

US and Iranian forces clashed in the Strait of Hormuz in the
1980s, during the Iran-Iraq war. On April 18, 1988, the US

attacked two Iranian oil rigs and sank or damaged six Iranian
vessels, including two naval frigates, in Operation Praying
Mantis. That came after the near-sinking of the missile frigate
USS Samuel B Roberts by an Iranian mine. A few months later,
in July 1988, the USS Vincennes in the strait mistook an Iran
Air flight heading to Dubai for an attacking fighter jet, shoot-
ing down the plane and killing all 290 passengers and crew
onboard. The shoot-down of the jet came shortly after the US
vessel reported coming under fire from Iranian speedboats.

Tensions have persisted in the strait even into this year.
Iran sank a replica of a US aircraft carrier in February near
the strait and it earlier tested out so-called “suicide drones”
it said could crash into naval vessels. Iran seized a Marshall
Islands-flagged cargo ship and later released it in May after
its forces had earlier surrounded a US-flagged cargo ship
transiting the strait. That caused the 5th Fleet to escort
commercial ships traveling in the Gulf for a short time.

Iran and world powers led by the US agreed to a landmark
nuclear deal earlier this year to limit Tehran’s enrichment of
uranium in exchange for lifting economic sanctions. Iran has
always denied seeking nuclear arms. The deal reached with
moderate President Hassan Rouhani’s administration has
been panned by Iranian hard-liners, and in the months since,
Iran has conducted missile tests criticized by the US, as well
as aired footage on state television of an underground mis-
sile base. In recent days, regional tensions have been escalat-
ed even higher as Iran and Saudi Arabia face off after the exe-
cution of Nimr Al-Nimr and the storming of the kingdom’s
diplomatic posts in Iran. -— AP 

US releases Iran rocket fire video

A Syrian refugee boy plays on the beach at the Ramlet al Bayda public beach in Beirut yesterday. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: The US refugee program came under
fresh criticism after federal authorities revealed that two
Iraqi-born men arrested on terrorism-related charges had
come to America as refugees. While there was no evi-
dence the men intended or planned attacks in the United
States, Republican lawmakers already concerned about
the federal government’s ability to properly vet Syrian
refugees said the cases highlight weaknesses in the pro-
gram that put Americans’ safety at risk.

“How many ticking time bombs are we going to bring
in in this refugee program without a proper vetting sys-
tem in place?” Rep Michael McCaul and chairman of
House Homeland Security Committee, said at a news
conference Friday. He and other GOP lawmakers urged
the Senate to pass legislation to block refugees from Iraq
and Syria until screening is improved. The House passed
a bill in November.

The uproar comes after weeks of fervent debate in
Washington and on the presidential campaign trail about
tighter security screens in the wake of attacks in Paris and
San Bernardino, California. Immigrant advocates said
they have full confidence in the vetting process and that

tens of thousands of Iraqi refugees have been successful-
ly resettled under the program.

On Thursday, federal authorities in California accused
23-year-old Aws Mohammed Younis Al-Jayab of
Sacramento of traveling to Syria to fight and lying to US
officials about it. Jayab had come to the United States as
a refugee in Oct 2012, and discussed on social media
how he fought against the regime in Syria as a teen,
authorities said. In Texas, 24-year-old Omar Faraj Saeed
Al-Hardan of Houston was indicted on charges that he
tried to provide material support to the extremists. Both
suspects are Palestinians born in Iraq, authorities said.

The US annually accepts 70,000 refugees from around
the world, including people fleeing violence, religious
persecution and war, and has announced plans to
increase the number to 85,000 this year. Since the 2001
terrorist attacks, about 785,000 refugees have arrived in
the country, and fewer than 20 have been arrested or
removed over terrorism-related concerns, according to
the State Department.

White House spokesman Josh Earnest said Friday the
screening of refugees is rigorous and thorough. He

repeated the administration’s opposition to proposals
that would impose a religious test or bar individuals from
the US based on their ethnicity. “That doesn’t represent
who we are as a country and, most importantly, it’s not
going to keep us safe,” Earnest said.

More than 127,000 Iraqi refugees have arrived in the
United States since Oct 2006, with the largest numbers
headed toward California, Michigan and Texas, according
to State Department statistics.  Some Iraqis go through
the U.N. refugee agency, while some can apply directly to
the refugee program in Jordan, Egypt and Iraq.

Suspicion 
Melanie Nezer, vice president for policy and advocacy

at the Jewish refugee agency HIAS, said she worries the
recent backlash might place law-abiding refugees under
suspicion. She said she has confidence in the govern-
ment’s screening measures and that these are continually
updated by federal intelligence officials. “The vast majori-
ty of refugees, including Iraqi refugees, have not caused
any harm to our country and will not cause any harm to
our country,” she said.

Federal authorities said Jayab promised to provide
weapons training to Hardan and advised him on how he
would be assigned to the battlefield once he arrived in
Syria. While authorities say Jayab fought twice in Syria,
including with a group eventually linked to Islamic State,
there is no indication that Hardan actually traveled there.
Hardan became a legal permanent resident of the United
States in 2011 and applied in 2014 to become a US citi-
zen, authorities said. Jayab was interviewed by immigra-
tion officials in 2014 for his green card and did not dis-
close his recent travel to Syria, authorities said.

Security screenings for immigrants and travelers have
come under increased scrutiny because of recent attacks.
Rules have been tightened for visa-free travel to the
United States and lawmakers have vowed to look into
the fiancÈ visa program, which was used by the husband-
and-wife attackers in San Bernardino who killed 14 peo-
ple last month. On Friday, senior White House officials
and members of the president’s national security team
traveled to Silicon Valley to seek tech industry help to
stop the Islamic State and other groups from radicalizing
people online. — AP 

US refugee program decried after terror arrests


