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Kiosk No. 1 and
the Souq Al-Hareem

Story and photos by Athoob A. Alshuaibi

One of only three female vendors left at the
famed Souq Al-Hareem in Kuwait  City,
Umm Talal arrives early every morning to
open her shop. Her assistants usually come
a few minutes before, often to find that it’s

been vandalized by unknown persons, with hateful
gifts of feces or urine left near the kiosk for the aging
merchant. 

Umm Talal has run this shop since she took it over
from her mother. The souq which is located behind the
Mubarakiya Market has become quiet, not teeming
with life as it was in its former glory, and who goes
there usually comes for a particular purpose. The waft-
ing odors of clorox and sterilisers coming from the fore-
front of the souq, where her kiosk is, overshadowed the
scent of folk remedies, incense shops and the restau-
rants around. 

“The three of us we are exposed to vandalism, Umm
Ali and Umm Hussein and myself. I feel that someone
wants to get us out of the market. In the past, there was
a dishonest security guard that stole our merchandise.
Also, we sometimes get vandalized by teenagers. Even
on one National Day, some of them stole two Kuwaiti
flags I had put them on the kiosk,” she complained. 

Souq Al-Hareem (The Women’s Market) is narrow
alleyway of kiosk in a side market next to the Souq Al
Mubarakiya in Kuwait City. At its high point, dozens of
female vendors sold traditional clothing, Arabic Kohl
(eyeliner), siwak (A teeth cleaning twig), dayrum (A
plant used to beautify woman’s gums and whiten their
teeth), clothes and other accessories. 

Umm Talal says that, today, the remaining three ven-
dors bring traditional gowns from the UAE in addition to
locally produced clothes. “Beside the traditional dresses,
prayer robes, veils, and apparel for women and children
specially designed for national holidays,” she added.

Umm Talal at her kiosk.

Some products are made in India and China. 
Traditional fancy dresses are highly demanded by schools
during national holidays.


