
ROME: Defending champions Juventus will take
on Inter Milan for a place in the Italian Cup final
after edging Lazio 1-0 in the quarter-finals
Wednesday with goalline technology summoned
to clarify the winning goal. On the back of 10 wins
in a row in Serie A, Juventus grabbed the only goal
of the night in the 66th minute at the Stadio
Olimpico.

Swiss international Stephan Lichtsteiner, a for-
mer Lazio star, was in the right place at the right
time to nudge the ball over the line after a fierce
drive from Simone Zaza had come off the crossbar.
Lazio’s Albanian goalkeeper Etrit Berisha thought
he had done enough to thwart Lichtsteiner’s close-
range rebound but goalline technology showed
the ball had just crossed the line. “It will be a won-
derful semi-final, you have to face the biggest
clubs to reach the end, but right now we are
focused on this weekend’s meeting with Roma in
the league,” said Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri.

On Tuesday, Inter had defeated Napoli 2-0 in a
match overshadowed by an ugly row between
rival coaches Roberto Mancini and Maurizio Sarri.
Mancini blasted Napoli counterpart Sarri a “racist”
and claimed his rival called him a “poof”. Mancini
and Sarri clashed on the touchline after Adem
Ljajic killed off the quarter-final tie at the San Paolo
stadium in Naples in injury time to add to Stevan
Jovetic’s opener. “Maurizio Sarri is a racist and men
like him have no place in football,” fumed Mancini
to RAI TV after the game. “He used racist words. He
started insulting me and then shouted at me, call-
ing me a poof.”

Mancini said Sarri had used the words “frocio”
and “finocchio”, both pejorative terms meaning
homosexual. Sarri brushed off the exchange as
part and parcel of the game. “I’ve seen and heard
worse on a pitch,” he said. “I hope that in the cold
light of day, Mancini will also change his point of
view. “In my words, there was no form of discrimi-
nation, I have nothing against homosexuals. I’ve
apologized to Mancini, for me everything’s ok.”
The other semi-final will be between third-division
Alessandria and AC Milan. — AFP 

ROME: Juventus’ Paul Pogba (left) and Lazio’s Stefan Radu jump for the
ball during an Italian Cup soccer match between Lazio and Juventus, at
Rome’s Olympic Stadium on Wednesday, Jan 20, 2016.  — AP 

MADRID: Atletico Madrid and Celta Vigo
played to a 0-0 draw and Barcelona defeated
Athletic Bilbao 2-1 in the quarterfinals of the
Copa del Rey on Wednesday. Barcelona got
the away victory but Aritz Aduriz’s late goal
kept Athletic alive going into next week’s
second leg at the Camp Nou. Atletico and
Celta will play the return match at the
Vicente Calderon Stadium in Madrid, where
Atletico has won its last nine matches. 

Atletico relied on solid defending to
keep the hosts from scoring, but Diego
Simeone’s team failed to take its chances on
counterattacks. Celta nearly scored in the
82nd but Gabi Fernandez cleared the ball
just in front of the goal line to maintain the
deadlock. “It was an open match, but they
had more ball possession,” Simeone said.
“Now any draw other than 0-0 will benefit
them. We need the victory at any cost.”

The sides had met in the Spanish league
just 10 days ago, with Atletico winning 2-0

in Vigo. Atletico Madrid leads the Spanish
league with 47 points from 20 games.
Barcelona is two points behind from 19
games. Celta is fifth with 34 points, also
from 20 games. Barcelona was set for a 2-0
win at the San Mames in Bilbao, but Aduriz
found the net in the 89th after Barcelona
defender Dani Alves failed to clear a ball
from inside the area. Athletic almost equal-
ized a couple of minutes later after a ball
deflected in front of the goal, but Barcelona
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen made a
good save to secure the win.

Munir El Haddadi gave Barcelona the
lead in the 18th after a cross by Ivan Rakitic,
and Brazil striker Neymar increased the lead
in the 25th after a long ball sent into the
area. “Athletic pressured a lot,” Barcelona
coach Luis Enrique said. “It was complicated,
but I’m satisfied with the result despite con-
ceding the late goal.” The Catalan club got
the win - its fifth in a row - despite playing

without Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez. Messi
was rested after receiving a knock on his
right leg in the Spanish league game
against Athletic over the weekend, while
Suarez served the last of his a two-game
suspension for insulting Espanyol oppo-
nents in the first leg of the round of 16 of
the Copa del Rey.

Suarez, the Spanish league’s top scorer
with 18 goals, netted a hat trick in
Barcelona’s 6-0 rout of Athletic in the
league on Sunday. The Basque club played
that game with 10 men after goalkeeper
Gorka Iraizoz was sent off for a foul that
prompted a penalty kick to Barcelona in
the fourth minute. The quarterfinal
matchup is a rematch of last year’s final in
the Copa del Rey, which Barcelona won 3-
1. The teams also met in the Spanish Super
Cup final a few weeks later, when Bilbao
came out on top to win its first major title
in more than 30 years. —  AP 
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Messi, Suarez-less Barca 
edge towards Cup semis

Atletico, Celta Vigo play goalless draw

Gay club boss urges
players to ‘declare

their homosexuality’ 
MILAN: The gay president of an Italian fifth division
club has called for Serie A players and officials to
‘declare their homosexuality’, as the furor over
Napoli coach Maurizio Sarri’s gay slurs rumbled yes-
terday. Sarri has steered Napoli to the top of Italy’s
top flight and the side are firmly in title contention
26 years after winning their last ‘scudetto’. But the
57-year-old hit the headlines for all the wrong rea-
sons on Tuesday when he called Inter Milan coach
Roberto Mancini a ‘poof’ during a heated dispute
after his side’s quarter-final Cup defeat to the
Nerazzurri. 

Sarri, who now risks a two-game touchline ban,
claimed the slurs were said in the heat of the
moment. But the controversy has overshadowed
Napoli’s brilliant first half of the season and left
Sarri, who has transformed Napoli from also-rans to
title contenders, with egg on his face. Alessandro
Cecchi Paone, the president of fifth division side
Positano, close to Naples, labeled Sarri’s slurs as
“offensive and homophobic” and suggested Napoli
organise a benefit match between the sides to help
spread awareness of the issue.

But Paone said gay players, coaches or officials
could make a bigger impact by coming out them-
selves. The 54-year-old announced he was gay 18
months ago and said he has earned nothing but
respect. “Everyone gives me credit for having the
courage to admit I was gay. Now would be the time,
in Serie A, for a coach, player or official to come to
terms with his own homosexuality and become an
example to follow,” Paone said in Gazzetta dello
Sport. “Mancini has jolted a climate that effectively
prevents players from declaring their homosexuali-
ty because these kinds of homophobic incidents,
that I see all the time in the minor leagues, don’t get
the publicity they deserve.”

While Sarri awaits the announcement of a possi-
ble ban that could hamper his side’s campaign, his
rant has highlighted arguably the last big taboo in
football. In 2009 Gareth Thomas, at the time Wales’s
most-capped rugby union player, admitted he was
gay while still actively playing. Yet gay footballers
remain a rarity at the top level of the sport.
Englishman Justin Fashanu was the first profession-
al footballer in Britain to admit his sexuality, in 1990,
but committed suicide eight years later, aged 37. 

Last year former Aston Villa, West Ham and
Everton midfielder Thomas Hitzlsperger announced
he was gay, claiming: “I’ve never been ashamed of
the way I am.” In 2015 reports that two Premier
League stars,  one of whom was allegedly an
England international,  were on the verge of
announcing their ‘coming out’ dominated head-
lines in Britain’s tabloids. But currently, there are no
known openly gay footballers in the English and
Scottish professional leagues.

Homosexuality in Italian football also remains
taboo, although Juventus midfielder Claudio
Marchisio won fans among the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transexual) community several years ago
when he said it was “not fair” homosexuals should
be accepted elsewhere and not in football. He told
the Italian edition of Vogue magazine in June 2012:
“If someone comes out at their place of work, thank-
fully now it no longer causes controversy. “But if
you do that at a football training camp, the reaction
wouldn’t be the same. It is not fair.” Paone, mean-
while, said his candor on the subject has only boost-
ed his club’s chance on the pitch. “Things are going
great, I have great relations with the players and
there’s no problem about me going into the dress-
ing room,” he added. “What’s more, the team is
playing even better.” — AFP 

Holders Juventus 
set-up Inter clash 

Lichtsteiner sends Juve into Cup semi-finals


