
H E A LT H  &  S C I E N C E

DENVER: Colorado Republicans could be
forgiven for thinking that several years of
fiery political contests over abortion and
reproductive rights, which helped
Democrats win several elections in this
socially liberal swing state, were behind
them.

Then, last year a pregnant woman
close to giving birth was gruesomely

attacked with a knife, and a few months
later an anti-abortion zealot opened fire
at a Planned Parenthood clinic in
Colorado Springs, killing three. Think
those cases won’t affect the 2016 races?
Think again.

Abortion and reproductive rights are
never far from the nerve in this battle-
ground state, where party affiliation is

roughly even between Democrats and
Republicans and statewide contests often
come down to the votes of suburban
women who belong to neither party. That
key demographic generally favors moder-
ate candidates who back conservative
spending but also abortion rights.

Dog-whistle issue 
With a US Senate seat and control of

the US House delegation on the line in
Colorado, plus the prospect of Hillary
Clinton becoming the first major party
female presidential nominee, gender poli-
tics could easily make the difference.

“It is a bit of a dog-whistle issue for a
narrow minority, but it is one that does
have political power,” said Gregoriah
Hartman of NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado.
“We’re expecting to see more and not less
in 2016.” Battle lines have already been
drawn in Colorado’s hottest contests.

In the US Senate race, Tim Neville, a
Republican state senator from Littleton,
kicked off his campaign against
Democratic incumbent Sen. Michael
Bennet by talking about abortion politics.
“When an organization like Planned
Parenthood ignores the law, kills the
unborn, sells their body parts for profit,
and we have both parties that can’t even
come together to end this tragedy, we
have an issue with leadership,” Neville told
supporters, referencing videos taken by
anti-abortion activists they said showed
Planned Parenthood personnel negotiat-
ing the sale of fetal organs.

Bennet likely won’t mind if the debate
stays on Planned Parenthood. The state’s
senior senator won his last contest in large
part because of reproductive rights.
Bennet faced a conservative Tea Party
favorite in 2010, one who appeared to be
winning in polls until Democrats pounded
him for supporting ballot measures to ban
abortion by defining fertilized embryos as
people, a concept described as “person-
hood.”

Bennet’s victory ensured that
Democrats for the next five years would try
tying Republicans to the “personhood”
movement. The focus on reproductive
rights grew so intense that during the
2014 Senate campaign, reporters and
Republicans derisively dubbed former Sen.
Mark Udall “Mark Uterus.” Udall was defeat-
ed for a second term by Republican Cory
Gardner, who once supported a “person-
hood” measure but convincingly told the
public he’d changed his mind.

The Udall defeat was seen by many as
the last time Colorado Democrats would
focus so heavily on reproductive rights. But
events have dictated otherwise. In addi-
tion to the Planned Parenthood shootings,
motivated apparently by the confessed
gunman’s opposition to abortion,
Colorado is preparing to try a woman
accused of cutting an unborn baby out of
a nearly eight-months-pregnant
Longmont woman last year. The baby did
not survive. The accused attacker goes on
trial this spring in a case Republicans are
saying highlights the state’s inadequate

penalties for killing unborn babies.
Women’s reproductive rights are play-

ing out in a pitched congressional contest,
too. Democrats are trying to oust a subur-
ban Republican, Rep. Mike Coffman, who
joined Republican colleagues last year and
voted to defund Planned Parenthood. The
contest will likely determine which party
controls Colorado’s US House delegation,
where the GOP currently has a 4-3 edge.

Reproductive rights 
Democratic contender Morgan Carroll,

who is challenging Coffman, called his
Planned Parenthood vote “appalling.” She
has received the backing of Emily’s List, a
national political group focused on elect-
ing Democratic women who support abor-
tion rights. Glamour Magazine recently
described the Coffman-Carroll race one
that “women everywhere should also have
their eye on.”

Inspired by the attack on the pregnant
woman and the Planned Parenthood
shootings, the Colorado Legislature this
year is going to offer plenty of opportuni-
ties for candidates to score political points
on women’s reproductive rights.
Lawmakers will debate an outright ban on
abortion, along with a GOP plan to make
killing a fetus eligible for a homicide
charge. Democrats, meanwhile, will be
defending a plan by the Democratic
administration to use tax money to
increase teenage access to long-acting
reversible contraception such as intrauter-
ine devices. —AP
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COLORADO: In this Friday, March 23, 2012 file photo, supporters from both
sides of the abortion issue share the sidewalk next to the Planned
Parenthhood clinic in West Glenwood. —AP

BOSTON: Winter is bearing down anew, and
Harvard University students have been engineer-
ing new ways to deal with it. Eighteen juniors rep-
resenting several engineering disciplines in
Professor David Mooney’s problem-solving and
design class spent the fall semester inventing a
robotic remote-control rooftop snowblower, a
superheated icicle cutter and a freeze-resistant
doormat.

The projects grew out of meetings with the
university’s Facilities Maintenance Operations

department, which is responsible for clearing
snow from the 5,000-acre campus and was partic-
ularly challenged last winter when the Boston
area got more than 9 feet of snow. Harvard shut
down several times, the first time campus closed
since the infamous Blizzard of ‘78.

“Don’t get me wrong, FMO did an impressive
job last winter,” electrical engineering major
Peyton Fine said. “But we wanted to somehow
improve their operations. We wanted to make it
easier to get around campus safely and keep

workers safe.” A major problem is clearing snow
off Harvard’s many old and flat-roofed buildings.
The main Cambridge/Boston campus has about
500 buildings.

The students retrofitted a commercial snow-
blower that can be controlled using a modified
video game control pad and can be operated
remotely, even from inside a nice, warm office. It
eliminates the need for workers to spend time on
slippery rooftops where they risk falling.

Clearing icicles 
Another potential hazard for workers is clear-

ing icicles off eaves. The students’ research found
that about 150 people a year are killed in the US
trying to clear snow and icicles off rooftops. For
that problem, the students came up with a
device resembling a roof rake, with a long handle
topped with a Y-shaped head that holds a super-
heated wire that can quickly slice through the
thickest of icicles while the operator stands on
firm ground.

The students also developed a durable freeze-
resistant hydrogel mat to keep doorways and
steps ice free. The class was one of the most prac-
tical junior bioengineering major Cassie Lowell
has taken. “It’s a unique class in the sense is that
we’re given a lot of freedom,” she said. “It was a
really hands-on, real-world experience.”

The students and Mooney stress that all their
inventions are prototypes and won’t be deployed
on campus this winter. But some of the students
plan to keep working on them, with the goal of
one day making them commercially available.
Fine said he’d love to walk into a hardware store
in the future and see the items for sale. “Just like
someone has a leaf blower in their garage, we’d
love to see someone have an icicle cutter in the
garage one day,” he said. —AP

Brains vs blizzards: Harvard 
students take on snowfall 
Superheated icicle cutter, freeze-resistant doormat

CAMBRIDGE: In this December 2015 photo provided by Harvard University, jun-
ior Cesar Maeda explains a robotic snow blower to a group of officials at
Harvard. —AP

VIRGINIA: Cars make their way down Electric Road in southwest Roanoke
County past Tanglewood Mall.

AHMEDABAD: A geologist said yesterday
his team has discovered what it believes
are dinosaur fossils in the western Indian
state of Gujarat that could be millions of
years old. The team, of 10 mainly German
and Indian archaeologists and researchers,
dug up the fossils during excavations in
Gujarat’s marshy coastal district of Kutch,
Gaurav Chauhan said.

“We have found three portions of hip
bones of (a) dinosaur,” Chauhan, a geologist
from Gujarat’s Kutch University and a mem-
ber of the excavation team said. “We have
been working on this site since (the) last 10
days or so,” he said.

Chauhan said carbon-dating tests would
need to be carried out to try to determine

the age of the bones, while more examina-
tions were needed to identify the type.
Gujarat, sometimes dubbed India’s Jurassic
Park, is home to one of the world’s largest
collections of dinosaur remains. In 2003, a
National Geographic team discovered a
new dinosaur species in Gujarat after
examining fossils found scattered along the
Narmada River.

The dinosaur was named “Rajasaurus
Narmadensis” or the regal reptile from
Narmada, which was a 30-foot-long, carniv-
orous and stocky animal, with an unusual
head crest. And a large dinosaur egg hatch-
ery has been discovered in the town of
Balasinor, some 90 kilometers south of the
state’s main city of Ahmedabad. —AFP
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