
Guardiola unsure 

of Bayern’s level as 

Hamburg clash looms

BERLIN: Bayern Munich coach Pep Guardiola
admits he is unsure of his team’s form ahead of
today’s Bundesliga match at Hamburg in the
wake of their shock defeat at Karlsruhe. Bayern
lost 2-1 at second division Karlsruhe last Saturday
in their final warm-up before facing Hamburg
away in the first German league match of 2016.

And Guardiola admits it will take him a few
matches to discover just how good Bayern are
following the four-week winter break. “I don’t
know at which level my team is playing at right
now, we will need three or four games before I
know that,” he said in Thursday’s press confer-
ence.

“I probably won’t even know after the game in
Hamburg.”  Having announced he wi l l  leave
Bayern in June, Guardiola’s team is currently
eight points clear in the Bundesliga table and
bidding to become the f irst  c lub to win the
German league title four years in a row. Guardiola
has said he wants to coach in England’s Premier
League next season. He knows his three-year
tenure at Bayern will be judged on whether he
can repeat the 2013 treble of Champions League,
German Cup and Bundesliga titles, achieved by
his predecessor Jupp Heynckes.

Guardiola, 45, has won five titles so far with the
German giants, but is under pressure to win the
Champions League with his side having exited
the tournament at the semi-final stage for the last
two seasons. “I can live with that. Perhaps we will
win the Champions League,”  he said.  “Jupp
Heynckes and Ottmar Hitzfeld (who coached
Bayern to the 2001 Champions League title), will
always be more important to the club than me.
“They are German and were here longer than me.
“I know the pressure from my time at Barcelona,
so I can live with it.”

Bayern will need no reminding of their 4-1
drubbing at the hands of last season’s runners-up
Wolfsburg at exactly the same stage of last sea-
son. Having last beaten the Bavarian giants in
September 2009, mid-table Hamburg are expect-
ed to take the game to Bayern, as they did in their
shock 3-1 home win over Borussia Dortmund last
November. “I’m sure they will attack, just as they
did against Dortmund,” said Guardiola. Bayern
will be at near full strength with only World Cup
winner Mario Goetze, wingers Franck Ribery,
defenders Medhi Benatia and Rafinha all “need-
ing more time” to get over injuries. —AFP
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PARIS: Marseille eased into the last 16 of
the French Cup on Wednesday with a 2-
0 victory over Montpellier, while Lyon
and Monaco also progressed after beat-
ing lower-level opposition. Record 10-
time winners Marseille grabbed a fortu-
itous first-half lead at the Stade
Velodrome when Georges-Kevin
Nkoudou’s scuffed shot hit Ramy
Bensebaini and trickled into the net for
an own goal. Brice Dja Djedje then
added a second on 55 minutes to seal
Marseille’s passage into the next round,
with the draw to be conducted on
Thursday.

Earlier, Lyon beat third-tier Chambly
2-0. Bruno Genesio’s side took control of
their tie on a freezing evening in
Beauvais with two goals from Maxwell

Cornet and Mathieu Valbuena in the
space of two minutes midway through
the first half. “In the Cup, you have to
move on. Bearing in mind the playing
conditions, it was a decent perform-
ance,” said Lyon coach Genesio. “We
managed to score quickly and that’s
important in these types of contests. We
know these matches can sometimes be a
trap and I want to salute the attitude of
my players.” In Annecy, Monaco were
taken to extra time by second-tier Evian
before the principality side prevailed 3-1.
Lacina Traore headed in just before half-
time to give Monaco the lead, but the
hosts hit back through Morgan Kamin to
force extra time.

However, goals from Mario Pasalic
(103) and Helder Costa (119) ensured

Monaco advanced to the next round.
Fourth-division Trelissac stunned Lille as
they knocked out the six-time champi-
ons on penalties following a 1-1 draw.
Troyes, still winless in Ligue 1 this sea-
son, moved into the last 16 following a
3-1 win over fourth-tier Concarneau,
while Nantes beat Mantes 1-0 and
Lorient saw off Boulogne 3-1, both after
extra time. On Tuesday, Paris Saint-
Germain remained on course to defend
their domestic treble as Zlatan
Ibrahimovic converted an 88th-minute
penalty in a 2-1 win over Toulouse at the
Parc des Princes. Toulouse had taken an
11th-minute lead through Swiss interna-
tional Francois Moubandje before David
Luiz leveled for PSG early in the second
half. —AFP

Marseille join Monaco and 

Lyon in French Cup last 16

BEAUVAIS: Chambly’s midfielder Yann Le Picard (left) vies with Lyon’s French forward Aldo Kalulu Kyatengwa
(center) during the French Cup football match between Chambly and Lyon at Pierre Brisson Stadium in
Beauvais on January 20, 2016. —AFP

ZURICH: Transfer spending around the world
hit a record $4.18 billion in 2015 and has
grown by nearly half in five years, FIFA said
yesterday. With television and sponsorship
money rocketing, there were an all-time high
13,558 transfers in 2015, up 3.1% on the previ-
ous year, said FIFA’s Global Transfer Market
report which monitored 6,500 clubs around
the world. Some $4.18 billion (3.83 billion
euros) in transfers were registered by FIFA, up
2.6% on 2014 and more than 44% higher than
2011 spending.  English Premier League clubs
are still the main spenders but China’s Super
League is showing the biggest growth, the
report said. According to the Deloitte consul-
tancy, English clubs spent $1.2 billion (1.1 bil-
lion euros) in the summer transfer window last
year. 

Bale record fee
Meanwhile, Welsh star Gareth Bale joined Real

Madrid in 2013 for a world record fee in excess of
100 million euros ($109 million, £77 million), a
leaked report reveals. Whistleblowing website
Football Leaks posted a copy of the agreement
between Madrid and Tottenham Hotspur online
on Wednesday. The deal allowed Madrid the
option of paying 91,589,842 euros in one lump
sum within 15 days of the transfer, or 99,743,542
euros in four installments over three years.

Madrid also agreed to pay a solidarity fee of
1,015,875 euros and forego any outstanding pay-
ments on the transfer of Dutch midfielder Rafael
Van der Vaart to Tottenham from Madrid in 2013.
Numerous Spanish media outlets reported
Madrid had taken up the four installment option.
Real Madrid refused to comment when contact-

ed by AFP on Thursday.  However, Bale’s agent
Jonathan Barnett called for an investigation into
how the documents came to be leaked.

“There should be an inquiry and an inde-
pendent investigation because it’s outrageous,”
he told The Telegraph. “There also needs to be
an apology from the Football Association to the
clubs and the player. “I think it’s disgraceful that
people can get hold of this sort of stuff. It shows
complete disregard for both clubs and the play-
er.” Real have long maintained Bale only cost 91
million euros.  Indeed another provision of the
contract states Madrid would cite that figure to
the media, whilst Tottenham wouldn’t release
any statement regarding the transfer fee.

In exchange, Madrid agreed to ensure Bale
wouldn’t make any “negative or derogatory com-
ments” regarding Tottenham and their chairman

Daniel Levy.  Madrid were reluctant to announce a
world record fee to appease Bale’s teammate and
three-time World Player of the Year Cristiano
Ronaldo, whose move from Manchester United to
Madrid for 94 million euros in 2009 was the previ-
ous record. Bale has consistently been linked with
a move back to England with United among those
rumoured to be interested.

However, according to the agreement,
Tottenham have a right of first refusal should
Madrid sell Bale back to the Premier League
before 2019.Bale enjoyed a stellar first season in
Madrid, scoring in the finals as Real won the
Champions League and Copa del Rey against
rivals Atletico Madrid and Barcelona respectively.
However, after a poor second season, the 26-
year-old has been hampered by injuries so far
this year. —Agencies

Transfer spending hits a new record $4.18 billion


