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KUWAIT: While calling on his country-
men who are illegally staying in Kuwait
to turn themselves over to the authori-
ties,  the Sri  Lankan ambassador to
Kuwait noted that the current partial
amnesty is not attractive enough to con-

vince expatriates to take advantage of it.
“When we communicate with our peo-
ple,  especially those who call  with
regards to the amnesty, they don’t seem
to be convinced,” said Kandeepan Bala. 

“A regular amnesty means that you
are allowed to leave the country without
paying fines and that you are free to
return. In the current amnesty, you have
to pay. Even without the amnesty, the
government of Kuwait dispenses good-
will,  and we thank them for this.
However, I think this amnesty is similar
to the voluntary repatriation program
which has already been in place for
years,” Bala explained. 

“But we reiterate to our people to
take advantage of opportunities given
by the host country because at the end
of the day, if you are illegal and if the
authorities catch you, they will deport
you without hesitation. So in order to
avoid major procedures, you better
come to our embassy and get the neces-
sary papers so we can help you out,” he
noted.  

Bala disclosed that unlike in the past,
orders or decisions by the Ministry of
Interior are usually communicated to
them through a circular, but for the lat-
est “amnesty”, there have been no official
communications yet. “We got the infor-
mation from the media, and until now
no memorandum from the Ministry of
Interior has been sent. So like other
embassies, we went directly to them to
get the details of the reports.  The
amnesty this time is a partial one, so
there’s not much attention from over-
staying expats,” he added. 

Partial amnesty
On Jan 10, the Ministry of Interior

announced a partial amnesty for all ille-
gal residents in Kuwait. Residency viola-
tors are allowed to pay fines and either
legalize their status or leave the country
without being blacklisted. This will mean
they can return on a new visa in the
future, but unlike in previous years, resi-
dency violators will not be forgiven fines
and must still clear all dues.

The ministr y ’s Director of Public
Relations and Security Media Brig Adel
Al-Hashash told the press that all resi-
dency affairs departments across the
country are ready to receive violators
in order to rectify their legal status, pay
fines and leave the country. However,
those who are caught by security per-

sonnel will be deported and banned
from returning even after fully paying
fines. Under normal circumstances, the
fine for overstaying is KD 2 per day and

is capped at a maximum of KD 600. 
Other embassies, like those of the

Philippines and India, released guide-
lines for their nationals last week.

KUWAIT: This handout photo provided by the Interior Ministry shows people inside
a ministry bust shortly after they were arrested during a security campaign in
Hawally and Rega’ie last week.
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Focus on law
enforcement

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s backing of
stricter laws by its party to expel convicted
refugees involved in sexual attacks in Cologne

and her stressing that “if crimes were committed and
laws were broken, this must have consequences with
regard to residency permits and political asylum appli-
cations, changing laws in a way that benefits both citi-
zens and the majority of refugees and makes those
who sexually assaulted women feel a tougher grip of

the law”, is very important because many troublemak-
ers and outlaws have infiltrated into Germany with the
refugees bringing their chaotic and bad manners
along with them. 

On the other hand, latest German statistics about
crimes were mostly related to physical assaults and
robberies and stressed that people coming to
Germany for political asylum had never been involved
in sexual crimes. The reports also showed a growing
opposition by radical parties to accepting refugees
from the Middle East. 

Merkel’s focus is on law enforcement, not retreating,
calling for debate and civilized coexistence, focusing
on finding the right solutions and avoiding reactions,
because Europe is already roaring with anti-refugee
protests. “This calls for stricter measures against
refugees involved in sexual assaults,” she underlined,
pointing out that the number of refugees was the
largest since World War II, which caused a lot of
destruction and devastation, forcing and displacing
similar numbers to neighboring countries.   

Frankly Speaking

Merkel’s focus is on law
enforcement, not retreat-

ing, calling for debate
and civilized coexistence

• Renew your passports and apply
for travel documents if necessary.

• If your visas are expired and you
are overstaying, or have absconding
cases, pay the fine at the immigration
offices where you live. (Overstaying
for six months or more: KD 600; over-
staying less than 6 months: KD 2 a
day). 

• Tell the immigration office that
you are availing of the amnesty.

• Afterwards, you can stay in
Kuwait with a new sponsor (legally),
or you may go back to the
Philippines and return later to Kuwait
to work. 

• There will be no ban on return-
ing, but if the fine is not paid, there
will be a ban on returning.

• The basic principle is: Pay the
usual fine, stay in Kuwait or go home
and return (pay, stay, or go and
return).

• The fines are currently required
by Kuwait law.

• The embassy is trying to negoti-
ate the waiver of fines, but for the
meantime, these will still be imposed
by the Kuwaiti government.

For further inquiries, please visit
the consular section of the embassy,
or the embassy’s legal desk or call the
following hotlines:

Phil Embassy Faiha :  Mobile
69902188/ 65184433/69331845

Phil Embassy Hateen: Mobile
number 65002612

NOTE: In addition to our previous
posts, please be informed that those
with absconding cases may visit the
embassy ’s legal desk for advice
before paying the fine at the immi-
gration office of your residence.

The Ministry of Interior, Kuwait has
announced special dispensation (partial
amnesty) for all  i l legal residents in
Kuwait. As per the announcement, resi-
dency violators will be allowed to pay
their fines and either legalize their status
or leave the country without being
blacklisted. But this would apply to
those who voluntarily participate in the
scheme and that the residency affairs
departments across the country are
ready to receive violators in order to rec-
tify their legal status and payment of
fines for leaving the country.

There are approximately 28,000
Indians illegally staying in Kuwait due to
residency/visa violations. All Indian ille-
gal residents are urged to avail the
above dispensation to either legalize
their status or leave the country after
payment of fines without being black-
listed. They should contact the con-
cerned residency affairs department of
Kuwait with available documents to rec-
tify their status or for payment of fines
for leaving the country to avail the

above opportunity.  
The embassy is ready to provide all

necessary assistance to all those seeking
the above special dispensation by issu-
ing emergency certificates (travel docu-
ments) expeditiously if required by the
local authorities who are processing
their documents under above scheme.
The requirement for issue of emergency
certificate is as under: 
(a) Prescribed format for issue of EC
(copy enclosed)
(b) Three recent passport-sized photo-
graph;
(c) A copy of the passport (relevant
pages)
(c) Payment of KD 5 consular fee for EC

For any query/clarification on the
matter, please contact A K Srivastava,
Second Secretary (PIC/CW ) tel no.
22531716 and mobile no. 97229914 or B
K Sinha, Assistant (CW) on mobile no.
97164067 or Mohammad Ashfaq
Durrani, local staff member on mobile
66680031.’ 

Philippines
Embassy’s

guidelines 

Indian Embassy’s guidelines


