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In the tiny hamlet of Mawlynnong in India’s
far north east, plastic is banned and spotless
paths are lined with flowers-but its reputa-

tion as Asia’s cleanest village has proved a
mixed blessing.  Until 2003 no tourists visited
the remote community of 500 inhabitants high
in the mountains of Meghalaya state, which had
no roads and was accessible only by foot. 

Home to the Khasi tribal people,
Mawlynnong is famous for being a rare matrilin-
eal society, where property and wealth are
passed on from the mother to her youngest
daughter and children take their mother’s sur-
name. In recent years the village has become
known for another reason-its exceptional clean-
liness, far removed from the noise and dirt of
India’s big cities. 

Bamboo dustbins stand at every corner, vol-
unteers sweep the streets at regular intervals
and large signs order visitors to throw away
plastic packaging: littering is sternly frowned
upon. “We clean every day because our grand-
parents and our ancestors have taught us how
to clean the village and the surrounding area,
because it’s good for our health,” said Baniar
Mawroh, a teenager sitting at the entrance of
her small but gleaming family home.

After the village built its first road 12 years
ago, a journalist from Discover India travel mag-

azine wrote a now-infamous article naming it
the cleanest village in Asia. The trickle of tourists
became a flood, with visitors now reaching 250
a day in high season, swelling the village’s popu-
lation by 50 percent.  But the accolades have
brought several downsides.  “Now there is noise
pollution. I’ve talked to the village council which
has written to the government to build a new
parking lot further away.” said Rishot

Khongthohrem, 51, a guesthouse owner.  
Deepak Laloo, a former official of the

Meghalaya Tourism Development Forum, advised
the village in the early stages of its tourism devel-
opment but fears for the impact of the vistor
influx. “There’s no more privacy. A woman is
washing her clothes, she’s being photographed,”
he said.  “That social bond which binds the village
together is disintegrating,” he said.

Cholera outbreak  
Mawlynnong’s concern for hygiene emerged

about 130 years ago when an outbreak of
cholera struck. With no medical facilities in the
village, cleanliness was seen as vital to prevent
the spread of disease. “Christian missionaries
told our ancestors: you can protect yourself
from the plague (cholera) only if you maintain
good hygiene, be it at home, with food, on your
land, in the village, or for your body,”
Khongthohrem said. Mawlynnong maintained
its fastidious habits and has gone on to other-
achievements, eradicating open defecation-
prevalent across much of rural India-with toilets
for each of its approximately 95 households. 

The village has even been hailed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in an autumn radio
address imploring Indians to erase the poor
national image of rubbish-strewn highways and
monuments under his Clean India campaign. “I
was amazed to know that there is such a village
in remote north-east, Meghalaya which is so
passionately carrying the mission of cleanliness
for years,” he said.  While the pristine village is
proud of its achievements, some believe it must
limit visitor numbers to protect the wellbeing of
its inhabitants.  “They must learn to regulate the
number of tourists and to say no at some point,”
tourism expert Laloo said. — AFP

‘India’s cleanest village’ 
clings on to its serenity

Indian Khasi
tribal villagers
wash utensils in
a restaurant in
the village of
Mawlynnong
in the north-
eastern state of
Meghalaya. 
—AFP photos

An Indian Khasi
tribal villager
dries clothes
outside her
home in the 
village of
Mawlynnong.

A group of Indian tourists eat at a restaurant.

There is a disturbance in the force. The
release of “Star Wars: Episode VIII” has
been delayed from May 2017 to Dec. 15,

2017, the Walt Disney Co announced
Wednesday. The date change postpones the
next “Star Wars” installment set to follow the
box-office hit “The Force Awakens.” Though
“Star Wars” was once synonymous with the
summer blockbuster, the date change means
that the franchise will again look to dominate
movie theaters in the holiday season. It has
proven a lucrative match for “The Force
Awakens,” which has made a record $861 mil-
lion domestically and $1.88 billion globally in
five weeks of release.

Disney offered no reason for the delay, but
rumors have recently swirled that writer-director
Rian Johnson (“Looper”), who is taking over for JJ
Abrams, is rewriting the script. Production is set
to begin next month in London. In the interim,
Gareth Edwards’ “Star Wars” spin-off “Rogue
One” is due out Dec 16 this year. With prominent
release dates now staked out by studios years in

advance for their largest franchises, the impact
of the switch immediately caused ripples.

The new date sets up a potential but unlikely
head-to-head between “Star Wars” and “Avatar.”
James Cameron’s “Avatar 2” had been planned
for Christmas 2017, though few expect 20th
Century Fox to hit that date with the much-
delayed “Avatar” sequel. A spokesman for Fox
didn’t immediately respond to an email
Wednesday. One movie definitely affected is
Steven Spielberg’s “Ready Player One,” a sci-
ence-fiction release for Warner Bros. It’s sched-
uled for the same Dec 15 weekend in 2017.

Disney moved one of its other billion-dollar
franchises, “Pirates of the Caribbean,” to May 26,
2017. The Johnny Depp series returns with
“Dead Men Tell No Tales.” 

At the same time, Sony Pictures moved two
of its biggest movies into summer 2017. The next
“Spider-Man,” starring Tom Holland and directed
by Jon Watts, shifted up three weeks to July 28,
2017. Jake Kasdan’s “Jumanji” remake shifted
from Christmas 2016 to July 28, 2017. — AP

‘Star Wars: Episode VIII’ release delayed to Dec 2017

This photo provided by Disney shows Daisey Ridley as Rey, left, and John Boyega as
Finn, in a scene from the new film, “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” directed by JJ
Abrams. — AP 


