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Several secular and leftist activists who spearheaded
the anti-Mubarak uprising have also been jailed. Morsi’s
blacklisted Muslim Brotherhood movement was the only
group to have called for protests yesterday, and a few of
its supporters tried to demonstrate in Cairo’s Al-Haram
district near the pyramids, but quickly dispersed fearing
police retaliation. “The January revolution still exists in all
squares of Egypt and will fade only after achieving all of
its goals and defeating the military coup (against Morsi),”
a Brotherhood statement said yesterday.

In a speech last month, Sisi warned against any
demonstration marking the anniversary. “I am hearing
calls to stage a new revolution. Why? ... I came to power
with your will and choice, not against your will,” he said.
Sisi, who does not belong to any political party, won a
presidential election in 2014 riding a wave of popularity
after ousting Morsi. A new parliament was inaugurated
earlier this month but it is dominated by pro-Sisi law-

makers and is unlikely to pose any challenge to his rule.
“It’s now clear that the counter-revolution has tri-
umphed,” said Karim Bitar of the Paris-based Institute of
International and Strategic Studies. “The revolution has
been confiscated and buried.” Many Egyptians tired of
years of political unrest and instability support Sisi, say-
ing there are no alternatives and that some level of sta-
bility has been achieved by his regime. “The demands of
protesters that led to the January 25 revolution still exist.
The only reason Egyptians have sacrificed them since
then is a hope that the country will achieve stability,”
said Hazem Hosni, professor of political science at Cairo
university.

Sisi still faces serious challenges, including reviving a
sluggish economy as investments and tourist revenues
fall, and a deadly insurgency led by the Egyptian affiliate
of the Islamic State jihadist group. Hundreds of police
and soldiers have been killed in militant attacks since
Morsi’s ouster and security forces have so far been
unable to quell the insurgency.— Agencies 
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Seven are shown outdoors behind victims who are
later decapitated or shot, while another is seen carrying
out target practice. Purported ringleader Abdelhamid
Abaaoud, who was in Europe for several months before
the attacks, is the only one speaking inside a room. The
fighters’ battlefield names are given, and the video con-
firms for the first time that IS trained the attackers and
sent them to carry out the assault, rather than merely
inspiring supporters from afar.

“The clear preparation that went into it... specifically
highlights how this was a plot that was directed by core
IS,” said Raffaello Pantucci of the Royal United Services
Institute (RUSI) in London. “The dilemma has always
been: was IS actually employing assets against the West
or was it just creating noise to throw sand in our faces?
Now it’s quite clear they are attacking.”

The video features images of French President
Francois Hollande and British Prime Minister David
Cameron with targets superimposed on them. Referring
to the 70-nation coalition fighting IS, Abaaoud warns
that “the more you wage war against the Islamic State,
the more it will expand... for we are terrorists.” But
Hollande, who is on a visit to India, dismissed the
threats. “Nothing will deter us, no threat will make
France waver in the fight against terrorism,” he told
reporters. And Cameron’s office said the video showed
“an appalling terrorist group that’s clearly in decline and
in retreat.”

With French and Arabic songs playing in the back-
ground, the video calls for the murder of Westerners,
and names two of the Paris streets where several of the
attacks took place. It also praises Amedy Coulibaly, who
killed four hostages at a Jewish supermarket in Jan
2015, two days after the Kouachi brothers staged a
deadly attack on the Charlie Hebdo magazine, killing
12. The video, produced by IS’ Al-Hayat Media Centre,
shows television news footage of the night of the
attacks, and the chaos in Paris, with red targets superim-
posed over special forces in the streets of the French
capital. It was not clear why the video was released
more than two months after the devastating attack, but
Pantucci suggested it was merely a tactic to “reclaim the
news agenda again”.

In a report released yesterday, the European police
agency Europol warned IS was planning more attacks
on soft targets in the EU. IS has developed an “external
action command” which was trained for “special forces-
style attacks” internationally, the report said. Europol
chief Rob Wainwright told a news conference that “the
so-called Islamic State had developed a new combat
style capability to carry out a campaign of large-scale
terrorist attacks on a global stage - with a particular
focus in Europe”. “So-called Islamic State has a willing-
ness and a capability to carry out further attacks in
Europe, and of course all national authorities are work-
ing to prevent that from happening,” he added.

Wainwright was unveiling the findings of a new
Europol report on changes in how the jihadist group
operates, coinciding with the launch of the agency’s
new counterterrorism center in The Hague. “IS is prepar-
ing more terrorist attacks, including more ‘Mumbai-
style’ attacks, to be executed in member states of the
EU, and in France in particular,” the Europol report said.
“The attacks will be primarily directed at soft targets,
because of the impact it generates. Both the November
Paris attacks and the October 2015 bombing of a
Russian airliner suggest a shift in IS strategy towards
going global.”

IS had developed an “external action command”
which was trained for “special forces-style attacks” inter-
nationally, the report said. But the report played down
fears that jihadists were smuggling themselves into
Europe as part of the huge wave of refugees and
migrants that the continent is dealing with, many of
whom are fleeing the war in Syria. “There is no concrete
evidence that terrorist travellers systematically use the
flow of refugees to enter Europe unnoticed,” it said.

It warned however that many new arrivals were vul-
nerable to radicalization or recruitment, with evidence
that extremist recruiters were specifically targeting
refugee centers. One of the main tasks of the new
Europol counter-terrorism center was to collect details
on the estimated 5,000 Europeans who have gone to
fight with IS in Syria and Iraq, Wainwright said. “We
already have details on 3,700 fighters actively engaged
in the conflict zone but that’s not the full picture and it’s
something we will be addressing through priority work
of the new center,” it said. — Agencies 
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He also revealed that “important contracts” were in
the works with French car makers Peugeot and Renault,
adding to a burgeoning list of deals being struck as
European companies scramble to get back into a $400-
billion (370-billion-euro) economy with the fourth
biggest reserves of oil in the world and a consumer mar-
ket of 80 million people. National carrier Iran Air said on
Sunday it would be buying 114 Airbus planes to mod-
ernize an ageing fleet that has struggled to stay in the air
as a result of the impact of sanctions.

The deal, to be signed in Paris this week, underlines
the huge economic stakes involved in Iran’s re-opening,
particularly for Europe’s manufacturing and engineering
sectors. Iran’s Transport Minister Abbas Akhoundi said
the first Airbuses were earmarked for delivery by March
and that Iran was in the market for a total of up to 500
planes. Peugeot is tipped to forge a car assembly joint
venture with Iran Khodro, reviving a partnership which
generated Iranian sales of 473,000 units in its last year
before the French company pulled out in 2012.

Iranian media reported the deal will involve invest-
ment of Ä500 million. Iran’s Central Bank governor said
last week the country was counting on the nuclear deal
unblocking some $50 billion worth of foreign invest-
ment. Italian companies have been amongst the quick-
est off the blocks with a major business delegation hav-
ing visited Tehran in November and some 500 entrepre-
neurs invited to a forum Rouhani will attend on Tuesday.

Italy was formerly Iran’s biggest European trading
partner but trade has dwindled to a fifth of its former
volume as a result of the sanctions. Italian media are pre-
dicting deals this week worth Ä17 billion, topped by a
five-billion-euro contract for pipeline company Saipem.
National carrier Alitalia said yesterday it was upgrading
its Rome-Tehran service from four a week to daily flights
in anticipation of increased business and tourist travel.

Amid the scramble for slices of the Iranian pie, rights
groups fear Tehran’s repression of political dissent and
extensive use of the death penalty will be forgotten.
Pope Francis is expected to reiterate the Vatican’s con-
cerns on both issues, as well as asking Rouhani to help
protect Christians in the Middle East. — AFP 
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budget, to push economic diversification and to con-
sider a share listing of Aramco.

Falih later told reporters that his country is not to
blame for low prices. Unlike others who store crude on
ships while they look for buyers, “Saudi Aramco and
therefore Saudi Arabia does not ship a single barrel with-
out a customer... Our supply is tightly, tightly linked to
end-user demand,” he said. Falih said there are two pos-
sible options for a stock market listing of Saudi Aramco,
which sits on crude reserves of 261.1 billion barrels. “One
is to bundle together a significant downstream portfolio”
such as its chemicals and marketing operations.

Another, being considered for the first time in Saudi
Arabia, is to possibly list a percentage of “everything we
do”, Falih told the forum. He called Saudi Aramco the
kingdom’s “crown jewel” which would not be publicly
listed as a cash-generating exercise. Rather, “it’s a sign of
the times” as the kingdom opens for business, he said.

Over 2,400 people, including local and foreign offi-
cials, business, consultants and academics, registered
for the event, staged by the government’s investment
promotion agency. Commerce and industry minister
Tawfiq Al-Rabiah said Saudi Arabia had been a victim of
the “Dutch disease” - a condition in which the oil sector
had crowded out other parts of the economy - but was
now working to correct that. Under the reforms, parts
of the national healthcare system would be converted
into independent commercial companies, officials said.

Participants in the conference, including the chief
executives of US aerospace firm Lockheed Martin and
Pepsico, discussed subjects ranging from how to foster
entrepreneurs to ways of developing dynamic cities
and increasing the role of Saudi women in the business
world. The heavy presence of foreign business repre-
sentatives suggested many saw opportunities in the
Saudi strategy. Although Riyadh is burning through its
foreign assets to cover the budget gap, it still had $628
billion in November, enough to finance years of new

projects.
Some participants expressed doubt about the scale

of the planned change in a country where about two-
thirds of local workers are in the public sector, prefer-
ring it to more rigorous private employment. There is
little tradition of entrepreneurship in the world’s
biggest oil exporter, and financial and legal systems
have not been set up to encourage it.

“The transition away from being a rentier state is not
a comfortable one,” said David Chaudron, managing
partner of the California-based Organized Change
Consultancy, which works with Saudi companies.
“They’re trying. But the fundamental question is: will
their trying bear enough fruit before the downside of
the current system hits? Or is it a day late and a dollar
short? Will the forces of change ultimately be enough
to overcome the inertia of the current system? I don’t
know.”

The US ambassador to Saudi Arabia,  Joseph
Westphal, pointed to risks in administering the plans.
“Saudi Arabia has to have a government system that is
adaptable,” he said, adding that top officials would
need to delegate decisions and authorities would have
to be willing to take risks in the recognition that there
would be some failures.

Nevertheless, many participants at the conference
recognized that strong political momentum had now
built up behind the reform plans, many of which had
previously been discussed for years without result. The
momentum has increased since King Salman took the
throne in January last year and created a powerful
Council of Economic and Development Affairs chaired
by his son, Prince Mohammed bin Salman. The govern-
ment is believed to have hired hundreds of Western
consultants to work on the plans. Falih said that in
addition to using its spending to start industries such
as shipbuilding, Saudi Aramco would use its extensive
educational and vocational training programs to help
create the human capital needed for the transforma-
tion. “Saudi Aramco will be a bridge for a transition
away from itself,” he said. — Agencies 
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A Lebanese man takes pictures of his wife and daughter as they stand in front of icicles hanging on stones in
Mdeirej village on Mount Lebanon yesterday. A snowstorm is currently hitting Lebanon isolating dozens of
villages and cutting the highway linking Beirut with the Syrian capital of Damascus. Schools and daycares
were also closed because of the storm, one of the strongest to his Lebanon this winter. — AP 


