
DETROIT: Brian Elliott stopped 29 shots,
Dmitri Jaskin scored a key third-period goal,
and the St Louis Blues beat the Detroit Red
Wings 2-1 Wednesday night. Ty Rattie also
scored for St Louis. Elliott came within 2:13 of
becoming the first goalie in 69 games to shut
out the Red Wings, but Henrik Zetterberg
spoiled his bid with a power-play goal
through Justin Abdelkader’s screen. Detroit
pulled Petr Mrazek with two minutes left, but
their momentum was destroyed when Dylan
Larkin took a penalty with 58 seconds to play.
Mrazek finished with 18 saves.

AVALANCHE 2, SABRES 1
Francois Beauchemin scored a go-ahead

goal with 31.7 seconds left in the third period
to lift the Avalanche past the Sabres. Alex
Tanguay had a goal and an assist and Semyon
Varlamov had 27 saves for Colorado.
Beauchemin also had an assist.  The
Avalanche, who scored twice in the third,
went ahead when Beauchemin’s shot from
the point went off Sabres defenseman Mark
Pysyk and beat goalie Robin Lehner high for
his sixth of the season. Buffalo’s loss spoiled
the return of Ryan O’Reilly, who played six
season in Colorado and was facing his former
team for the first time since being traded in
the offseason.

DUCKS 3, WILD 1
Rickard Rackell scored the go-ahead goal

with 6:19 left in the third period and rookie
John Gibson made 25 saves to lead the Ducks.
Chris Stewart also scored for the Ducks, who
are 11-2-0 in their last 13 games against
Minnesota. Jakob Silfverberg added an emp-
ty-netter with 49 seconds remaining. Jarret
Stoll scored for the Wild, who have lost five in
a row. Devan Dubnyk stopped 24 shots. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: Dallas Stars center Vernon Fiddler (right) tries to get a shot in on Los Angeles Kings goalie Jonathan Quick during the
third period of an NHL hockey game in Los Angeles. The Kings won 3-2. — AP 
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ABU DHABI: Rory McIlroy won the
opening skirmish of his much anticipat-
ed battle with Jordan Spieth, edging the
world number one by two shots on his
first competitive outing of the year at
the Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship
yesterday. The world number three
from Northern Ireland posted a first
round six-under par 66 to lie two shots
behind American amateur Bryson
Dechambeau (64) with Henrik Stenson
of Sweden in second after a 65.

McIlroy made two bogeys but com-
pensated with eight birdies. Spieth, who
uncharacteristically missed a couple of
short putts, also had two bogeys in his

round of 68. World number six Rickie
Fowler, the third player in the morning
feature group, opened with a two-
under par 70. McIlroy is playing his first
tournament of 2016 - after a gap of
almost two months since winning the
DP World Tour Championship in Dubai
in November - but showed no signs of
ring rustiness as he opened with two
straight birdies on the 1h and 11th
holes after starting on the back nine of
the golf course.

However, the putter took some time
to warm up as he dropped two shots on
his first nine - on the 13th and 17th
holes - both because of three-putts.

Spieth, who won the Tournament of
Champions on the PGA Tour a couple of
weeks ago, needed six holes to make his
first birdie, but then added six more.
The two bogeys came on the second
and fifth holes, but the defending
Masters and US Open champion
seemed most frustrated by a missed
birdie putt from four feet on the eighth
hole. Stenson, who had a surgery done
on his right knee in December, had said
his first challenge would be to walk the
18 holes this week. 

But with his iron play on song, the
39-year-old Swede had absolutely no
trouble throughout the day. The world

number five, who holds the course
record of 62 in Abu Dhabi, closed with a
bogey after failing to make an up-and-
down from the bunker on the ninth
hole, but that was his only blemish. He
looked set for the first round lead until
Dechambeau, who eagled the par 5 8th
hole, grabbed top spot with a birdie, his
seventh, at the last. England’s Richard
Bland came in with a 67 which included
a lone bogey in his penultimate hole,
the 17th of the course. Three-time Abu
Dhabi champion Martin Kaymer, who
lost a 10-shot lead over the last 10 holes
on the final day last year, made a decent
start with a three-under par 69. — AFP 

McIlroy edges Spieth in Abu Dhabi

Blues down Red Wings 

BUFFALO: The Buffalo Bills promoted Kathryn
Smith to be one of their special teams coaches,
making her the first full-time female member of
an NFL coaching staff. The team announced the
move in a release Wednesday night. Smith was
an administrative assistant this season for Bills
assistant coaches under Rex Ryan, with whom
she has worked for seven years. She spent the
previous 12 seasons working for the New York
Jets in various capacities, including as player
personnel assistant from 2007-13. Ryan became
Jets coach in 2009. Smith served as Ryan’s assis-

tant in 2014, his final season in New York before
he was fired and then hired by the Bills. In her
new role as special teams quality control coach,
Smith will assist special teams coordinator
Danny Crossman and his assistant Eric Smith.

“She certainly deserves this promotion
based on her knowledge and strong commit-
ment, just to name a couple of her outstanding
qualities,” Ryan said in a statement released by
the team.  “She has proven that she’s ready for
the next step, so I’m excited and proud for her
with this opportunity.” Smith becomes the lat-

est female assistant to break the gender barrier
in North America’s major professional sports.
She follows in the footsteps of Jen Welter, who
last summer served a six-week training camp
internship coaching inside linebackers for the
Arizona Cardinals. In August 2014, former
WNBA player Becky Hammon was hired to San
Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich’s staff,
becoming the NBA’s first full-time paid female
assistant coach.

Last month, the Seattle Mariners hired
Amanda Hopkins as an area scout. In announc-

ing the hiring, the team said Hopkins is believed
to be the first female hired as a full-time scout
by a Major League Baseball team since the
1950s. In promoting Smyth, Ryan said he con-
sulted with Cardinals coach Bruce Arians. “You
can see the success some of these young ladies
are having in the coaching profession, such as
the young lady that is an assistant to coach
Popovich at the San Antonio Spurs, and realize
how exciting this is for women like Kathryn
Smith as well as the Bills organization,” Ryan
said. — AP 

Bills hire first full-time female assistant coach


