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Children play in the surf at Kite Beach with the Burj al Arab, the Dubai Marina and a man flying a powered parachute in the background in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. — AP

Adventurer Tracey Curtis-Taylor smiles after arriving in her vintage, open-cockpit 1942 Boeing Stearman aircraft at Sydney International airport in
Sydney. — AFP photos

Adventurer Tracey Curtis-Taylor yesterday
completed her epic flight from Britain to
Australia, landing her vintage, open-cock-

pit 1942 Boeing Stearman in Sydney. “I need a
drink,” she joked after finishing the final leg of
the three-month journey which saw her contend
with some treacherous weather in the air and
logistical obstacles on the ground.

Modeled after pioneering aviator Amy

Johnson’s historic 1930 solo flight from England
to Australia, Curtis-Taylor said her journey was a
homage to female pilots of the past. She said fly-
ing the open cockpit biplane had given her an
“insight into something of what she (Johnson)
went through getting here”.

“The flying has been sensational and that’s
why you do it,” she told reporters at Sydney air-
port shortly after her arrival. “To fly something

like this, low level, halfway around the world
seeing all the the most iconic landscapes, geolo-
gy, vegetation... it’s just the best view in the
world. It’s the best adventure in the world.”

Curtis-Taylor, who flew from Cape Town to
Goodwood, England in 2013, took off from
Farnborough on October 1, with a flight path
over Europe, the Middle East and Asia. The route
of nearly 21,000 kilometers saw her stop in
places such as Vienna, Istanbul and Amman
before she headed to Pakistan and India and on
to Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

She crossed the Timor Sea to Australia this
month. Curtis-Taylor said she struck some bad
weather, mostly in Eastern Europe, as she flew
the stick and rudder airplane with basic period
instruments. But as the journey involved fre-
quent stops because of the plane’s short range,
many of her obstacles were not related to flying.

“I’ve lost my rag several times dealing with
people on the ground,” she said, adding that she
spent seven hours trying to get fuel at one air-
port. “In the end I just lay down on the tarmac
and went to sleep with my head on my hand-
bag.” She said that it was an experience to fly
over Australia, where her stops included the out-
back towns of Tennant Creek and Alice Springs
and flying over the monolithic rock Uluru. Curtis-
Taylor, 53, said she would love to continue the
adventure and fly up north along Australia’s east
coast. But instead the plane, which the aviator
said “did not miss a beat” during the epic jour-
ney, will be shipped to the United States. —AFP 

AFI Awards honor ‘Game
of Thrones,’ ‘Mad Max’ 

“The Martian” gang mixed with
the “Star Wars” team, WB’s
Sue Kroll chatted with Harvey

Weinstein, while Cate Blanchett, Ryan
Gosling, Steven Spielberg and F Gary
Gray accepted congrats for their work at
the 16th AFI Awards Friday afternoon at
the Four Seasons in Beverly Hills.

The event honored 10 films and 10
TV works that had been announced last
month as being “the year’s most out-
standing storytelling,” and as usual, the
mood was high energy yet relaxed. The
honorees knew that they were all win-
ners, so there was no suspense, with no
acceptance speeches, minimal red-car-
pet coverage and no fashion commen-
tary. And a key to the buoyant mood:
There were no TV cameras focusing on
the 220 people in the room.

In the two-hour luncheon, each of
the 20 works got a film clip of a few
minutes, with the biggest reactions
going to “Martian,” “Mad Max: Fury
Road” and “Straight Outta Compton” on
the film side, with  “Better Call Saul,”
“Black-ish” and a “Mad Men” montage
getting the most whoops on the TV
side.

The heavy-hitters in attendance
included Bob Iger, Jim Gianopulos, John
Landgraf, David Nevins, Matt Blank,
Brad Grey, Donna Langley, Cheryl
Boone Isaacs, Ron Meyer, Ted Sarandos
and Chris Silberman. Film and TV cre-
ators on hand included Adam McKay,
George Miller, Pete Docter, Jonas Rivera,
Drew Goddard, Ridley Scott, Lenny
Abrahamson, Tom McCarthy, Josh
Singer, JJ Abrams, Lawrence Kasdan,
Vince Gilligan, Matthew Weiner, Ilene
Chaiken, Brian Grazer, David Benioff, DB
Weiss, Aziz Ansari, Joel Fields, Michael
Giacchino and Mark Johnson.

AFI selects a jury every year to weigh

the potential honorees, with Rich Frank
and Tom Pollock respectively heading
the TV and film panels. For TV, the AFI
panel always salutes a mix of new TV
works and continuing series. The jury
also voted a special award to “Mad
Men,” which concluded this year and
which had chalked up more AFI honors
in its nine-year run than any other
series.

The films saluted were “The Big
Short,” “Bridge of Spies,” “Carol,” “Inside
Out,” “Mad Max: Fury Road,” “The
Martian,” “Room,” “Spotlight,” “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens,” and “Straight Outta
Compton.” On the TV side: “The
Americans,” “Better Call Saul,” “Black-ish,”
“Empire,” “Fargo,” “Game of Thrones,”
“Homeland,” “Master of None,” “Mr.
Robot” and “Unreal.”

AFI president-CEO Bob Gazzale said,
“This is a campaign-free zone. You don’t
have to thank anybody; we are here to
thank you.” He also pointed out that the
event is a showbiz rarity: An event
where the honorees do not have to buy
tables, thanks to the sponsors Audi and
American Airlines.  Robert Towne deliv-
ered the annual benediction in tribute
to the honorees and their remarkable
achievements in film and television.

Last year, six of AFI’s best pic hon-
orees also scored best-picture Oscar
nominations; in the previous year, it was
seven of the top 10. However, the
American Film Institute downplays its
role as a harbinger of Oscar attention.
Execs at the organization, including
Gazzale, have always stressed that their
list recognizes a community of artists,
and is not competitive. AFI does not
rank choices, only listing them alpha-
betically. — Reuters 

George Miller arrives at the AFI Awards at the Four Seasons Hotel on Friday, Jan 8,
2016, in Los Angeles. — AP

Female pilot lands after epic
journey in 1942 aircraft

Tracey Curtis-Taylor (rear) comes in to land.


