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JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko
Widodo broke ground yesterday on
the country’s first ever bullet train line,
heralding the project as a symbol of
“major cooperation” with China. The
controversial $5.6 bill ion project
sparked a fierce bidding war between
China and Japan as the two Asian
powerhouses jostle to build key infra-
structure projects in Indonesia and

the wider region. Widodo kicked off
the first construction phase at a tea
plantation in West Java, where one of
the stations along the line will be situ-
ated.

“Send my regards to (Chinese)
President Xi Jinping,” Widodo said at
the event, attended by Chinese offi-
cials. “This is a (sign of) major coopera-
tion between Indonesia and China,”

he added, calling for the two trading
partners to further expanded ties in
other industries. The bullet train
should in theory be able to travel up
to 350 kilometers an hour (220 miles
per hour) between the sprawling capi-
tal Jakarta and the mountain-fringed
city of Bandung, about 160 kilometers
(100 miles) away.

It is a key project for Widodo, who
has pledged to overhaul the archipel-
ago’s rickety infrastructure in a bid to
attract investors and boost growth in
Southeast Asia’s largest economy,
which last year dipped below five per-
cent. Last year Jakarta asked for pro-
posals from investors for the ambi-
tious project, with China and Japan
bidding so intensely a senior minister
likened Indonesia to a pretty girl
being courted by many admirers.

After a chaotic bidding process,
China was awarded the contract-infu-
riating Japan, which was long expect-
ed to build the track given its high-
speed rail expertise. Indonesia lacks a
mass-transport system, forcing its
increasingly affluent 250 million peo-
ple to rely heavily on private trans-
port, resulting in grinding traffic in the
biggest cities.  Widodo said he hoped
the high-speed railway would spur
demand for future public transport
alternatives in other parts of
Indonesia, as well as speed up the
movement of people and goods
between cities, helping economic
growth. Construction of the line is
expected to finish by 2018, and it
should be operational the following
year. — AFP

China busts child

trafficking ring,

recovers 15 infants 

SHANGHAI: Police in China have broken a child traf-
ficking ring that they say had been selling children-
from the remote southwest to buyers near the coast
2,000 km (1,245 miles) away for as little as about
$3,000, the state news agency Xinhua has reported.
Police caught 78 suspects and rescued 15 infants, the
report late on Wednesday said. Xinhua said police
spotted a suspicious couple in September that trav-
eled frequently between the mountainous town of
Liangshan in Sichuan province and the city of Linyi in
Shandong province near the coast.

“The wife purchased infants in Liangshan, and
transported them to Linyi. The husband was responsi-
ble for seeking buyers in the city,” it said, quoting the
findings of the investigation. Baby boys were sold for
50,000-60,000 yuan ($7,600-$9,120), while girls were
sold for 20,000-30,000 yuan, Xinhua quoted police as
saying. The rescued infants were being cared for by a
local civil affairs department. Doctors had taken blood
samples to help find their biological parents, Xinhua
reported.

The investigation was continuing but Xinhua did
not give further details. Child trafficking is rampant in
China, where population control policies, although
recently relaxed, have bolstered a traditional bias for
male offspring, seen as the main support for elderly
parents and heirs to the family name, and have result-
ed in abortions, killings or abandonment of girls. The
imbalance has created criminal demand for abducted
or bought baby boys, but also for baby girls destined
to be future brides attracting rich dowries. — Reuters

BANDUNG, Indonesia: This handout photo released by the Presidential Palace shows Indonesian President
Joko Widodo (left) placing his signature on a memorial while attending a groundbreaking ceremony of the
country’s first high-speed railway in Bandung yesterday. — AFP

Indonesia kicks off construction

of first bullet train Japan’s NHK cleared

in Taiwan ‘human

zoo’ defamation case

TOKYO: Japanese broadcaster NHK did not defame a
Taiwanese woman by using the term “human zoo” to refer
to a century-old event involving her father, the country’s
supreme court ruled yesterday. The court overturned a
lower bench’s finding that had ordered the publically-
funded broadcaster to pay a million yen ($8,500) damages
over a 2009 program. The broadcast examined the “Japan-
Britain Exhibition” held in London in 1910 to which Japan
took several members of Taiwan’s aboriginal population,
including the woman’s father, as exhibits.

Taiwan was a Japanese colony at the time, and the
practice of exhibiting the little-known peoples of far-flung
territories was a common one among Western imperial
powers. In November 2013, Tokyo High Court ordered
NHK to pay damages to the woman, a member of the
island’s Paiwan ethnic group, for defaming her by using
the term, with the presiding judge reportedly saying the
expression had a “serious discriminatory meaning”. The
woman argued that the term “human zoo” implied the
Paiwan people were uncivilized, but that some of those
who took part in the exhibition did so out of pride that
they were representing their indigenous group.

But yesterday, the Supreme Court said it “cannot accept
the judgment”, according to a ruling posted on its web-
site.  The purpose of the program was to describe “the fact
that Japan followed the example of what was called a
‘human zoo’ carried out by Western powers to advertise
their efforts to civilize barbaric and inferior people in their
colonies.” “It is unreasonable to think that a general audi-
ence would regard the plaintiff’s father as a person who
should be treated as an animal in a zoo, thus the program
did not degrade the social reputation” of the Taiwanese
woman, it said. Japan emerged from self-imposed isola-
tion in the middle of the 19th century and historians say it
took on colonies partly as an attempt to establish itself as
an imperial power and to mitigate the self-perceived risk
of being taken over by a Western country. — AFP

SEOUL: A South Korean court said
yesterday it had  acquitted a man
of sympathizing with North Korea
for following its Twitter account,
arguing that simply reading
Pyongyang’s social media posts
did not violate Seoul’s security
laws. Seoul prosecutors earlier
charged the 73-year-old journalist,
identified only by his surname Lee,
with “distributing” materials that
praised the communist North by
following Pyongyang’s official
Twitter account, @uriminzok.

Lee was, however, found guilty
of supporting the North in his own
blog postings and was sentenced
to a one-year jail term, suspended
for two years.   South Korea’s
National Security Laws, enacted in
1948 to protect the fledgling state
from infiltration by the communist
North, ban its citizens from prais-
ing or sympathizing with
Pyongyang.

Domestic critics and internation-
al rights groups argue that the law
is open to abuse and stifles free
speech, but officials insist it is justi-
fied by the continued threat from
the nuclear-armed North.  The
Seoul Western District Court ruled
that, because Lee only followed
North Korea on Twitter and did not
re-tweet or mention any of the
posts on his own account, he had
not broken the law. “It can’t be said
that he ‘distributed’ those posts as
they were only shown on Lee’s
own account and were not shown
to other people, such as Lee’s fol-
lowers,” the court said in a state-
ment.  North Korea joined the glob-
al social media networks in 2010
and has posted more than 17,500
tweets since then, mostly criticizing
its major foes-South Korea and the
US-and praising its ruling Kim fami-
ly.  Its Twitter account has over
18,500 followers. — AFP
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