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WASHINGTON: US conservatives shaken by the rise of Donald
Trump called on fellow Republicans Friday to reject his presi-
dential candidacy, triggering a fiery squabble over the party’s
controversial frontrunner just days before the nomination
contest kicks off. “Against Trump,” declared the cover of the
venerable National Review magazine, for decades a leading
voice of the American right founded by the late commentator
William F Buckley. “Trump is a philosophically unmoored polit-
ical opportunist who would trash the broad conservative ide-
ological consensus within the GOP in favor of a free-floating
populism with strong-man overtones,” it said in a biting lead
editorial.

The publication followed up with essays by 22 conserva-
tive figures who took turns denouncing Trump, who leads all
rivals in the race for the Republican presidential nomination.
Calling him “astoundingly ignorant,” a “charlatan,” a “glib ego-
maniac” and plain “crazy,” the conservatives expressed revul-
sion at the prospect of a President Trump - and what he might
do to the nation and to the Republican brand. With just over a
week to go before the first presidential nominating vote in
Iowa, their views also reflected the panic that Trump has set
off within a Republican establishment deeply at odds with the
celebrity billionaire’s angry, populist message.

But the magazine’s broadside nonetheless triggered an
angry response from the Republican National Committee,
which disinvited the National Review from being a partner of
the party’s candidate debate on Feb 25. “Debate partners can’t
have a predisposition towards or against any candidate,” RNC
spokesman Sean Spicer said. Review publisher Jack Fowler
appeared to take the move in stride. “We expected this was
coming. Small price to pay for speaking the truth about The
Donald,” he wrote Friday in a blog post. Former Florida gover-
nor Jeb Bush, who trails Trump considerably in the polls,
warned the RNC was wrong to punish such a “cherished con-
servative mouthpiece” as the Review.  — AFP
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WINNIPEG/VANCOUVER: The gunman suspected
of killing four people and injuring several others in
Canada’s worst school violence in a decade first
shot his two brothers at home before opening fire
at the remote community high school, a family
friend and the town’s acting mayor said on Friday.
Police said a suspect was arrested after the shoot-
ing in La Loche, Saskatchewan, an impoverished
community about 600 km north of the city of
Saskatoon.

The town’s acting mayor, Kevin Janvier, told AP
that his 23-year-old daughter Marie, a teacher, was
shot to death. He also said police told him that the
gunman first shot two of his siblings at home and
then made his way to the school. Officials have not
given a motivation for the shooting or named the
suspect or victims. Mass shootings are rare in
Canada, which has stricter gun laws than the
United States. In the country’s worst school shoot-
ing, 14 college students were killed at Montreal’s
Ecole Polytechnique in 1989. A shooting in 1992 at
Concordia University in Montreal killed four.

A family friend said the teenaged suspect shot
his two younger brothers before going to the
school and shooting a teacher and an assistant.
“After he shot his two brothers, he walked back to
school and he shot ... a teacher and a girl. They’re
both dead. Four of them died,” said Joe Lemaigre, a
family friend who lives on the outskirts of La Loche.
“I know the family. Their mother worked in Fort
McMurray and his grandfather went to Meadow
Lake to do some shopping. That’s when he shot
them.”

Multiple Shots
The shooting occurred in the high school and a

second location, Canadian police said, adding they
took the suspect into custody outside the school
and seized a gun. Chief Bobby Cameron of the
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, which
represents more than 70 of the province’s Indian
bands, said a few students were in surgery Friday
evening in Saskatoon, the province’s largest city.
“Everyone is still in shock and disbelief,” Cameron

said. “It’s a very, very horribly tragic event.”
La Loche student Noel Desjarlais told the

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation that he heard
multiple shots fired at the school, which has
about 900 students. “I ran outside the school,”
Desjarlais said. “There was lots of screaming, there
was about six, seven shots before I got outside. I
believe there was more shots by the time I did get
out.” A cellphone video taken by one resident and
broadcast by the CBC showed students walking
away from the school across the snow-covered
ground and emergency personnel moving in.

“Obviously this is every parent’s worst night-
mare,” said Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who ini-
tially reported five people were killed. He was in
Davos,  Switzerland,  for  the annual  World
Economic Forum. Among Canada’s provinces,
Saskatchewan had the highest rate of police-
reported family violence in 2014, double the
national rate of 243 incidents per 100,000 people,
according to a Statist ics  Canada repor t  on
Thursday.

Extra doctors and nurses were sent to treat
patients in Keewatin Yatthe Regional Health
Authority’s 16-bed hospital, said spokesman Dale
West. He declined to say how many people had
been injured. “It’s really sad in La Loche today,
very depressing,” said Tenisha Lemaigre, who lives
in the town of less than 3,000 people and said she
knew many students. Unemployment runs above
20 percent in the area but three-quarters of work-
ing-age people are classified as retired or not
looking for work, according to 2011 government
figures.  Residents say the real unemployment
rate is above 50 percent.

In 2014, a teacher expressed concern about
violence at the La Loche school, noting that a
student who had tried to stab her was put back
in her classroom after serving his sentence, and
another attacked her at her home. “That student
got 10 months,” Janice Wilson told the CBC of the
student who tried to stab her in class. “And when
he was released he was returned to the school
and was put in my classroom.” — Reuters 

Four killed in Canada school shooting


