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LONDON: Russian President Vladimir Putin
“probably approved” the killing of ex-spy
Alexander Litvinenko in London, a British
inquiry into his agonizing death by radia-
tion poisoning found yesterday.

Litvinenko, a prominent Kremlin critic,
died in 2006 aged 43, three weeks after
drinking tea laced with radioactive poloni-
um at an upmarket London hotel. Andrei
Lugovoi and Dmitri Kovtun, two Russians
identified as prime suspects by British
police, probably carried out the poisoning

under the instruction of Russian security
services, the inquiry said. Prime Minister
David Cameron’s office called the findings
“extremely disturbing” but the govern-
ment did not announce sanctions in
response, instead summoning Moscow’s
ambassador to London for talks. It did,
however, impose asset freezes on the two
alleged perpetrators named by the inquiry.

There were cries of “Yes!” at the High
Court in London as the main findings were
read out. Litvinenko’s wife Marina, dressed

in black and accompanied by her 21-year-
old son Anatoly, embraced supporters
afterwards. She has spent years pushing
for a public inquiry to be held and had
called for sanctions against Russia and a
travel ban on Putin.

“I’m very pleased that the words my
husband spoke on his deathbed when he
accused Mr Putin of his murder have been
proved true in an English court,” she told
reporters outside the court. She told AFP
after the hearing: “I can’t say it is what I
hoped for but I really appreciate it.”

Russia dismissed the findings, calling
the inquiry “politically motivated”.  “We
had no reason to expect that the final find-
ings of the politically motivated and
extremely non-transparent process.. .
would suddenly become objective and
unbiased,” foreign ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova said in a statement.
Lugovoi, now a far-right, pro-Putin law-
maker in Russia, described it as “absurd”. 

‘Acting for a state body’ 
Judge Robert Owen, the inquiry’s chair-

man, said he was “sure” that Lugovoi and
Kovtun placed polonium-210 in the teapot
at the Millennium Hotel’s Pine Bar, where
they met Litvinenko on November 1, 2006.
“The FSB operation to kill Litvinenko was
probably approved by Mr (Nikolai)
Patrushev and also by President Putin,” the
report said. 

Patrushev is a former director of the
FSB, the successor organization to the
Soviet-era KGB spy agency, and has been a
key security official since 2008. — AFP

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) shakes hands with
Andrei Fursenko (right), Aide to the President and former Minister of
Education and Science of the Russian Federation, during the meeting
of the Presidential Council for Science and Education at the Kremlin
in Moscow yesterday. — AFP
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Top Turkish tycoon dies 

of heart attack aged 55

ISTANBUL: The chief executive
of Turkey’s biggest industrial
conglomerate Koc Holding,
Mustafa Koc, died suddenly aged
55 yesterday following a heart
attack, an Istanbul hospital said.

“We lost Mustafa Koc despite
all efforts by doctors as a result of
a heart attack he had at his
home,” the American Hospital in
Istanbul said in a statement.
Turkish television reports said
Koc had suffered the heart attack
during a morning workout. The
company also confirmed his
death in a statement.

Koc was the leader of the
third generation of one of
Turkey’s biggest industrial dynas-
ties, founded by his grandfather
Vehbi Koc in the 1920s. Under
Vehbi Koc and his son Rahmi, the
Koc conglomerate expanded to become the most important of
the holding companies that dominate Turkish industry, with
diverse interests in energy, banking and the automobile sector. 

It owns Turkey’s single largest industrial enterprise, the Tupras
oil refining group, as well as prominent household goods maker
Arcelik and the Yapi Kredi Bank. It also has a thriving auto industry
joint venture with Ford (Ford Otosan), and with Fiat (TOFAS).
Mustafa Koc took over as chief executive of Koc Holding in 2003.
He is survived by his father Rahmi Koc, 85. Vehbi Koc died in 1996
aged 94. 

‘Great loss for Turkey’ 
Turkey’s family-run conglomerates-including Koc and other

groups like Sabanci Holding-are the mainstays of the Turkish
economy with interests in every sector. Koc Holding and some
100 subsidiaries alone account for around nine percent of Turkish
exports and eight percent of its GDP. The family is one of the rich-
est in Turkey: according to 2015 estimates by the Turkish edition
of Forbes magazine, Mustafa Koc had a fortune of over $1 billion.
Rahmi Koc has a fortune of $2.5 billion while Rahmi Koc’s sister
Suna Kirac has estimated wealth of $2.2 billion. — AFP

ISTANBUL: Mustafa Koc,
chief executive of Turkey’s
biggest industrial con-
glomerate Koc Holding
during an event in
Istanbul. — AFP


