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PARIS: A Paris court on Friday hand-
ed a 20-year jail term to a Chinese
nanny for murdering and chopping
up her employers after their two-
month-old baby died in her care. The
woman, 34-year-old Hui Zhang, had
admitted k il l ing the couple, Ying
Wang and Liangsi Xui, during a vio-
lent row at  her home after  they
learned the little boy had died. The
judge followed the prosecutor’s rec-
ommendation of 20 years behind
bars for Hui, who had claimed she
acted in self-defense as the furious

parents of the dead child attacked
her and her boyfriend Te Lu, also 34,
with a butcher’s knife. 

Te, who was a co-defendant in the
macabre case, was acquitted. In his
closing arguments, Julien Eyraud had
told the court: “When I learned of this
case I was overcome by the horror of
what happened, imagining the smell
of blood, this butchery in the bath-
room, this  violence.” As the tr ial
opened on Tuesday, Hui confessed to
the killing, saying: “It’s true, I killed
them, and I will regret it for the rest

of my life.” She and Te had decided to
offer the child’s parents money to try
to get them not to report the boy’s
death.

Electric saw
They invited the parents to their

home, but said their plans quickly
went awry faced with the fury of the
grieving couple. Te testified Tuesday
that he fell unconscious during the
fight and remained so while Hui
chopped up the two bodies in the
bathroom with an electric saw, using

the washing machine to cover the
noise.  “I was sucked into a whirlwind
of nightmares but I am innocent,” Te
told the court. Hui then wrapped the
body par ts  in rubbish bags and
scrubbed her apartment clean. Te lat-
er helped her get rid of the remains,
transporting them “by foot or public
transport” to the forest of Vincennes
east of Paris, a policeman said.

Eyraud cast doubt on Hui’s claim
of self-defense and said there was no
proof Te had taken part in the mur-
ders. The case first came to light in

June 2012 after two joggers came
upon a leg, cut off at the ankle, in
Vincennes forest. Several days later, a
guide dog found a human torso in
the same area, but the hunt for fur-
ther remains was fruitless. Before the
bodies could be identified, Hui and Te
turned themselves in.  They then
directed police to the locations of
more body parts around the forest.
However, they did not find the baby’s
body, which Hui said she had thrown
in rubbish bins along with some of
the other remains.  —AFP 

Chinese nanny gets 20 years for chopping up employers

BEIJING: Much of China shivered yes-
terday as a teeth-chattering cold snap
broke decades-old records and snow
fell in some parts for the first time in
years, cancelling flights and forcing
many indoors. An orange alert was
issued across the country as forecasts
predicted eye-watering lows of -41
Celsius (-42 Fahrenheit) in some parts,
the National Meteorological Center
(NMC) said.

Orange is the second most severe
cold weather warning on China’s
four-tier scale, and forecasters said
30-year records were on course to
be shattered in several parts of the
country over the weekend, with
two-thirds of the country facing
temperatures below -12 C.  The
north braced for the worst, with the
temperatures predicted to plummet

to -41 C in Genhe in Inner Mongolia.
Neighboring Mohe in Heilongjiang
province didn’t fare much better
with the mercury expected to dip to
-39 C. 

The NMC said temperatures would
not peak above the freezing mark in
most parts of the country, with the
exception of a few spots in the south,
and state-run CCTV television urged
people to stay inside to avoid the
frigid weather. More than 100 flights
were cancelled and nearly 200
delayed in the southeast metropolis
of Chongqing as snow blanketed the
city for the first time in 20 years, air-
port authorities said. Snow dumped
down in several other regions where
the white stuff is scarcely seen,
according to CCTV citing weather
officials. 

Bright sunshine bathed the capital
Beijing where skies were clear blue,
but the bright conditions brought lit-
tle respite as thermometers dipped
to -17 C in the morning. In the moun-
tainous areas on the outskirts of the
city, temperatures plummeted to an
eye-watering -29.8 C. Even the nor-
mally tropical beaches on the south-
ern island of Hainan were not spared,
with temperatures clocking in at a
cool 13 C, according to state-run CRI
radio. Yesterday afternoon the tem-
perature had dropped to 6 C in the
island province’s capital Haikou, 13
degrees below the seasonal average
according to CRI. Conditions are
expected to return to slightly warmer
seasonal norms from Tuesday in the
north and by the end of next week in
the south, CCTV said. —AFP

China hit by eye-watering cold snap

OHIO: Small American flags have been placed in the trees in front of the
Warmbier family home, in Wyoming, Ohio. North Korea on Friday
announced the arrest of Otto Warmbier, a university student from Ohio, for
what it called a ‘hostile act’ orchestrated by the American government to
undermine the authoritarian nation. —AP

NAIROBI: Warring rivals in South Sudan missed a
key deadline yesterday to forge a unity govern-
ment, with rebels rejecting President Salva Kiir’s
creation of new regional states as fighting contin-
ues. The rivals were supposed to form a govern-
ment by January 22, but rebels say Kiir’s near
tripling of the number of regional states in
December undermines a fundamental pillar of an
August power-sharing deal to end two years of
civil war. Rebel spokesman Mabior Garang criti-
cized “anti-peace hardliners within the govern-
ment” and said they would base negotiations on
the old system of 10 states and not the current 28.
Garang however said rebels are “fully committed
to peace and shall not entertain a return to war.”

Key international backers-the so-called Troika,
made up of key donors Britain, Norway and United
States, as well as the European Union-this week
said the talks were “deadlocked”. Amid mounting
frustration, they cut payment of hotel bills for rebel

delegates in Juba. During previous peace talks
mostly held in Ethiopia, delegates have run up vast
hotel and bar bills as they agreed-and then swiftly
broke-a string of ceasefire deals. Civil war began in
December 2013 when Kiir accused his former
deputy Riek Machar of planning a coup, setting off
a cycle of retaliatory killings that have split the
poverty-stricken country along ethnic lines.

UN lists horrific abuses
Despite the August agreement fighting contin-

ues, with the conflict now involving multiple mili-
tia forces who pay little heed to paper peace deals
and are driven by local agendas or revenge
attacks. Heavy fighting was reported this week in
the southwestern Western Equatoria region,
including street battles in the state capital of
Yambio on Thursday, close to the border with
Democratic Republic of Congo, aid workers said.

The clashes were between soldiers and a local

militia known as the Arrow Boys, reportedly
aligned with Machar’s rebels. United Nations rights
monitors this week added more details to a long
list of horrific abuses in the more than two-year
war. The report detailed “gross violations” of human
rights including “gang-rape, sexual slavery and
forced abortion”, in a joint report by the UN peace-
keeping mission, UNMISS, and the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

Earlier this week the United Nations said over
200,000 South Sudanese civilians are sheltering
inside peacekeepers’ camps from civil war, a bleak
barometer of ongoing conflict. To add to its woes,
South Sudan’s economy is in ruins. Its government
budget depends almost entirely on oil revenues,
but it is currently effectively paying to export its oil,
due to falling world prices, combined with a fixed
fee for the use of export pipelines to neighbor
Sudan. The pipeline fee is now more than that
earned for the oil itself. —AFP

Warring factions in South 
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SEOUL: Otto Warmbier, the American uni-
versity student being held by North Korea,
was detained before boarding his flight to
China over an unspecified incident that
had taken place earlier in the trip at his
hotel, his travel company said yesterday.
North Korea’s official KCNA news agency
said on Friday that Warmbier “was caught
committing a hostile act against the state”,
which it said was “tolerated and manipulat-
ed by the US government”.

Charlotte Guttridge, a tour leader at
Young Pioneer Tours and the only outside
witness to Warmbier’s detention, said the
21-year-old University of Virginia student
was not with other tourists when the
events that appear to have prompted his
arrest occurred. “What happened, hap-
pened at the hotel and my belief is that
Otto kept it to himself out of hope it might
go unnoticed,” Guttridge said. Guttridge
and colleagues at Young Pioneer Tours
declined to share further details of exactly
what had taken place, citing the safety of
their client.

Warmbier had been staying at the
Yanggakdo International Hotel when the
incident that led to his arrest occurred. The
Yanggakdo is a towering structure on an
island in the middle of the Taedong river,
which cuts through central Pyongyang.
China-based Young Pioneer Tours is a North
Korea travel specialist that describes itself
on its website as “an adventure tour opera-
tor that provides ‘budget tours to destina-
tions your mother would rather you stayed
away from’”.

During his five-day New Year’s tour of
North Korea, staff at Young Pioneer Tours
said Warmbier had acted normally, and
was keen to see daily life in one of the
world’s most isolated countries, which is
visited by around 6,000 Western tourists a
year. Ten other US citizens were on the tour.
“Throughout the trip, Otto behaved as a
typical tourist - taking pictures, enjoying
himself. We had no indication that any-
thing untoward had happened until the
airport,” Guttridge said.

Delayed at immigration
When Warmbier’s group reached the

airport, he appeared to have been pur-
posefully delayed at immigration, Troy
Collings, director of Young Pioneer Tours

said. As the tourists checked-in at the
gleaming, recently-renovated terminal,
Warmbier was taken aside by two airport
officials and escorted into a small immi-
gration room behind a wooden door to
one side of the check-in area. “He was not
dragged away and he wasn’t yelled at,”
Guttridge said.

As Guttridge waited for Warmbier to
come out of the room, she instructed the
rest of her tour group to board the North
Korean Air Koryo flight bound for Beijing.
“When it became clear that he wasn’t com-
ing, I had to board the flight before it
departed,” said Guttridge, who still had col-
leagues in Pyongyang with another group
of tourists. “I was the last to board the
flight.” As the Russian-made Tupolev airlin-
er prepared to leave the terminal, an air-
port official boarded the plane and told
Guttridge that Warmbier had been “taken
to hospital”.

Soon after, a North Korean contact
passed on a message concerning
Warmbier’s detention to Young Pioneer
Tours founder Gareth Johnson, who was in
Pyongyang with a separate group due to
catch a train to the Chinese border. “I
stayed back when I heard Otto had been
detained,” Johnson told Reuters. “It was an
automatic response. I wanted to try and
work out what the situation was and it was
my hope that I would at least be able to
speak with him.” Johnson said his company
was in contact with Warmbier’s family, US
officials and the Swedish Embassy in
Pyongyang, which represents US interests
in North Korea.

Staff at the tour operator said as far as
they knew Warmbier had not been in pos-
session of any religious or political litera-
ture. Foreign visitors have been detained
in the past for attempting to distribute reli-
gious literature in the country. The US and
Canadian governments advise against
travel there. The US State Department, in a
statement, said it was aware of reports
that a US citizen had been detained in
North Korea but gave no further details,
citing privacy concerns. Calls to the
Warmbier family home in Cincinnati, Ohio,
were not immediately answered on Friday
and nobody answered when a Reuters
reporter knocked on the door of the
house. —Reuters

American student detained in 
N Korea ‘over hotel incident’

BUDAPEST: “It’s never too late,”
smiles Eva Fahidi, a Hungarian
Holocaust survivor who, at the age of
90, is currently starring in a sold-out
duet production with a much
younger dancer. “First I felt only my
limits, what I can’t do,” the handsome
white-haired Fahidi said during a
rehearsal in a Budapest studio. “Then

slowly, as I learned to warm up, it was
wonderful how my old body wanted
to do something again,” she added,
after gracefully completing a stretch
on the floor. Her show, called “Sea
Lavender or The Euphoria of Being”,
has played to full houses eight times
in Budapest’s prestigious Vigszinhaz
Theatre since its October launch. 

It now premieres in Berlin on
January 24, three days before a UN-

designated Holocaust memorial day
marking the 1945 liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest of
the Nazi death camps. 

The 100-minute long perform-
ance, which incorporates both dance
and speech, looks at how an elderly
woman with a traumatic past and a
younger person communicate with

each other. Director Reka Szabo said
she got the idea for the show last
year when she heard Fahidi speak at
a presentation of her memoir. “She
talks about her life and the
Holocaust in a way that makes you
feel like she is not a victim but a
human being trying to deal with her
past, to be able to live a full life,” said
Szabo who runs the Symptoms
dance-theatre company.

‘Gesture of death’
Fahidi was an 18-year-old school-

girl when she was put on a train and
deported from Debrecen in eastern
Hungary to Auschwitz-one of nearly
440,000 Hungarian Jews sent to
death camps between May and July
in 1944. Some 49 of her relatives
perished in the Holocaust, including

her parents and 11-year-old sister.
She last saw her mother and
younger sibling on a sorting ramp
after arriving at Birkenau. Fahidi
recalls how one insignificant gesture
decided their fate.

“A small movement of the finger
from (camp doctor) Josef Mengele
meant life or death, whether you go
right to work or left to the gas cham-
bers. I went right,” she said. After the

camp’s liberation, it took Fahidi near-
ly six decades before she was ready
to open up about her trauma. A
2003 visit to the camp exactly 59
years after her first journey there
prompted her to write her memoir.
“It dawned on me that this was my
vocation, to tell as many people as I
could about Auschwitz, it’s the least
I can do,” she said. Her book-”The
Soul of Things”-was published in
German in 2004 and later translated
by Fahidi into Hungarian. English
and Finnish editions are also
planned. 

Audience moved to tears
These days, dance is Fahidi’s cho-

sen tool of expression. “Gestures and
movements can be freer than words
and say more about a person,” she
said, in reference to her duet with
36-year-old dancer Emese Cuhorka.
Even her own grandchild who had
previously balked at reading or
hearing about the Holocaust was
“amazed” by the show, Fahidi adds.
One of the most powerful moments
occurs when Cuhorka lifts Fahidi like
a baby, according to the show’s
director. “People often cry when
watching that scene, although it has
nothing to do directly with the
Holocaust,” Szabo noted.

The show’s name, she explains,
was inspired by a plant able to grow
in poor soil, a symbol of Fahidi’s
tough life. Last April, Fahidi came
once again face to face with her past
when she appeared as a plaintiff at
the closely covered trial of Oskar
Groening, known as the “Bookkeeper
of Auschwitz”. Groening was sen-
tenced to four years in jail as an
accessory to murder in 300,000 cases.  

The pain does not fade but you
learn to live with it, Fahidi says. “Not
a day goes past when I don’t think
of Auschwitz,” she observed. “But I
discovered that hatred is just a bur-
den. What happened, but I am still
alive-a happy person who enjoys
living”. —AFP

Auschwitz survivor triumphs in 
sell-out dance duet at age 90

BEIJING: A group of visitors take a photo of themselves in Tiananmen
Square in Beijing, yesterday. According to state media, temperatures in
Beijing are expected to hit a 30-year low of -17 C (1 F) as an unusually
strong cold snap has brought plummeting temperatures and snow to
parts of China. —AP
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BUDAPEST: Hungarian holocaust survivor of Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp, Eva
Fahidi, 90, performs on stage at the Vigszinhaz theater in Budapest. —AFP


