
S P O RT S
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2016

Celtic 23 17 4 2 63 19 55 
Aberdeen 23 15 4 4 38 22 49 
Hearts 22 11 7 4 42 24 40 
Ross County 24 10 3 11 40 37 33 
St Johnstone 22 9 5 8 36 34 32 
Inverness CT 23 7 8 8 30 32 29

Dundee 23 7 8 8 35 39 29 
Partick 22 6 7 9 21 28 25 
Motherwell 22 7 4 11 24 36 25 
Hamilton 23 6 6 11 29 45 24
Kilmarnock 24 6 6 12 27 47 24
Dundee Utd 23 3 4 16 24 46 13

Scottish Premiership table

GLASGOW: Scottish Premiership table after yesterday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,
goals against, points):

MADRID: Lionel Messi scored a spectac-
ular winner as Barcelona moved to the
top of La Liga with a hard-fought 2-1 win
at Malaga yesterday. The European
champions were handed the perfect
start when Munir El Haddadi tapped
home the opener after just 64 seconds,
but were far from their best and Malaga
deservedly levelled through Juanpi
either minutes before the break.  Messi
had been struggling with a slight ham-
string strain in the past week, but the
five-time World Player of the Year made
the difference once more as he volleyed
home his 20th goal of the season to
move Barca a point clear of Atletico
Madrid in top spot.  

Atletico and Real Madrid - who now
trail Barca by five points - are both in
action on Sunday when they face Sevilla
and Real Betis respectively.  Barcelona
were without the injured Neymar and
suspended Gerard Pique, but did have
the luxury of welcoming back Messi and
Luis Suarez after they missed the 2-1 win
Copa del Rey win at Athletic Bilbao in
midweek. And Suarez made a telling
impact after just a minute as he wrig-
gled clear inside the area and although
his low shot was kept out by Carlos
Kameni, the ball fell invitingly for El
Haddadi to tap home his fourth goal in
three games.  Despite a great start,
though, Barca were completely out-
played by Malaga in the first-half and

were only saved by some wasteful play
by the hosts in the final third.

Charles headed just wide before
Chory Castro’s effort was turned onto
the post by Claudio Bravo. Thomas
Vermaelen was standing in for Pique,
but had to be bailed out by a brilliant
saving challenge from his central defen-
sive partner Javier Mascherano as his
slip allowed Charles to bear down on
goal before the Argentine intercepted
with a last-ditch challenge. Malaga final-
ly got on level terms as Barca again gave
the ball away needlessly inside their own
half and Charles teed up Juanpi, whose
effort deflected in off Mascherano.

However, Barca could still have been
ahead at the break as Kameni made a
fine low save to deny El Haddadi his
second and Miguel Torres produced a
brilliant block to prevent Messi rolling
home the rebound into an empty net.
Barca boss Luis Enrique replaced the
poor Vermaelen with Jeremy Mathieu at
the break and the visitors were at least
more solid if not spectacular after the
break. One moment of Messi inspiration
was enough to seal a vital three points,
though,  as he acrobatical ly  met
Adraino’s cross on the volley six min-
utes into the second period. Bravo had
to make another smart save to deny
Ignacio Camacho, but Barca held out to
register a sixth successive win in all
competitions.—AFP 

BERLIN: Hertha Berlin missed their chance to
close the gap behind Borussia Dortmund in
the Bundesliga table yesterday as their goal-
less draw at home to Augsburg saw them stay
third. Hertha failed to take their chances in an
error-strewn clash at Berlin’s Olympic Stadium
in wintry conditions against mid-table
Augsburg as forwards Vedad Ibisevic and
Ivory Coast striker Salomon Kalou squandered
six chances between them. With leaders
Bayern Munich having opened a 11-point
lead at the top of the table with a 2-1 win at
Hamburg on Friday thanks to Robert
Lewandowski’s two goals, second-placed
Dortmund are under pressure to close the
gap at resurgent Borussia
Moenchengladbach, who are fourth.

Dortmund routed Gladbach 4-0 at the start
of the season, but the visitors have climbed
from bottom of the table to fourth under new
coach Andre Schubert and have lost just once
in their last 12 league games. At the other end
of the table, veteran Portugal striker Hugo
Almeida marked his debut for relegation-
threatened Hanover 96 with a goal. But he
was unable to prevent their 2-1 defeat at
home to Darmstadt as Sandro Wagner scored
both of the visitors’ goals. The defeat left
Hanover bottom as ex-Bremen coach Thomas
Schaaf took charge of his first game since
replacing Michael Frontzeck over the winter
break while Darmstadt are 12th.

Stuttgart pulled themselves away from the
relegation places with a 3-1 win at Cologne to
move up to 14th as Jurgen Kramny picked up
his second straight win having been given the
head coach role full-time. Stuttgart finished
2015 with a shock win over Wolfsburg and
backed it up by bouncing back despite
Anthony Modeste converting an early penalty
for Cologne, who were wearing specially-
designed shirts to celebrate the carnival sea-
son in the Rhineland city. Stuttgart, who gave
a debut to Germany defender Kevin
Grosskreutz after a brief, unhappy spell in
Istanbul with Galatasaray, roared back with
goals from Daniel Didavi, Timo Werner and
Christian Gentner.

Bayer Leverkusen stay fifth after their 1-1
draw at Hoffenheim as Jiloan Hamad’s goal for
the hosts was cancelled out by Leverkusen
captain Omer Toprak’s late strike to rescue a
point for the visitors as the hosts climbed off
the bottom. Ingolstadt, who are in their first
season in Germany’s top flight, earned a 1-0
win at home to Mainz through a Moritz
Hartmann penalty to go tenth in the table.
Champions League side Wolfsburg, who have
drawn Ghent in the last 16, are at Eintracht
Frankfurt today, while Schalke are at home in
the evening against strugglers Werder
Bremen.— AFP 

Hertha miss chance to 
close Dortmund’s gap

GERMAN LEAGUE ROUNDUP

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE ROUNDUP   

BERLIN: Berlin’s Vedad Ibisevic (left) and Augsburg’s Hong Jeong-ho head for the ball during
the German Bundesliga soccer match between Hertha BSC and FC Augsburg at the Olympic
stadium yesterday. — AP 

MALAGA: Barcelona’s Turkish midfielder Arda Turan (left) vies with Malaga’s
Argentinean defender Marcos Alberto Angeleri during the Spanish league football
match Malaga CF vs FC Barcelona yesterday. — AFP 

Barcelona back on top
after Messi stunner

GLASGOW: Gary Mackay-Steven
grabbed a double as Celtic restored their
six-point advantage at the top of the
Scottish Premiership with a 3-1 defeat of
St Johnstone at Parkhead. Aberdeen’s 1-0
win over Dundee on Friday night had
temporarily reduced the gap but the
Hoops showed no signs of any pressure
as Mackay-Steven grabbed his first goal
of the season to open the scoring in the
ninth minute.  Steven MacLean scored a
surprise equalizer for St Johnstone, with-
out a goal since December 5, three min-
utes later, but Stuart Armstrong restored
Celtic’s advantage with a superb volley in
the 43rd minute.

Mackay-Steven slotted home his sec-
ond of the match in the 55th minute to
seal the win which means Celtic will hold
a six-point lead over Aberdeen ahead of
their top of the table clash on February 3.
Celtic had made two changes from the 8-
1 thrashing of Hamilton with Stefan
Johansen replacing the injured Tom
Rogic while Kieran Tierney was favoured
ahead of Emilio Izaguirre. The goals had
poured in for Celtic on Tuesday night and
the signs looked ominous for St
Johnstone when Mackay-Steven fired
Celtic in front.  Tom Scobbie took the
sting out of a Leigh Griffiths strike but
the ball fell to Mackay-Steven in the box
and he took a touch before drilling a shot
past Alan Mannus.

However, St Johnstone grabbed a sur-
prise equalizer in the 12th minute.
Rangers target Michael O’Halloran’s pace
caused the Celtic defense problems and

his cross from the by-line picked out
MacLean who tapped the ball past Craig
Gordon from a couple of yards out. Nir
Bitton, scorer of a spectacular strike on
Tuesday, then stung the palms of
Mannus with a vicious long-range shot
before the keeper had to stretch to keep
out a shot on the turn from Callum
McGregor.

However, Mannus could do nothing to
keep out Armstrong’s volley just before
the break. Mackay-Steven fed Lustig
down the left wing and his cut-back from
the left was met by Armstrong who fired
an unstoppable volley into the net from
12 yards out. Celtic made it 3-1 in the
55th minute through Mackay-Steven.
With St Johnstone appealing for a foul on
captain Brian Easton, Johansen raced for-
ward and threaded a pass to the Celtic
winger who controlled the ball before
sending an angled shot beyond Mannus.

The Hoops pushed forward in search
of a fourth with McGregor firing over
before Mannus saved efforts from
Griffiths and Armstrong. St Johnstone
came close to reducing the deficit on the
hour mark but Celtic keeper Gordon
made a point-blank save to deny Liam
Craig after O’Halloran used his pace to
get behind the Celtic defense again and
pick the St Johnstone substitute out in
the six-yard box. Elsewhere, Dundee
United showed they have the stomach
for a relegation battle as the basement
club thrashed second bottom
Kilmarnock 5-1 to reduce the gap at the
bottom to 11 points.—AFP 

Celtic restore 6-point 
advantage at the top

Mackay-Steven’s double lifts Celtic

MILAN: Juventus coach Massimiliano
Allegri has played down reports he
could become Chelsea’s next full-time
manager, following the sacking of Jose
Mourinho earlier this season.  Allegri,
who steered Juve to a league and Cup
double last season, as well as the
Champions League final, was linked to
the struggling Premier League giants
in tabloid reports yesterday. The Sun
newspaper said Chelsea have already
made contact with the Juve coach and
his representatives and that he is keen
to join.

Speaking to the media a day ahead
of his side’s Serie A clash at home to
Roma, Allegri said: “My thoughts are
on the championship, the Italian Cup
and the Champions League. I have a
contract with the club until 2017 and I
feel good here.” Asked what it felt like
to be linked to the Chelsea job cur-
rently held by caretaker coach Guus
Hiddink, he said: “Its feels normal.
When you coach a team like Juventus,
that’s the way it is. “But I’m fine here
and it’s only normal that my focus is on
what I have to do here.”

Allegri, however, is known to be
curious about a move to the Premier
League and he has been learning
English in recent years.  Despite being
considered an unpopular choice when
he was appointed successor to
Antonio Conte ahead of last season,
the 48-year-old soon won over his
detractors. In his first season in charge
Allegri took a different approach to
Conte, whose main focus during a suc-
cessful three-year tenure was on
record-setting championship wins and
making progress in the Champions
League.  Under Allegri,  Juve have
spread their efforts over the league
and Cup, as well as in Europe, leading
to the club’s first league and Cup dou-
ble in 20 years last season.

While Conte failed to get Juve past
the quarter-final stages in Europe,
Allegri ended the club’s 12-year wait to
appear in the Champions League final
when they ousted Real Madrid in the
semi-finals.  Juve were outclassed 3-1
by Barcelona in the title encounter, but
the fans were won over. Juve had a dis-
astrous start to their title defense this
season but have since secured 10 con-
secutive wins to sit just two points
behind leaders Napoli ahead of the
weekend matches.— AFP 

Juventus coach plays down Chelsea links

Juventus’ coach Massimiliano Allegri

Embattled Roma can 
stun Juve, says Salah

MILAN: Egyptian winger Mohamed Salah believes
Roma can relaunch their wilting title campaign and
upset the formbook by beating Juventus today. Salah
has fond memories of playing against the Italian
champions having hit a brace for Fiorentina in a Cup
semi-final win last year before moving to the capital.
And despite Roma looking for their first win in four
league games the 23-year-old, who has hit five
league goals in 13 appearances for the Giallorossi so
far, believes Roma will come out on top.”I think we’ll
win 2-1,” Salah told La Stampa newspaper. 

“Juventus are a really strong side, but so are we.
It’s our duty to aim for the best result.” Beating
Juventus in their current form looks a tall order, even
without Roma’s troubles. Juventus have consigned
their poor start to the campaign to distant memory
with a run of 10 consecutive league wins that has
moved the champions up to second place, just two
points behind leaders Napoli.

Roma are battling to adapt to the tactical
changes introduced by Luciano Spalletti, who has
returned for a second spell at the club after replac-
ing sacked Frenchman Rudi Garcia 10 days ago. They
have drawn their last three games, including a week
ago when still  winless basement side Verona
grabbed a point at the Stadio Olimpico, and slipped
to fifth at nine points behind Napoli. Midfielder
Radja Nainggolan is among the players to have
switched position, Spalletti moving the Belgian
international to a more advanced role as he imposes

his own style of play on the team. 

Focus on defense
Whether Roma can settle in time for Sunday

remains to be seen.  Nainggolan admitted Spalletti’s
changes have been a challenge and hinted Roma
might be heading to Turin looking to limit the dam-
age rather than aiming to win. “We have a new play-
ing style and I hope it will lead to some changes-we
want to have our say in this league,” Nainggolan told
www.asroma.it “Spalletti is very clear about the kind
of game he wants to see and we’re working hard to
do that as best as we can.” He added: “It’s not easy to
catch onto his ideas straight away, but we are trying
to do it as best as we can. Right now, we’re focusing
a lot on our defensive game and counting on indi-
vidual moves up front for our goals.”

Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri, reported to have
caught the eye of Chelsea, refused to dismiss Roma’s
title hopes but believes he has a stronger squad,
meaning more options to come off the bench and
turn a game if needed.  One such example is on-loan
Chelsea forward Juan Cuadrado.  “Roma are one of
five candidates for the league title, they’re still in
contention and tomorrow they’ll have their best
team out on the pitch,” Allegri said yesterday. “I have
players who can change the outcome of the match
in the last half hour, including Cuadrado; he has
come on a lot and has qualities that can be helpful
to me, but I have to make choices.”—AFP 


