
DETROIT: President Barack Obama on
Wednesday hailed the revival of the
nation’s auto industry while acknowledg-
ing the water crisis in nearby Flint,
Michigan, saying the detection of high
levels of lead serve as a reminder that the
government can’t shortchange basic
services. Speaking to auto workers after
taking in the North American
International Auto Show, Obama said, “I
know that if I was a parent up there, I

would be beside myself that my kid’s
health could be at risk.” He met with
Flint’s mayor the day before and prom-
ised federal help.

“What is inexplicable and inexcusable
is once people figured out there was a
problem and that there was lead in the
water, the notion that immediately fami-
lies weren’t notified, things weren’t shut
down_that shouldn’t happen anywhere,”
Obama told CBS News in an interview
scheduled for broadcast on Sunday. “It’s
also an indication of sometimes we
downplay the role that an effective gov-
ernment has to play in protecting public

health and safety of people and clearly
the system here broke down,” he said.
CBS released a clip of the interview on
Wednesday.

Nation’s attention
Obama sought to highlight how his

administration extended the industry a
financial lifeline during the heart of the
Great Recession even as many others
called for the government to focus its
resources elsewhere. He said the out-
come of his administration’s bet is evi-
dent through a much-improved econo-
my. Consumers bought nearly 17.5 mil-
lion vehicles last year, a record. “What’s
true of Detroit is true of the country,” he
said. “I want people to remember how far
we’ve come.”

Obama spoke at the UAW-GM Center
for Human Resources, the national head-
quarters of the joint relationship
between the United Auto Workers and
General Motors. His visit took place as
longstanding problems with Flint’s drink-
ing water have begun to capture the
nation’s attention. Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder asked Obama on Wednesday to
reconsider his denial of a federal disaster
declaration to address the crisis, saying
its severity poses an “imminent and long-
term threat” to residents. Obama
declared an emergency - qualifying the
city for $5 million - but determined that it
is not a disaster based on the legal
requirement that such additional relief is
intended for natural events, fires, floods
or explosions.

White House spokesman Eric Schultz
said “primary responsibility” rests with
state and local officials but that Obama
would do what he can to help. In his
appeal letter, Snyder called it a “narrow
reading” and likened the crisis to a flood,
“given that qualities within the water,
over a long term, flood and damaged the
city’s infrastructure in ways that were not
immediately or easily detectable.” He
also said the state and city cannot meet
all the needs of Flint residents. The presi-

dent spent nearly an hour at the auto
show, looking at crash avoidance tech-
nology from ZF TRW and sitting in a 2017
Chevy Bolt EV, an all-electric car that will
be available late this year. He also looked
at a new Chrysler Pacifica minivan.

“You guys remember, ‘Get Shorty,’
right?” Obama said to reporters and pho-
tographers. “It’s cool driving a minivan.”
Obama had lunch at a brewery with
Mayor Mike Duggan, a GM employee and
others, then stopped at watch maker
Shinola before heading to the show. The
White House wanted to shine the spot-
light on Detroit, but Flint’s problems
have intervened. The crisis began in 2014
when a state-appointed emergency man-
ager switched Flint from Detroit water to
Flint River water to save money. The cor-
rosive water caused lead to leach from
old pipes. Flint returned to the Detroit
system in October after elevated lead lev-
els were discovered in children. — AP
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WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court challenge to
President Barack Obama’s immigration policies could
have an impact far beyond determining whether mil-
lions of undocumented immigrants can remain in the
country. The case has the potential to constrain the pow-
er of Obama’s successor to bypass Congress and act
alone. Should Obama’s order blocking deportations for
certain immigrants be invalidated by the justices, the
decision could hamper future presidents’ ability to craft
policy through executive fiat, legal experts told Reuters.

“The question is not the merits of the immigration
issue,” said T Gerald Treece, a constitutional law profes-
sor at the South Texas College of Law in Houston. “The
question is what the president’s power is.” The high
court said Tuesday it would hear the lawsuit brought by
26 states that seeks to overturn Obama’s 2014 executive
order that shields more than 4 million immigrants in the
country illegally from deportation proceedings.

The Democratic Obama White House, vexed by a
hostile, Republican-controlled Congress, has employed
the president’s executive authority with increasing fre-

quency. In addition to the executive order on deporta-
tions, Obama has acted alone to alter provisions of the
Affordable Care Act, limit carbon emissions to combat
climate change and toughen the requirements on
firearms merchants. Should Obama lose before the
Supreme Court, the case could tie the hands of a future
president to act in similar ways.

Federal immigration
The immigration case likely will be argued before the

Supreme Court in April, with a decision handed down at
the end of June, guaranteeing that presidential power will
be a front-burner issue as the race for the White House
intensifies. In taking the case, the justices indicated they
will consider whether Obama violated not just federal
immigration statutes but the Constitution as well, raising
the possibility that the court could articulate a forward-
looking principle that limits the reach of a president’s
executive authority - particularly with regard to domestic
issues. Presidents historically enjoy more freedom to act
unilaterally when it comes to foreign affairs. — Reuters

Obama tours auto show, pledges

help for Flint’s water crisis

‘I want people to remember how far we’ve come’

DETROIT: President Obama gets out of 2017 Chevrolet Bolt EV, an all-electric vehicle with an estimated range of 200
miles on a single charge, while touring the North American International Auto Show in Detroit. — AP photos

DETROIT: US President Barack
Obama speaks at the United Auto
Workers-General Motors Center for
Human Resources.

Mexican state lawmaker to be

questioned about ‘El Chapo’

MEXICO CITY: A state lawmaker from Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman’s home of Sinaloa has been brought in to speak to
investigators about her relationship with the recently recap-
tured drug lord, Mexico’s attorney general’s office said late
Wednesday. Federal police were transporting Lucero Guadalupe
Sanchez to Mexico City for questioning regarding an investiga-
tion into her alleged use of fraudulent documents to visit
Guzman in April in the maximum security prison he would
escape from a couple of months later.

The lawmaker has not been charged with any crime, but she
resigned her position with the opposition National Action Party
on Wednesday. On Monday, El Universal newspaper published
an interview with Attorney General Arely Gomez in which she
said the government believed Sanchez spent New Year’s Eve
with Guzman in Sinaloa. Guzman, of the Sinaloa cartel, was cap-
tured Jan. 8 after his second escape from a Mexican maximum-
security prison. — AP

US celebrities back 

‘Dump Trump’ campaign

NEW YORK: Prominent actors, writers and thinkers  joined a “Stop
Hate Dump Trump” campaign to denounce the billionaire
Republican presidential frontrunner, saying he is a threat to the
United States.  Actors Harry Belafonte, Kerry Washington and Jane
Fonda, filmmaker Jonathan Demme and intellectual Noam Chomsky
are among those lending their support to the drive to prevent
Donald Trump getting into the White House. “We are offering
Americans a chance to be heard and engage in action, as Trump’s
campaign gains momentum even as he increases his hateful and
divisive rhetoric,” said playwright Eve Ensler, one of three cofounders.

“We also intend to put the media and political institutions on
notice that they are accountable for normalizing Trump’s extremism
by treating it as entertainment, by giving it inordinate and unequal
air time and by refusing to investigate, interrogate or condemn it
appropriately.” Trump announced his bid for the White House last
June, dominating the news cycle of the presidential race ever since
with insults slamming Mexicans and illegal immigrants, and a call for
a ban on Muslims entering the United States.

The website said it united people as diverse as worker movement
leaders, actors, teachers, farmers, students, poets and heads of com-
panies. “We believe Trump is a grave threat to democracy, freedom,
human rights, equality and the welfare of our country and all our
people,” the campaign said. “History has shown us what happens
when people refuse to stand against hate-filled leaders. We pledge
ourselves to speak out in every way possible against the politics of
hate and exclusion he represents.” Nearly 1,200 people had added
their signatures to the campaign within hours of it going live on
Wednesday. Jodie Evans, a documentary film producer and
cofounder of the anti-war organization Code Pink, said the initiative
had arisen out of a conversation with Ensler and said the celebrity
endorsements had come from their friends. “The media is pushing
the hate of Donald Trump like it’s a reality show,” she told AFP.  The
third cofounder is law professor Kimberle Crenshaw. — AFP

US immigration case could 

set limits on presidential power


