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CHARSADDA, Pakistan : A relative of a 2014 Peshawar school attack victim shows her son’s pictures to a stu-
dent victim (left) of the Bacha Khan University attack at a hospital in Charsadda yesterday. —AFP

ISLAMABAD: As grieving Pakistani par-
ents lament the government’s failure to
keep their children safe, analysts say
the Taleban have sent a message with
their latest campus massacre-a national
crackdown on extremism has failed and
they can hit targets at will. The ram-
page at Bacha Khan university left 21
people dead Wednesday and shattered
the sense of security growing in the
troubled northwest, a year after
Pakistan’s deadliest ever extremist
attack, a 2014 assault on a school in
nearby Peshawar.

The chilling similarities between the
two atrocities starkly underscored the
failings of a government- and military-
led initiative launched in the wake of
the strike on the army-run school. “It
happened again,” said Zaheeruddin,
father of Kashan Zaheer, a ninth grade
student who was wounded in the
assault which saw Taleban gunmen
storm the Peshawar school and kill
more than 150 people, most of them
children, a year ago.  “Staff and students
were martyred again. The government
has failed. It has not been able to pro-
vide us security.” The Peshawar attack,
carried out by the same Taleban faction
that claimed the latest strike in nearby
Charsadda, prompted the military to
intensify an offensive in tribal areas
where jihadists had operated with
impunity.

The military says it has killed thou-
sands in the campaign and swept oth-
ers over the porous border into
Afghanistan. The government launched
a much-vaunted National Action Plan to
combat extremism, including the cre-

ation of military courts and the resump-
tion of executions after a six-year mora-
torium. Together the initiatives are cred-
ited with making 2015 the least deadly
in terms of militant attacks since the for-
mation of the Tehreek-e-Taleban
Pakistani (TTP) in 2007. But the Bacha
Khan attack was a message, said
Peshawar-based senior analyst and
retired brigadier Saad Khan-that despite
the pressure “they can hit any target”.

The killing of young people “brings a
lot of pain, despondency and hopeless-
ness, and that arouses emotions against
the government, the same government
which claimed it had broken the back of
the terrorists,” he said. Defence and
security analyst Talat Masood said the
government and military had failed to
follow through. “This is the same pat-
tern. They are looking for soft targets
and it is simply impossible to provide
security to the soft targets, especially
those near the border (with
Afghanistan),” he told AFP. “Pakistan
needs to do a lot more.”

Selective crackdown 
Among the criticism is that little has

been done about key issues including
oversight of Pakistan’s thousands of
Islamic seminaries, widely seen as
breeding grounds for intolerance.  The
resumption of hangings has been par-
ticularly controversial, with rights
activists saying that the majority of the
more than 300 people executed in the
past year were not linked to extremism.
And observers such as the Pakistan
Institute for Peace Studies argue that
execution is no deterrent for militants

who are already prepared to die for
their cause.

Pakistan’s reaction to a recent attack
on an Indian air base also highlighted
what is viewed as a practice of only
cracking down on certain types of radi-
cals, tolerating militants it deems useful
to its aims, such as those targeting arch-
rival India.  Islamabad moved swiftly
against Jaish-e-Mohammad, the group
believed by Delhi to be behind the
attack on the base in Pathankot that left
seven dead, detaining some of its lead-
ership and sealing its offices.  But media
commentators expressed wry surprise
that the group had any offices still open
for the government to seal, seeing as it
had been banned in 2002.

‘We are not safe’ 
For those who survived the 2014

attack, described as Pakistan’s 9/11 for
the way it united the country in shock
and outrage, “sequels” such as
Wednesday’s university assault are mak-
ing their courage waver.  Ajun Khan lost
his only son, Asfand, a tenth grader, in
the Peshawar school massacre.  “We
understand their pain, we understand
how one feels when one sends his son
to school or university and later receives
his dead body,” Khan said of the families
of the latest strike.

Khan said parents of the Peshawar
victims are meeting on Thursday to
express their sympathy and to chalk out
a strategy-such as compulsory military
training for all civilians.  “We are not
safe, even parents do not feel safe, we
are worried about the future,” he said.
“It is now the people’s war.” —AFP
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LGBT Indians to drive 

taxis in Mumbai, sign 

of social acceptance
MUMBAI: Mumbai’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
citizens will soon be able to drive private taxis in the city, in a
sign of the increasing acceptance of the marginalized com-
munity in India’s commercial capital. A project launched by
Wings Travels and community organization Humsafar Trust
will train up to 300 members of the LGBT community to drive
cabs in the city. The service, to be called Wings Rainbow, may
then be expanded nationwide.

“The LGBT community, especially transgenders, have very
few economic opportunities because of the huge stigma that
they still face,” said Pallav Patankar, director of programs at
Humsafar Trust in Mumbai. “We hope that this will set the ball
rolling and that it will open up other such opportunities for
them.” India’s Supreme Court recognized transgender as a
legal third gender in April 2014 and, in a landmark judgment
lauded by human rights groups, called on the government to
ensure their equal treatment.

Despite this, sexual minorities - especially transgender peo-
ple who are more visible - have been driven to the fringes of
society into begging and sex work, and face discrimination in
jobs and basic services such as health and education. Wings
Travels can place about 1,500 LGBT drivers in its taxi fleet
nationwide, said Arun Kharat, the company’s founder and
director. The travel and car rental company also operates a
taxi service that employs retired army personnel and one with
female drivers for women passengers. “Driving a taxi is a way
for these marginalized people who may not get so many
opportunities to gain respectability and independence,”
Kharat said. —Reuters

Indian millionaire

jailed for life for

security guard murder

NEW DELHI: An Indian court yesterday sentenced a million-
aire businessman to life in jail for murder after he rammed
his SUV into a security guard for being slow in opening a
gate, a prosecutor said. Muhammad Nisham, 39, was con-
victed on Wednesday for pinning the guard against a wall
with his Hummer over a delay in opening the gate of his
apartment complex in the southern state of Kerala. “The
court awarded life sentence for the murder and 24 years in
jail for other offences,” the public prosecutor involved in the
case, CP Udayabhanu, told AFP.

“He is a repeat offender and we are satisfied with the
judgment,” Bhanu said.  Nisham was also fined eight million
rupees ($117,600), half of which he must donate to the vic-
tim’s family. The 50-year-old guard, Chandarabose, was left
with multiple injuries in the assault last January and died
after suffering a cardiac arrest in the hospital where he was
receiving treatment. Prosecutors had told the court that
Nisham pursued the guard into the complex with his
Hummer and squeezed him against a wall before getting
out and beating him with an iron rod.

It is not the first time Nisham has made headlines.  He
faces a separate criminal case for allowing his nine-year-old
son to drive a Ferrari in 2013, which caused outrage after he
uploaded a video onto Youtube. Nisham made his fortune
from beedis, the hugely popular hand-rolled Indian cigarette
packed with tobacco leaves, and also owns hotel and jewel-
ry businesses in the Middle East. He reportedly has a passion
for luxury cars and owns a large fleet of them. —AFP

Afghan rocket kills

three in NW Pakistan

PESHAWAR, Pakistan: A rocket fired from Afghanistan hit a
shop in a restive Pakistani tribal region close to the Afghan
border yesterday, killing three people, officials said. The inci-
dent happened in Angoor Adda Bazaar in the South
Waziristan tribal district, one of the seven semi-autonomous
regions where the Pakistani military has been battling Taliban
and Al-Qaeda linked militants for more than a decade. “One of
the two rockets fired from Afghanistan’s Birmal town hit a
bread shop, killing three Afghan nationals who were residents
of South Waziristan,” a senior military official told AFP. —AFP


