
KUWAIT: Firefighters and emergency medical technicians talk with a woman after saving her from a suicide
attempt she had attempted in an apartment where she says she was locked for four days.
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KUWAIT: As part of the government’s
austerity measures, ministries will
reconsider paying employees the
‘excellent performance bonuses’ in the
2016-2017 budget, well-informed
sources said. These bonuses would not
be paid according to present condi-
tions, the sources said, adding that
ministries would have to either cancel
or reduce them down by limiting
them to certain employees who match
strict performance assessment condi-
tions.  The sources highlighted that
the current average excellent perform-
ance bonuses were over KD 5 million
in most ministries, which adds up to a
very high cost. The sources added that
the employees who get the bonus do
not actually deserve it and it is most
often given for profiteering and is fol-
lowed by filing of many grievances by
those who do not get it. “This calls for
stricter regulations and conditions,”
stressed the sources, noting that can-
celling bonuses in the oil sector could

be the beginning of cancelling them
in other ministries. “The government
will leave the final decision to respec-
tive ministries,” added the sources. 

In another development, the
sources added that governmental
instructions were issued to the minis-
terial economic committee to finish its
study concerning cutting subsidies
and increasing petrol, electricity and
water prices so that they could be list-
ed on the Cabinet’s agenda for
February. 

Kuwait Airways
The parliament’s financial affairs

committee is due to discuss today the
proposals made on amending law
number 6/2008 pertaining with turn-
ing Kuwait Airways into a sharehold-
ing company. The committee meeting
will be attended by Communication
Minister Essa Al-Kandari. The commit-
tee’s agenda also includes a bill on
allowing the government to take
funds from the general reserves as
requested by Finance Minister and

acting oil minister Anas Al-Saleh, who
is scheduled to attend the meeting as
well. 

Citizenship
The parliament’s legal and legisla-

tive affairs committee is due to meet
today to discuss a proposal on granti-
ng citizenship to the children of mar-
tyrs registered with the Martyrs
Bureau. Meanwhile, member of the
parliamentary interior and defense
affairs committee MP Abdullah
Maayouf said that the committee
would discuss a bill granting citizen-
ship to a maximum of 4,000 people in
2016. 

Family safe
A huge fire broke out at a Kuwaiti

family’s house in Omariya, said securi-
ty sources, noting that the fire started
when a cooking gas cylinder exploded
in a kitchen annexed to the house,
blowing off parts of the ceiling and
walls. The sources added that no casu-
alties were reported.
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GENEVA: A Kuwaiti governmental delega-
tion in Geneva was briefed on a roadmap
suggested by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) before presenting it to
competent bodies for careful delibera-
tions. The delegation’s head Mohammad
Al-Faili said in a statement yesterday that
the roadmap was tabled during a meeting
held with IOC officials to discuss the IOC’s
recent decision suspending Kuwait ’s
sports activities.

“During the meeting, we listened to
the IOC’s viewpoint, and we voiced our
views on suspension too. We stressed that
our sports legislations don’t run counter
with the Olympic Charter,” he said. The 16-
hour-long meeting was convened by the
UN, Faili said, appreciating “sincere and
relentless” efforts by the UN, Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and Special Adviser
to the UN Secretary-General on Sport for
Development and Peace Wilfried Lemke to
resolve the issue of Kuwait’s international-
ly suspended sports activities.

Led by constitutional expert
Mohammad Al-Faili, the Kuwaiti govern-
mental team comprises Advisor to the
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla and member of the Public
Authority for Sports (PAS) Abdullah Al-
Afasi.

Several officials of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) were present in
the meeting. On October 27, 2015, the PAS
board of directors had rejected a decision
by the IOC suspending Kuwait’s Olympic
activities, over allegations that the “Kuwait’s
local sports laws contradict the Olympic
Charter.” — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality
launched an inspection campaign in
an illegal street market in Mahboula,
where three truckloads of vegetables,
fruits and used clothes were confiscat-
ed, said the acting municipal affairs
manager at Hawally and Ahmadi
municipalities Fahd Al-Shtaili. All
unauthorized and illegal markets
would be targeted and strictly dealt
with, he noted.

Medical services
Chairman of the Private Medical

Professions Union Dr Adel Ashkenani
highly commended His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah’s instructions to develop
domestic medical services and reduce
reliance on treatment abroad. “Health
sector officials should be fully aware of

this instruction by the Amir of wisdom
and humanity. We should learn les-
sons from such statements,” he under-
lined. Addressing Health Minister Dr
Ali Al-Obaidi, Ashkenani said during
his meetings with the minister, he
detected sincere intentions and
efforts to develop health services in
general and regulate private health
services in particular. “Such intentions
need to see light now,” he underlined,
calling for getting rid of red tape and
bureaucracy in issuing licenses. He
also urged the Assembly and its
health affairs committee to amend
medical laws in order to develop the
health sector and attract more invest-
ments and international hospitals that
“will not operate in Kuwait under cur-
rent circumstances”, noting that it was
high time the private sector played a
more important role in developing
medical and health services. 

Crackdown at street
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KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti citizen, held in
Tanzania since June, has been released
and is back home, Assistant Foreign
Minister for Consular Affairs
Plenipotentiary Sami Abdulaziz Al-
Hamad said on yesterday.  The citizen
was held there as of June 23 for violat-
ing the Tanzanian laws on exporting
some animal species. The penalty in

this case is a tremendous fine, or 20
years behind bars, Hamad told KUNA.

But he was granted a release
thanks to ceaseless efforts by the
Kuwaiti Embassy in the East African
country, based on orders from First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. The efforts were

fruitful, Hamad said, appreciating
cooperation by the Tanzanian side. The
Foreign Ministry urges Kuwaiti citizens
to abide by laws when leaving other
countries, and not to try to take out
animals with them, he said. They have
to comply with hunting laws in a host
country, and to be cautious, making
sure their permits are valid. — KUNA

Kuwaiti held in Tanzania released

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Hawalli firefighters yesterday
succeeded in saving a 33-year-old Filipina
who attempted suicide by jumping off a
second floor apartment in a Hawalli build-
ing. The woman was held hostage inside
the apartment for four days, said security
sources, noting that firefighters had to
break into the apartment and talk the
woman out of her suicide attempt.
Further investigations are in progress.

Unlicensed warehouses
In collaboration with Kuwait Municipality,
Farwaniya security forces launched a wide
scale inspection campaign in Hasawi, raid-

ing several illegal street marketplaces. The
forces also searched five unlicensed ware-
houses used for storing vegetables and
fruits that were all confiscated and sent to
charities. The campaign also resulted in
removing large quantities of wooden and
plastic boxes of produce prepared for sale.  

Boat owner summoned
In implementation of the environment
law, the environment police spotted a
boat that had run aground on Fintas
shores, said security sources, noting that
the owner was summoned and notified
to remove the boat to avoid being fined
for docking in an area not specified for
docking. The sources added that leaving

the boat in the area was dangerous for
marine life in the area.

Safety conference
Major General Khaled Yousif Al-Terkait,
Deputy Director for Human Development
at Kuwait Fire Services Directorate (KFSD)
and Chairman of the Supreme
Committee for the 4th International
Firefighting and Safety Conference, said
that the conference would be held under
auspices of His Highness the Prime
Minister in the period of March 1-3, 2016,
and titled ‘Best Experiences for Safe
Future.’ Terkait added that the conference
would coincide with the National
Holidays.

Firefighters thwart suicide attempt


