
LONDON: Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal has praised cap-
tain Wayne Rooney for a half-time outburst that reminded him of a piv-
otal moment from his time with Ajax. Van Gaal revealed that Rooney
upbraided his under-performing team-mates at half-time of last week-
end’s Premier League match at Liverpool before going on to earn his
side a 1-0 victory with a 78th-minute winner. For Van Gaal it brought
back memories of a similar outburst by Frank Rijkaard at half-
time of Ajax’s 1995 Champions League final against AC
Milan, which the Dutch club went on to win 1-0. “I think
the players have to take responsibility, but at the right
moment, because I have seen it in my career at the wrong
moment,” Van Gaal said in comments published by British
newspapers yesterday. “At the right moment you have to
do it so I am very pleased. In the final in 1995 with Frank
Rijkaard, for example. “It’s always good, it always helps
the manager and also the players. I’m asking
already for more. I believe in the corrections of fel-
low players.—AFP 
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MADRID: Real Madrid playmaker James Rodriguez is working hard
to get back to top form and remains a key member of the team,
coach Zinedine Zidane said yesterday. Rodriguez was sidelined by a
thigh injury while on duty with Colombia in September and has
struggled for form and fitness since his return to action at the end of
October. The 24-year-old, who joined Real from Monaco for around
80 million euros ($86.3 million) after dazzling at the 2014 World Cup
finals, has made only seven starts this season in La Liga and one each
in the Champions League and King’s Cup. Zidane will take charge of
his third game at Real Betis today since taking over from the sacked
Rafa Benitez and said Rodriguez was ready to play if selected. The
Colombian’s chances of starting have improved due to an injury to
Real’s Wales forward Gareth Bale, who damaged a calf muscle in last
weekend’s 5-1 home victory over Sporting Gijon. “You will see tomor-
row but he (Rodriguez) had a very good week in training like all the
players,” Zidane told a news conference previewing Sunday’s game in
Seville. “I am very happy with what he is doing and he is working very
hard,” added the former Real and France midfielder. “We know what
an important player he is for the team.”—Reuters

Real coach Zidane backs 
out-of-sorts Rodriguez

BERLIN: World Cup leader Aksel Lund Svindal crashed out of the downhill
competition in Kitzbuhel yesterday, leaving the daunting Streif course with

a bloody nose. The Norwegian pre-race favorite, who had
won the men’s super G on Friday, was on track to take

over the lead from Italian Peter Fill when he landed bad-
ly from a jump midway down the course and slid into
the protective side netting. Snowfall and strong winds
had delayed the competition by about an hour with

organizers shortening the start of the Streif course,
arguably the most demanding on the World Cup calendar,
to reduce speed amid limited visibility. Apart from Svindal,

the course claimed several more skiers, including local
favorites Hannes Reichelt and Georg Streitberger,

who both needed to be airlifted off the course after
crashing out at the same spot as the Norwegian. “It
does not seem to be as cold as before and the
course may not be as icy so skis sink a bit deeper,”

said leader Fill. “It is a dangerous course. Very
demanding.”— Reuters

World Cup leader Svindal 
crashes out of Kitzbuhel

Rooney blast reminds 
Van Gaal of Rijkaard

Australia
A. Finch lbw I. Sharma 6
D. Warner c Jadeja b I. Sharma 122
S. Smith c R. Sharma b Bumrah 28
G. Bailey c I. Sharma b R. Dhawan 6
S. Marsh run out (Yadav) 7
M. Marsh not out 102
M. Wade c Dhoni b Yadav 36
J. Faulkner b Bumrah 1
J. Hastings not out 2
Extras (b4, lb7, w8, nb1) 20
Total (7 wickets, 50 overs) 330
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Finch), 2-64 (Smith), 3-78 (Bailey), 4-
117 (S. Marsh), 5-235 (Warner), 6-320 (Wade), 7-323
(Faulkner)
Did not bat: S. Boland, N. Lyon
Bowling: I. Sharma 10-0-60-2 (1nb), Yadav 8-0-82-1
(1w), Bumrah 10-0-40-2, R. Dhawan 10-0-74-1 (4w), R.
Jadeja 10-0-46-0 (1w), G. Singh 2-0-17-0

India
R. Sharma c Wade b Hastings 99
S. Dhawan c S. Marsh b Hastings 78
V. Kohli c Wade b Hastings 8
M. Pandey not out 104
M.S. Dhoni c Warner b M. Marsh 34
G. Singh not out 0
Extras (lb3, w,5) 8
Total (4 wickets, 49.4 overs) 331
Fall of wickets: 1-123 (S. Dhawan), 2-134 (Kohli), 3-231
(R. Sharma), 4-325 (Dhoni)
Did not bat: R. Jadeja, R. Dhawan, J. Bumrah, U. Yadav, I.
Sharma
Bowling: Hastings 10-1-61-3 (2w), Boland 10-0-58-0,
Marsh 9.4-0-77-1 (2w), 
Faulkner 10-0-54-0, Lyon 8-0-58-0 (1w), Smith 2-0-20-0.

SCOREBOARD

SYDNEY: Scoreboard from the fifth one-day interna-
tional between Australia and India at the Sydney Cricket
Ground yesterday:

SCOREBOARD

South Africa 1st innings (Overnight: 329-5).
S. Cook b Woakes 115 
D. Elgar c Taylor b Ali 20  
H. Amla b Stokes 109 
A. de Villiers c Root b Broad 0   
J. Duminy lbw b Ali 16  
T. Bavuma c Bairstow b Broad 35  
Q. de Kock not out 129 
K. Rabada lbw b Anderson 0   
K. Abbott lbw b Stokes 16  
D. Piedt c Bairstow b Stokes 19  
M. Morkel lbw b Stokes 0   
Extras (b-1 lb-11 w-4) 16  
Total (all out, 132 overs) 475 
Fall of wickets: 1-35 D. Elgar, 2-237 H. Amla, 3-
238 A. de Villiers, 4-271 S. Cook, 5-273 J. Duminy,
6-335 T. 
Bavuma,7-336 K. Rabada,8-386 K. Abbott,9-468 D.

Piedt, 10-475 M. Morkel
Bowling: J. Anderson 30-6-91-1 (w-1), S. Broad 28-
4-91-2 (w-2), M. Ali 25-5-104-2, C. Woakes 22-3-91-
1 (w-1), B. Stokes 27-3-86-4.               

England 1st innings
A. Cook not out 67  
A. Hales c Piedt b Rabada 15  
N. Compton lbw b Rabada 19  
J. Root not out 31  
Extras (b-1 lb-4 w-1) 6   
Total (for 2 wickets, 46 overs) 138 
Fall of wickets: 1-22 A. Hales,2-78 N. Compton
To bat: J. Taylor, B. Stokes, J. Bairstow, M. Ali, C.
Woakes, S. Broad, J. Anderson
Bowling: K. Abbott 11-5-17-0, K. Rabada 12-2-55-2
(w-1), D. Piedt 10-1-23-0,               
M. Morkel 11-2-29-0, D. Elgar 2-0-9-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the second day in the fourth and final Test between South Africa and England
on Saturday in Centurion, South Africa.

SYDNEY: Manish Pandey scored a brilliant
unbeaten 104 as India beat Australia by six
wickets in a thrilling one-day international at
the Sydney Cricket Ground yesterday. After
Indian captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni won
the toss and decided to bowl, Australia scored
an imposing 330 for seven off their 50 overs
thanks to centuries from David Warner (122)
and Mitchell Marsh (102 not out). But after
losing all four previous games in the five-
match series-despite scoring over 300 runs
three times and 295 on the other-India avoid-

ed a whitewash when they reached 331 for
four with two balls remaining. Pandey, who
only came into the team because of an injury
to Ajinkya Rahane, was in magnificent touch
as he brought up his maiden ODI century
from only 81 balls.

The 26-year-old hit eight fours and one six
as he teamed with Rohit Sharma (99) and
Dhoni (34) to guide India to victory. The
Indians had started their run chase brilliantly,
with Shikhar Dhawan and Sharma having no
trouble against the Australian attack. Dhawan,

who scored a century in the fourth ODI in
Canberra on Wednesday, was particularly
punishing, blasting his way to a rapid-fire half
century and taking the Indian total past 100.
He brought up his 50 from just 42 balls but on
78 he tried to hit John Hastings over midwick-
et and was brilliantly caught in the deep by
Shaun Marsh.

The in-form Virat Kohli came and went for
eight but Pandey was in superb touch from
the moment he arrived at the crease. He and
Sharma put on 97 before the opener got an

edge to Wade to fall one run short of an 11th
ODI century. Dhoni struggled initially and
Australia looked like winning until the Indian
captain began to find his touch, his big six off
Mitchell Marsh in the final over getting his
side close enough to take the victory. “I think
we’ve been competitive in the series,” Dhoni
said. “The goal was to win matches. The first
four games, I thought were close, but we
didn’t close it down well. 

“That’s important in the ODI format. Every
over matters especially in a high-scoring

game.” Earlier, the Australians cruised to one
more big total on yet another lifeless wicket
in a series where the lowest score was India’s
295 in Melbourne last Sunday. “It’s been a
pretty big run-scoring feast,” Australian cap-
tain Steve Smith admitted. “Tonight was a
masterclass in chasing. “We missed a few
opportunities in the field, but that happens
in cricket,  but we have to move on and
improve.” The two teams move onto a three-
match T20 series, beginning in Adelaide on
Tuesday.—AFP 

SYDNEY: Manish Pandey of India bats during the fourth one-day international cricket match between India and Australia in Sydney yesterday. —AFP 

Pandey heroics give India thrilling ODI win

CENTURION: England captain Alastair Cook
made his first half-century of the series to
keep his team in contention on the second
day of the fourth and final Test against South
Africa at SuperSport Park yesterday. England
were 138 for two at the close of play after
Quinton de Kock’s maiden Test century took
South Africa to a first innings total of 475.
Cook, who had scored only 103 runs in six
innings in the first three Tests, batted solidly to
finish unbeaten on 67.

England lost Alex Hales early, when he
sliced a drive against Kagiso Rabada to Dane
Piedt at point after making 15. Nick Compton
helped Cook add 56 for the second wicket
before he fell victim to a ball from Rabada
which shot through low and trapped him leg
before wicket for 19. Joe Root joined Cook
and the pair took England through to the
close in an unbeaten partnership of 60. Root
was on 31 not out. The left-handed De Kock
made 129 not out off 128 balls as he and the
South African tailenders frustrated the
England bowlers on a hot, humid day.

Kyle Abbott helped De Kock add 50 for the
eighth wicket and Piedt shared a ninth wicket
stand of 82 with the South African wicket-
keeper. De Kock was the third centurion in the

innings and joined debutant Stephen Cook in
making his first Test hundred. England once
again paid the price for dropped catches.
After both Cook and Hashim Amla were
dropped on the way to centuries on the first
day, De Kock was put down by Ben Stokes at
gully off James Anderson when he was on 28,
having added only three runs to his overnight
score. De Kock was dropped again on 90
when he drove Moeen Ali hard to England
captain Alastair Cook at short cover.

Despite the blemishes it was an impressive
innings by De Kock, who hit 17 fours and two
sixes. He was particularly severe on Ali, hitting
45 runs off the 28 balls he faced from the off-
spinner, including both his sixes and six fours.
It was a disappointing effort by England who
would have hoped to wrap up the innings
quickly after taking two wickets early in the
day for the addition of only seven runs to the
overnight total of 329 for five. Stuart Broad
had Temba Bavuma caught behind for 35 in
the fourth over of the day, ending a sixth wick-
et partnership of 62 with De Kock. In the next
over James Anderson trapped Kagiso Rabada
leg before wicket without scoring. Stokes was
England’s most successful bowler, taking four
for 86.— AFP 

Cook leads England reply

Panthers blank Blackhawks 4-0
SUNRISE: Roberto Luongo stopped 27 shots
for his fourth shutout of the season, Aaron
Ekblad scored in his first game back from a
concussion and the Florida Panthers beat the
Chicago Blackhawks 4-0 on Friday night to
stop a four-game losing streak. Reilly Smith,
Quinton Howden and former Chicago
defenseman Brian Campbell also scored for
Florida. The Panthers had lost their last eight
games against Chicago, getting outscored 25-
11 in those contests. Scott Darling stopped 28
shots for Chicago, which lost on consecutive
nights in the state of Florida. The Blackhawks
lost in Tampa on Thursday, after winning 12
straight to match the Panthers for the longest
winning streak in the league this season.
Florida has now won 13 straight games with
Ekblad in the lineup. He missed the Panthers’
previous four games.

AVALANCHE 2, BLUE 1, OT
Semyon Varlamov made 33 saves and then

stopped all three attempts in the shootout,
and Colorado beat St Louis. Nathan
MacKinnon scored in the final minute of regu-
lation to rally the Avalanche, and then Gabriel
Landeskog scored the only goal in the
shootout. Landeskog scored on the first shot
and then Varlamov took over. He stopped
Alexander Steen and then smothered a shot
by Vladimir Tarasenko that held up under
review. Troy Brouwer had the last try, but
Varlamov made the save. Brian Elliott had 40
saves and Steen scored the only goal for St
Louis. The Blues had their three-game win-
ning streak stopped.

RANGERS 4, HURRICANES 1
JT Miller scored twice in the second period

and Henrik Lundqvist made 30 saves to lead
New York to a 4-1 victory over Carolina. Ryan
McDonagh scored to stretch his scoring streak
to four games, and Keith Yandle also had a
goal for New York. Joakim Nordstrom scored
for Carolina, and Eddie Lack made 28 saves.
New York has won 14 of its last 15 meetings
with Carolina. The game was played before a
tiny crowd - many in Rangers jerseys - due in

part to several inches of wet snow that began
falling in the afternoon.

RED WINGS 3, SABRES 0
All-Star rookie Dylan Larkin had a goal and

an assist and Petr Mrazek stopped 19 shots to
lead Detroit to a 3-0 victory over Buffalo.
Henrik Zetterberg and Luke Glendening also
scored for the Red Wings, who ended a two-
game losing streak. Larkin scored the winner
with 7:59 remaining, circling from behind the
net to collect the rebound off Glendening’s
shot and banking the puck off the pads of
Robin Lehner. Sabres coach Dan Bylsma chal-
lenged that Larkin was offside as he carried
the puck into the offensive zone, but the goal
was upheld on replay. Larkin’s goal came 41
seconds after the Sabres killed off a 4-minute

penalty on forward Marcus Foligno for high-
sticking.

ISLANDERS 5, SENATORS 2
Travis Hamonic and John Tavares each had a

goal and an assist in the third period and New
York beat Ottawa. Hamonic beat Andrew
Hammond with a slap shot at 2:58 of the third
to give New York a 3-2 lead and Tavares slipped
a backhand past Hammond at 7:03 for some
insurance. Kyle Okposo scored on a bank shot
off the backside of Ottawa defenseman Jared
Cowen to finish the scoring. Nick Leddy and Cal
Clutterbuck also scored for the Islanders while
Jaroslav Halak made 28 saves for the win.
Bobby Ryan and Erik Karlsson had goals for the
Senators, who were coming off a five-game,
12-day road trip. Hammond had 29 saves.—AP 

NHL Results/Standings

Western Conference
Central Division
W L  OTL GF  GA PTS  

Chicago 32 15 4   145 117 68   
Dallas 30 13 5 159 129 65   
St. Louis 28 15 8 129 126 64   
Minnesota 23 16 8   117 109 54   
Colorado 25 21 3   135 132 53   
Nashville 21 18 8   121 128 50   
Winnipeg 21 23 3 120 135 45   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 29 14 3 121 104 61   
San Jose 24 18 3   130 122 51   
Vancouver 20 17 11 117 132 51   
Arizona 22 19 5 124 138 49   
Anaheim 20 18 7 91 106 47   
Calgary 21 21 3 122 137 45   
Edmonton 19 25 5 121 145 43   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 27 15 5   125 105 59   

Tampa Bay 26 17 4 127 112 56   

Detroit 24 15 8 115 118 56   

Boston 24 17 5 139 121 53   

Montreal 23 20 4 129 122 50   

Ottawa 22 20 6 134 152 50   

Toronto 17 20 8 111 125 42   

Buffalo 19 25 4 108 128 42   

Metropolitan Division

Washington 35 8 3 155 100 73   

NY Rangers 26 16 5 136 123 57   

NY Islanders 25 15 6   128 114 56   

New Jersey 24 19 5 111 115 53   

Pittsburgh 22 17 7 114 116 51   

Carolina 21 20 8 113 133 50   

Philadelphia 20 17 8 103 121 48   

Columbus 17 27 4 121 156 38   

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the

standings and are not included in the loss column (L).

Detroit 3, Buffalo 0; NY Rangers 4, Carolina 1; NY Islanders 5, Ottawa 2; Florida 4, Chicago 0; Colorado 2, St.
Louis 1 (SO).


