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MELBOURNE: Australia’s Nick
Kyrgios hits a return against

Czech Republic’s Tomas
Berdych during their menís
singles match on day five of

the 2016 Australian Open ten-
nis tournament. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Flashy Australian youngster
Nick Kyrgios says he let a lot of people down
and expected more from himself after his
polarising exit from the Australian Open. The
hyperactive Kyrgios crashed and burned in
Friday’s third round of his home Grand Slam to
ice-cool Czech Tomas Berdych, ending another
promising yet unfulfilled campaign. Kyrgios
argued with the chair umpire about music
coming from the stands inside Rod Laver
Arena and was easily distracted by interac-
tions with the crowd, slamming the match as a
“circus”.

Meanwhile Berdych, a two-time semi-final-

ist, was too calm and focused for the show-
boating 20-year-old, winning 6-3, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4
in the rowdy night match. Kyrgios, a magnet
for controversy in his career so far, said he was
disappointed to miss out on his big opportuni-
ty to repeat his quarter-final appearance last
year. “I’m so disappointed, like I put so much
work in, and I just feel like I let a lot of people
down,” he told reporters. “I was expecting a bit
more out of myself. I was expecting like anoth-
er real deep run. I put a lot of work in. It’s pret-
ty heartbreaking.”

Krygios has a reputation for his on-court
behavior and last year he was handed a 28-

day suspended sentence, which expires on
February 24, for making a sexual reference to
Stan Wawrinka’s girlfriend. He was hit with a
US$3,000 fine for an audible obscenity in his
first round win over Pablo Carreno Busta, and
turned up for his match against Pablo Cuevas
wearing the wrong shorts, which he had to
change mid-match. As he left the court after
his match with Berdych, Kyrgios shook the
hand of the chair umpire and was overheard
saying: “You are a terrible referee.”

‘I should have won’
As online debate raged about his antics,

Kyrgios said he had learned from his experi-
ence of playing Berdych, the world number six
and an established top-10 player. “It was
tough. I knew I would have to play some of my
best tennis to win. I knew I wasn’t the favorite,
but I definitely felt like I should have won,” he
said. “I just put a lot of pressure on myself. It’s a
good experience as well. I know what I have to
do now to get better.” Kyrgios, ranked 30th in
the world, said Berdych’s ability to play the big
points was a lesson he had to absorb.

“I thought he just steadied the ship in the
fourth set. The third set, I got an early break,
kept momentum, the crowd started getting

into it,” Kyrgios said. “That’s why he’s a top
player, he steadies the ship, he gets back to it
and takes his time, starts serving at a high lev-
el again and starts making clutch shots at cru-
cial times. 

“I guess I have to get fitter and stronger to
beat guys like that.” Kyrgios, who upset then
world number one Rafael Nadal on the way to
making the quarter-finals at his first
Wimbledon in 2014, said he was content not
to have a coach. “I haven’t really thought too
much about it. I’m not really looking. I am but
I’m not. I  think I’m pretty content at the
moment,” he said.—AFP 

Music stops for polarizing Kyrgios

MELBOURNE: The Australian Open tennis cham-
pionships were rocked late yesterday when
Andy Murray’s father-in-law Nigel Sears col-
lapsed during a match at Rod Laver Arena, over-
shadowing the world number two’s advance to
the fourth round. Sears, the coach of former
French Open champion Ana Ivanovic, collapsed
while watching the Serb’s third-round clash
against Madison Keys, prompting medical staff
to rush to the 58-year-old’s aid. Adding to the
surreal atmosphere at Melbourne Park, Briton
Murray was oblivious to the unfolding drama as
he battled Portugal’s Joao Sousa in the neigh-
boring Margaret Court Arena. 

Play was suspended for an hour at Rod Laver
Arena, as Sears received treatment before being
fitted with breathing apparatus and carried from
the stadium on a stretcher. He was taken to hos-
pital for further treatment and was being exam-
ined by a cardiologist, organizers said. A teary-
eyed Ivanovic was eventually led back to centre
court to continue her match against Keys and
although the Serb fought hard she fell 4-6 6-4 6-
4. “Obviously it was a tough match,” Ivanovic said
in a statement after declining post-match media
commitments.

“I really wanted to win and have a chance to
come back... Obviously a little bit disappointed.”
Murray, whose wife Kim Sears is due to give birth
to their first child next month, completed a 6-2
3-6 6-2 6-2 win over 32nd seed Sousa and was
led straight from the court by an official rather
than conduct the usual courtside interview. In
an unnerving coincidence, Ivanovic’s second
round match was also suspended after a specta-
tor fell down the stairs at the same show court
on Thursday. Murray also skipped the post-
match media conference and the Scot’s only
comment was confined to his match. “It was
tricky. I didn’t feel great,” he said in a statement.
“It was good to get through that one.”

Medical emergency
The medical emergency overshadowed the

action on day six which saw Spanish third seed
Garbine Muguruza dumped out of the tourna-
ment and Victoria Azarenka given a huge boost
in her bid to win a third title at Melbourne Park.
The 2014 champion Stan Wawrinka also reached
the last 16, staying on track for a blockbuster
semi-final against Murray. Muguruza, rated one
of the few women capable of threatening cham-
pion Serena Williams, slumped out at the hands
of unseeded Czech Barbora Strycova, her 6-3 6-2
loss punching a hole in the draw. With Romanian
world number two Simona Halep sent packing
in the opening round, seventh seed Angelique
Kerber remains the top woman in the draw’s
lower half.

But the path to a dream final against Williams
seems laid out for 14th seed Azarenka. A succes-
sion of injuries over the past two years and a
bout of depression have slowed the Belarusian,
who clinched back-to-back titles at Melbourne
Park in 2012-13. But her 6-1 6-1 humiliation of
Japanese qualifier Naomi Osaka was her eighth
win in succession and further evidence the
sleeping giant has awakened. “I had a lot of
changes and emotions from last year that I still
didn’t know how to handle,” the 26-year-old told
reporters. “It changed my life... Starting to be
happy and organized and disciplined off the
court, it changed my life on the court, definitely.”

Wawrinka advances
Following Roger Federer’s 300th victory in

grand slams on day five and Maria Sharapova’s
600th on tour, Wawrinka notched his 400th
career win with a triumph over Czech Lukas
Rosol 6-2 6-3 7-6(3). The Swiss fourth seed has
been battling a cold at Melbourne Park but his
game was in rude health as he smashed 18 aces
and 45 winners in the late afternoon sunshine at
Rod Laver Arena. “As long as I’m feeling good on
the court, that’s the most important thing,” a
raspy-voiced Wawrinka said. The 30-year-old
Swiss must next weather the serving storm of
Canadian dark horse Milos Raonic, who
despatched Serb Viktor Troicki 6-2 6-3 6-4 at the
Margaret Court Arena. A quarter-finalist last year,

13th seed Raonic dedicated his win to victims of
a school shooting in the remote Canadian town
of La Loche, where four people were killed and a
number injured on Friday.

“Stuff like this doesn’t happen much back
home,” he told reporters. “I’m sure not just in that
small community but throughout Canada it was
a lot of people that were sort of heartbroken over
it.” With a number of high seeds falling by the
wayside, doors opened for lesser lights to shine.
Among them, Australia-born Johanna Konta
defeated Czech Denisa Allertova 6-2 6-2 to
become the first British woman into the last 16 at
Melbourne Park in nearly 30 years. —Reuters

Medical drama rocks 
Ivanovic and Murray

Third seed Muguruza dumped out of tournament

MELBOURNE: Nigel Sears (center) coach of Serbia’s Ana Ivanovic is assisted after suffering a
medical emergency on Rod Laver Arena. — AP 

MELBOURNE: China’s Zhang Shuai serves during her women’s singles match against
Varvara Lepchenko of the US on day six of the 2016 Australian Open tennis tourna-
ment in Melbourne yesterday. —AFP

Zhang keeps China alive 
MELBOURNE: Qualifier Zhang Shuai thinks
she can become China’s second grand slam
winner after easing into the last 16 of the
Australian Open with an emphatic 6-1 6-3
victory over American Varvara Lepchenko
yesterday. With China’s first grand slam
champion Li Na having retired and her fel-
low trailblazer Zheng Jie looking set to fol-
low, expectations of success were low in
the world’s most populous nation coming
into 2016.

Zhang, who had never won a grand
slam match in 14 attempts before Tuesday,
continued to confound that pessimism
when she extended her remarkable run at
Margaret Court Arena yesterday. Picking up
where she left off in her stunning upset of
world number two Simona Halep in her
opener and the two-set victory over
France’s Alize Cornet in round two, she
dominated Lepchenko to win the first set in
less than half an hour. Another crunching

forehand winner saw Zhang break the
Uzbekistan-born world number 51 early in
the second set and before too long she was
serving for the match at 5-2.

Perhaps overawed by the position she
found herself in, the 27-year-old Chinese
was broken herself but she stormed back in
the following game to seal victory on her
second match point when an over-
whelmed Lepchenko netted. “I just wanted
to show the best of Zhang Shuai in this
match,” she told reporters. “I tried to treat
this like it was the last match of my life. I
think I did a great job.” Zhang will next face
another American in Madison Keys, a semi-
finalist last year, in her seventh match at
Melbourne Park over the last couple of
weeks for a place in the quarter-finals.
Asked whether she could conceivably win
the tournament on Sunday week, Zhang
did not demur. “Before, no,” she said. “After
today, yes.”— Reuters

MELBOURNE: An emotional Milos Raonic
dedicated his Australian Open win to the vic-
tims of a high school shooting in Canada as he
paid tribute to his adopted homeland yester-
day. Montenegro-born Raonic, 25, was close
to tears after his 6-2, 6-3, 6-4 third-round win
over Serbia’s Viktor Troicki, as he mourned the
tragedy in a remote community that left four
dead. “I want to take a moment and give
thoughts to that community, the families, the
students and the school affected and we wish
you all the best,” he told the crowd. “Today’s
victory was for that community and a quick
recovery. All of Canada, and I’m sure the
world, is behind you,” Raonic said, before
quickly departing the court.

Later, Raonic explained that the emotions
caused by the rare Canadian school shooting
had fired him to play with huge
intensity.”Maybe to me today’s match really
sort of mattered heavily, and I would do
everything I can to find a way to win,” he told
reporters. “But at the end of the day, to be in
that situation-there is five (four) people that
will never go back to school again. “That’s just
far bigger than whatever thing I could have

done on court today. It’s especially difficult,
when it’s such a small community and it’s a
tragedy that’s from within a certain group of
people, most likely.”

He added: “Canada has been phenomenal
to myself, my brother, my sister, their kids, my
parents. I’m here because I moved to Canada
and because my parents took me there (from
Montenegro) in ‘94.”The Canadian power-serv-
er, seeded 13, overwhelmed Troicki with his
only trouble coming in the final set, where he
fought back from an early break.  Raonic,
coached by former world number one Carlos
Moya, has not dropped a set going into the
last 16 but he now faces a far stiffer test in the
shape of 2014 winner Stan Wawrinka, the
reigning French Open champion.  “He’s played
solid through what I have seen of his first
three matches. I have it within myself to be
able to find the solution,” Raonic said.  

“The question is will I step up and do it?
Hopefully I’m able to put the pieces together.”
The Canadian rolled through the opening two
sets for the loss of five games but struck some
resistance early in the final set when he was
broken in the second game. —AFP

Emotional Raonic mourns 
Canada shooting victims


