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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecom-
munications company in Kuwait, hon-
ored Kuwaiti Powerboat racer Yousef Al
Rubayan, who recently retired after 21
years of achievements in local and
international competitions. 

Zain expressed its pride in Al
Rubayan’s achievements, as the com-
pany was one of the main sponsors
who supported him during his recent
participation in the UIM F1 H2O
Powerboat World Championship, in
which he proudly achieved the second
place title. 

Zain’s sponsorship adds to its long
list of Kuwaiti champions the company
supports in local and international
sporting events, as it comes in line
with Zain’s Corporate Social
Responsibility strategy towards the
youth and sports sectors.

Zain’s sponsorship of Al Rubayan
showcased its keenness to foster the
further development and success of
Kuwaiti athletes in the many fields of
sports. Powerboat racing is increasing-
ly becoming a well-recognized water
sport among Kuwaiti youth, thus Zain’s

eagerness to support Al Rubayan in his
professional career in which he raised
the Kuwaiti flag high in local and inter-
national competitions. 

Al Rubayan’s Powerboat racing
career saw him achieving many titles,
including the second place title of last
year’s world championship, the fifth
place in the World’s F1 Championship
in 2013, the third place in Qatar ’s
round during 2013, the second place
in the World’s F2 Championship in
2010, as well as the third place in the
World’s Championship in 2009. 
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LAHAINA: Jordan
Spieth plays his shot
from the 13th tee
during round two of
the Hyundai
Tournament of
Champions at the
Plantation Course at
Kapalua Golf Club on
Friday in Lahaina,
Hawaii.  —AFP

LAHAINA: World number one Jordan
Spieth delivered a putting masterclass
on the way to a flawless nine-under-par
64 that took him four shots clear at the
halfway stage of the Hyundai
Tournament of Champions.  Spieth, who
would match Tiger Woods with a sev-
enth PGA win before the age of 23
should he finish top of the leaderboard
today, putted brilliantly on greens he
said were the slowest he had ever
encountered on the PGA Tour.  Boosted
by a 35-foot chip-in eagle at the par-five
ninth, the Texan added seven birdies to
post a 16-under 130 halfway total, with
first round leader Patrick Reed (69),

Kevin Kisner (65) and Fabian Gomez (66)
tied for second on 12-under.  Spieth is
also on track to beat the tournament
record of 31-under set by Ernie Els in
2003, though he said the South African’s
mark was probably safe.

“I guess it’s possible but that’s asking
a lot,” Spieth told reporters at the
Kapalua Plantation course on Maui.
“(Another) 16-under will be difficult to
duplicate.

“I don’t know if I could have scored
much better these first couple of days.”
Should he lift the trophy on Sunday it
would be 22-year-old’s seventh victory
on the PGA Tour, matching the number

achieved by Woods before turning 23.
Only Horton Smith, who won 14 times
from 1928-30, piled up more victories by
that age.

Posting his second straight bogey-
free round, Spieth plundered the par-
fives, playing them in a total of five-
under, and on the few occasions he was
in danger of dropping a shot his flawless
cross-handed putting came to the res-
cue.  He sank testing par-savers on the
16th and 17th holes and then finished
his round in style, coaxing in a 13-foot
birdie at the par-five 18th where his ball
teetered on the edge of the cup before
dropping in.

“It’s nice to have no blemishes on the
card,” said the Masters and U.S. Open
champion. “I started slapping it around
(on) 16 and 17, but fortunately those
saves really kept us on the go and
allowed me to have that confidence on
18.  “Patience is going to be key this
weekend. There’s going to be a lot of
birdies made. “If I can continue to ...
keep a blemish-free card, we’re going
to be in good position.” Spieth’s put-
t ing impressed former Tour player
Notah Begay,  who told  the Goldf
Channel: “He’s putting as well as any-
body ever has in the history of the
game”. —Reuters

Spieth goes four clear at Tournament of Champions

JOHANNESBURG: England’s Daniel Brooks grabbed a
one-shot lead at the BMW SA Open in Johannesburg
yesterday as the field completed a second round held
over from Friday due to bad weather.  In all 78 players
had to return to the course to finish their first 36 holes.

Brooks’ only previous European Tour title came at the
2014 Madeira Islands Open in a tournament which was
reduced to just 36 holes because of the weather.  And he
again showed he likes the going to be tough as he
claimed six birdies in 11 holes upon the resumption to
fire a 67 and move to nine under 135, one shot clear of
South African Keith Horne who completed a 69 on
Friday.  “It was quite breezy yesterday afternoon and I
wasn’t playing that great as well, it was nice to come in
for me for a bit of a rest, it was needed,” Brooks said.

“It’s going be a long day having played 11 holes this
morning so I’ll just go out there and have some fun.
“Last year I got off to a really slow start and only started
playing well halfway through the year so hopefully it’ll
be the opposite way round this year.”

Branden Grace was a further shot back after a bogey-
bogey finish in his resumed round alongside Jbe Kruger
who completed a 70 on Friday as South African golfers
dominated the leaderboard.

Grace had been impressive form on Friday and held a
share of the lead when he resumed on the 12th at five
under for his round.  He birdied the 14th to move ahead
on his own, but bogeys on the 17th and 18th saw him
drop back.

“I played some good golf and then didn’t get it going
this morning,” he said. “I made a couple of good putts
and then let it slip on 15 with a three-putt on the par
five and then just a couple of bad swings to follow that.”
Former US Open champion Retief Goosen was in the
group on 140, but defending champion Andy Sullivan
missed the cut with rounds of 75 and 72.

Also packing his bags was tournament host Ernie Els
who fired rounds of 73-74. — AFP

Brooks leads SA Open 

after two rounds

LAHAINA: Brooks Koepka plays his shot from the
fourth tee during round two of the Hyundai
Tournament of Champions at the Plantation Course at
Kapalua Golf Club on Friday in Lahaina, Hawaii. —AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Ernie Els is deter-
mined to put struggles with his short

putting game behind him by working
with a changed grip and playing golf

“properly” again this year after battling
with the yips.

The 46-year-old four-times major
champion has missed some crucial short
putts over the last year and again at the
South African Open this week, where he
duffed one from 18 inches on his way to
missing the cut.

“I’m really looking forward to playing
golf properly this year. I’m tired of being
uncomfortable on those little puts. I
want to give this cross handed method a
real go,” he said during a stint of televi-
sion commentary on Saturday during the
third round of the European Tour event
at the Glendower Golf Club.  Els has tried
the grip, where the left hand is low,
briefly before, but has struggled with the
yips, a nervous condition in which ath-
letes suddenly lose their ability to per-
form a certain skill.

He still feels positive about his game
even after describing 2015 as his worst
year in golf as he plummeted to 191st in
the world rankings.

“I am really very comfortable in life, in
general, I’m having a good time out
there. Like Bobby Locke once said, he’s
never seen a grumpy good putter. But
you see a lot of grumpy bad putters,” the
South African said.

Els, British Open champion in 2012,
said he would play in Abu Dhabi and
Qatar on the European Tour this month
before heading to the U.S. PGA Tour.

“Depending on the weather I’m going
to start my season at Pebble Beach (Feb.
11-14) or Riviera (Feb. 18-21),” he said.  “I
would love to have competed at the
Olympics but I’m so far down the rank-
ings, I’d need to win a couple of Majors to
get back into contention,” he said of
golf ’s return to the Games in Rio de
Janeiro in August.

“I think it’s wonderful for our sport to
be included in the Olympics and to meet
the other athletes must be wonderful,”
he added. — Reuters

Els hoping to take a firm grip on the yips

KOTA KINABALU: This handout photo taken and released by Lagardere Sports yesterday shows Namchok Tantipokhakul of
Thailand posing with the championship trophy after the final round of the Warisan Harta Sabah Masters golf tournament at the
Sutera Harbour Golf and Country Club in Kota Kinabalu. —AFP 


