
MILAN: Roberto Mancini has warned misfiring Inter Milan they need to awake from
their goals slumber as the Serie A giants’ title challenge took a knock at the week-
end. “We’re creating the chances, but we need to be more intelligent in the way we
deal with them and finish them off, otherwise it becomes a problem,” Mancini said
after Inter dropped points for the third consecutive game in a 1-1 draw with 10-man
Carpi. “I’m 50 years old, and even I would have scored from some of the chances we
had.” As fellow Argentinians Gonzalo Higuain and Paulo
Dybala continue their impressive goals quest, Inter’s main
striker Mauro Icardi has yet to get up to speed. The
Argentinian shared the league’s top scorer’s award with
Luca Toni last year after both finished on 22 goals. In 21
games this term, Higuain is on record pace for Napoli
with 21 goals and Dybala claimed his 12th of the cam-
paign for Juventus in a 1-0 defeat of Roma. Icardi has scored
eight in 18 appearances.

Although Icardi was not the only culprit for Inter-Ivan
Perisic, who had six shots on goal Sunday, and Adem Ljajic
spurned good opportunities-the misses are proving costly. Inter
were heading for their first win in three games thanks to
Rodrigo Palacio’s lucky 39th minute tap-in until surrendering
to a Carpi counter-attack in the dying minutes. —AFP
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MOSCOW: The Russian Olympic Committee has banned four track and field athletes for
doping, including a silver medalist from the 2012 European championships. Irina
Maracheva, who won silver in the 800 meters at the European competition in Helsinki,
received a two-year ban. Several other Russian 800-meter runners have either been giv-
en doping bans in recent years or are under investigation, including Olympic champion
Mariya Savinova.

Maracheva originally finished third in the 800 final in 2012 but was upgraded to silver
when Russian teammate Yelena Arzhakova was disqualified from the gold-medal posi-
tion for doping. Race walker Anna Lukyanova, a former silver medalist at the world junior
championships, was banned for two years and joins a list of more than 30 doping cases
in recent years linked to the Russian national walking center in the city of Saransk. There
were also four-year bans for runners Maria Nikolaeva, an 800-meter specialist, and Elena
Nikulina, who races in the 400. The sanctions were the first handed down by the ROC,
which has gained some authority over the Russian track and field federation since it was
banned from global competition in November over allegations of systematic doping. In
a statement late Sunday, the ROC did not specify which violations the four athletes had
committed, when the bans were dated from, or which results would be canceled out as
a result. ROC spokesman Konstantin Vybornov told The Associated Press on Monday that
“practically all” of the cases involved the biological passport system, which analyses ath-
letes’ blood for evidence of doping. —AP
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MELBOURNE: New Australian tennis star Daria Gavrilova has shown refreshing
humility by admitting she acted like “a little girl” and needed to learn from it
after a mid-match meltdown at the Australian Open.  The Moscow-born
Gavrilova, who only received her Australian passport in recent weeks, has been
a breakout star at Melbourne Park, winning legions of new fans with her formi-

dable game and sunny disposition.
But she had a centre-court tantrum against experienced

Spaniard Carla Suarez in the fourth round on Sunday night.
After winning the opening set 6-0, she lost focus to crash
6-3, 6-2 in the next two sets and lose. In shades of madcap
compatriot Nick Kyrgios, the 21-year-old chastised herself,
repeatedly threw her racquet and kicked a ball in disgust in

front of the sell-out crowd and global television audience.
“It wasn’t great and I’m very disappointed with
myself. I was being a little girl. Just, yeah, I’m very dis-
appointed with myself,” she said. “I got emotionally
fried in the second set. I was getting angry with

myself, just showing way too much emotion.
“I’ve never played that deep in a Grand Slam,

so maybe that’s why. —AFP
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CHICAGO: Corey Crawford stopped 25 shots for
his league-leading seventh shutout, rookie
Artemi Panarin and Andrew Shaw scored and the
Chicago Blackhawks beat the St Louis Blues 2-0
on Sunday night to end a two-game losing
streak. Crawford wasn’t consistently tested while
earning his 19th career shutout. The defending
Stanley Cup champion Blackhawks rebounded
from listless road losses at Tampa Bay and Florida
that followed a franchise-record 12-game win-
ning streak. St Louis’s Brian Elliott made 23 saves
in his eighth straight start since taking over for
Jake Allen, who suffered a lower-body injury on
Jan. 8. Elliott is 5-2-2 since entering in the second
period of that game against the Ducks.

KINGS 3, SHARKS 2, OT
Vincent Lecavalier tied it with 12.2 seconds

remaining in regulation, Marian Gaborik scored
in overtime and Los Angeles rallied past San
Jose. Drew Doughty also scored while the Kings
earned their league-best sixth win when trailing
after two periods and extended their lead in the
Pacific Division to nine points over the second-
place Sharks. Jhonas Enroth made 30 saves to
earn his first win since Nov. 12.

Logan Couture and Joe Pavelski scored for
the Sharks, who extended their point streak to
nine games despite the loss. It’s the longest
streak for San Jose since getting a point in the
first nine games in the 2013-14 season. Martin
Jones made 29 saves.

SENATORS 3, RANGERS 0
Craig Anderson stopped 35 shots for his third

shutout this season and Ottawa snapped a two-
game skid with a win over New York. Bobby
Ryan, Mike Hoffman and Jean-Gabriel Pageau
each scored for Ottawa and Anderson earned his
32nd career shutout. Henrik Lundqvist made 31

saves for the Rangers. The 18,940 on hand at
Canadian Tire Centre were treated to a goaltend-
ing duel for much of the afternoon. Both
Anderson and Lundqvist made a number of big
saves to keep the game scoreless. Leading 1-0
early in the third, the Senators got a little breath-
ing room as Hoffman scored his team-leading
22nd to make it 2-0. Hoffman used Ryan as a
decoy on a 2-on-1 and beat Lundqvist glove side.

HURRICANES 5,FLAMES 2
Kris Versteeg scored twice to lead Carolina

over Calgary. Victor Rask, Elias Lindholm and
Joakim Nordstrom also scored for Carolina.
The Hurricanes led 3-0 early in the second
period and chased Calgary goalie Karri Ramo.
Eddie  Lack made 33 saves  for  Carol ina .
Calgary got goals from Jiri Hudler and Joe
Colborne. It fell to 0-15 when trailing after
one period. Versteeg scored his first on a pass
from Eric Staal to put Carolina ahead 3-0 at
3:50 of the second. He scored again on a pow-
er play with 8:47 left in the third for a 4-2
advantage. — AP 

PARIS: I t  may be nine years since an
English side lifted Europe’s top club prize
but the Premiership has never had a better
chance than this year. Of the five European
Champions Cup groups, four were won by
English teams while Northampton only
missed out to Racing 92 in Pool 3 on bonus
points. Five of the eight quarter-finalists are
English and three of them will be playing at
home in the last eight.

What’s more, Wasps topped a Pool 5
including reigning three-in-a-row champi-
ons Toulon, Exeter won a Pool 2 that con-
tained last year’s beaten finalists Clermont
and Saracens took a perfect six wins from
six matches in the Pool 1 of record four-
time former winners Toulouse. Add to that
Leicester topped a group with French
champions Stade Francais and the future
looks rosy for the English.

It’s been a remarkable turnaround in a
competition that had become the private
possession of first the Irish and then the
French in recent years. Leinster and Toulon
won six of the eight titles between them
since Wasps were the last English team to
lift the trophy in 2007, beating Leicester 25-
9 at Twickenham.

England are guaranteed to have a team
in the final, though, as all four sides in one
half of the draw are from the Premiership.
The winners of the Wasps-Exeter quarter-
final will play the winners of Saracens-
Northampton in the last four. For some,
Exeter Chiefs amongst them, the first task
will be adjusting to their surprise progress
and aiming higher.

“We didn’t expect to be winning the
pool, but the players put in a fantastic shift
and got a real tangible reward for it,” said
Exeter head coach Rob Baxter after the
remarkable Pool 2 finale ended with a 33-
17 win over Ospreys. Wasps were also sur-
prised to take top spot in their group, the
only one ever to feature four former win-
ners. “ Topping the group is a major
achievement,” said head coach Dai Young.

“Just to be in the quarter-finals for two
years on the trot is a huge statement from
the club.”

‘Happy at home’    
For the likes of Saracens, beaten finalists

against Toulon in 2014, or twice former
winners Leicester, anything other than
reaching the final will be seen as failure.
“You go into a one-off game in the quarter-
final and they’re all good teams who have
come through. They’re all able to beat each
other,” said Leicester head coach Richard
Cockerill, whose side host Stade Francais in
the last eight.

“We’ll be happy to be at home because
historically that gives you the best chance
of going further.” Victory might see them
face Toulon in the semi-finals. It will still
take something special to beat Toulon, who
actually won five matches to Wasps’ four in
Pool 5 but lost out on head-to-head record
after the English side’s four bonus points
allowed them to finish level at the top.

Toulon showed incredible grit just to get
through their group, a try from Australia
wing Drew Mitchell after the final buzzer
giving them victory at home to Wasps in
their penultimate game where a defeat
would have seen them eliminated. They
also battled through two tight games with
Bath (12-9 and 19-14) and won by just four
points away to Leinster, turning around a
16-7 half-time deficit to win 20-16. But next
up they must get past compatriots if they
are to reach the last four as a trip to Racing
awaits them in April.

Just reaching the quarter-finals was an
exploit not lost on Toulon manager Bernard
Laporte who described it as an “immense
satisfaction” and said he was “very proud”
of his team. “Now we have a quarter-final in
April,” said Laporte. “It will be away, that’s
true, but these type of matches are vice-
tight.  It’s always close. In any case, we’re
still there.” As long as that’s the case, the
English drought won’t be over. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: Golf’s new “Big Three” has been around for
only a few months, and already there’s talk of the exclu-
sive group being expanded. Rickie Fowler is back in the
conversation after his fourth worldwide victory in the last
nine months, over a stellar field at the Abu Dhabi HSBC
Championship.

Yesterday, the American found himself at a career-high
No. 4 in the rankings, with only Jordan Spieth, Jason Day
and Rory McIlroy above him. But to merit inclusion in the
sport’s golfing elite, Fowler knows he needs to add a
major to his increasingly impressive resume. He gets his
first chance at the Masters in April.

“I’d like to jump in and be a part of that crew,” said
Fowler, sitting beside the huge Falcon Trophy awarded to
the Abu Dhabi champion. “The goal right now with where
my game’s at - it’s the best it’s been this early in the sea-
son in my career - I’m working on getting ready for
Augusta. “I’d like to have my shot at getting the green
jacket there.”

Fowler had never previously won a tournament in the
first four months of a year. He’s been a slow starter to sea-
sons - he tied for 66th in Abu Dhabi in 2015, 17 shots
behind unheralded French winner Gary Stal - making the
Masters even tougher to win. But this is a different Fowler,
who acknowledges that his work on the range with cele-
brated coach Butch Harmon is starting to pay off.

‘No question’ 
His playoff win at The Players Championship last May

started his winning run that has also taken in the Scottish
Open and the Deutsche Bank, and made him believe

more in himself. “From The Players on, just being in the
situation, contention, Sunday, final round, against the
best players in the world and just believing and having
the confidence that, hey, if I go hit the shots, I’m winning,

no question,” Fowler said. “It’s nice to have that added
confidence now. Really having the belief and knowing
that come Sunday when I’m in the mix, I know I can go
get it done.”

That experience likely helped in Abu Dhabi when
Alejandro Canizares and Thomas Pieters both came with-
in one shot of Fowler’s final-round lead, which started at
two strokes and had grown to four by No. 6. Fowler pulled
off some clutch putts and two chip-ins - from a greenside
bunker from 30 yards at No. 8 for eagle, and from just off
the green at No. 17.

“Being able to do that, you get such an adrenaline rush
and such a boost from it, and it’s so rewarding,” said
Fowler, who won by one shot from Pieters. “I felt really
comfortable in some of those situations.” In 2014, Fowler
finished in the top five in all four majors and his fifth place
at the Masters was his best at Augusta. He said Sunday
that, with a rare early-season victory in the bag, all roads
now lead to Augusta.

“It’s a great way to start,” Fowler said. “Nice to have
the game where it’s at right now going into the season,
instead of trying to work on things and trying to find
stuff. “Right now, I can go and fine-tune and really
build ultimately for Augusta. ... The ultimate goal this
year is to go win a major and this is a step in the right
direction.” — AP 
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SURREY: A file photo taken on November 6, 2014, shows England hooker Dylan
Hartley (right) as he passes the ball alongside flanker Chris Robshaw during a train-
ing session at the team’s training base in Bagshot, south-east England. — AFP

Blackhawks back to winning 

ways, widen Central lead 

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Florida 28 15 5 130 107 61
Tampa Bay 26 18 4 129 117 56
Detroit 24 16 8 118 122 56
Boston 25 17 5 142 123 55
Montreal 24 20 4 132 124 52
Ottawa 23 20 6 137 152 52
Toronto 17 20 9 113 128 43
Buffalo 19 25 4 108 128 42

Metropolitan Division
Washington 35 8 3 155 100 73
NY Rangers 26 17 5 136 126 57
NY Islanders 25 15 6 128 114 56
New Jersey 25 19 5 114 116 55
Pittsburgh 23 17 7 119 120 53
Carolina 22 20 8 118 135 52
Philadelphia 20 17 8 103 121 48
Columbus 17 27 5 123 159 39

Western Conference
Pacific Division

Chicago 33 15 4 147 117 70
Dallas 30 14 5 160 132 65
St. Louis 28 16 8 129 128 64
Colorado 26 21 3 138 133 55
Minnesota 23 17 8 120 113 54
Nashville 22 18 8 125 129 52
Winnipeg 21 24 3 121 138 45

Central Division
Los Angeles 30 15 3 126 109 63
San Jose 25 18 4 136 128 54
Arizona 23 19 5 127 140 51
Vancouver 20 18 11 121 137 51
Anaheim 21 18 7 95 109 49
Calgary 21 22 3 124 142 45
Edmonton 19 26 5 122 149 43
Note: Overtime losses (OT) worth 1 pt and not
included in loss column (L).

NHL Results/Standings

San Jose 2, Los Angeles 3 (OT); Carolina 5, Calgary 2; Chicago 2, St. Louis 0; Ottawa 3, NY
Rangers 0.

CHICAGO: Dmitrij Jaskin #23 of the St. Louis Blues tries to control the puck between Trevor van Riemsdyk #57 and Brent Seabrook #7 of the
Chicago Blackhawks at the United Center. — AP 


