
S PORTS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016

MELBOURNE: Canada’s Milos Raonic fought
off a comeback by 2014 champion Stan
Wawrinka in a tense five-setter before taking a
major scalp and reaching his second straight
Australian Open quarter-final yesterday.

Raonic, who earlier spoke of his grief over
a high school shooting in his home country,
eliminated the Swiss world number four 6-4,
6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 6-3 and will face Gael Monfils in
the quarters. The 13th seed, who upset
Wawrinka’s fellow Swiss Roger Federer to win
this month’s Brisbane International, remains
unbeaten this year after his impressive victo-
ry in three hours 44 minutes.

It was Raonic’s first win against the reign-
ing French Open champion in five meetings,
and he has not lost a match at tour level
since going down to Rafael Nadal in the third
round of last year’s Shanghai Masters. “I’m
very happy with the way I competed, the
way I turned things around after having the
momentum against me going into the fifth
set,” Raonic told reporters.

“I felt very clear in what I needed to do
and I believed that I could do it. I think that
gave me some kind of calm and some kind
of peace inside.” Raonic said new coach
Carlos Moya was helping him feel calmer in

stressful match situations. “I feel like I’m put-
ting in the work and I’m getting the results
from it.  I’m very happy with that,” he said. “It
gives me some kind of ease in those difficult
moments, maybe if things aren’t going nec-
essarily my way completely.”

A case in point came when Raonic was on
track for a straight-sets win after four service
breaks to lead by two sets in 76 minutes. But
Wawrinka lifted his intensity and took the
match to a fifth set. The match turned in the
third set when Wawrinka broke Raonic’s
serve in the 11th game and served out to
keep the encounter alive.

Raonic started missing more and
Wawrinka picked up his serving percentage,
and he broke the Canadian in the fifth game
of the fourth set and fought off four break
points on his serve in the eighth game.
Wawrinka steamed to triple set point in the
10th game and took the match into a fifth
set with the momentum shifting his way. But
in the final set, Wawrinka lost serve in a shaky
sixth game when on second break point his
forehand drive was just out, giving Raonic a
4-2 lead. Wawrinka saved a match point in
the eighth game but Raonic brought up a
further three match points and finally won it

with a put-away at the net. Raonic, who dedi-
cated his third-round win over Viktor Troicki
to victims of last week’s school shooting
which left four dead, has yet to beat shot-
maker Monfils in their two meetings so far.
“He’s very entertaining and he’s very difficult
to play. He can give you complete ends of
the spectrum within one game,” Raonic said
of Monfils. “I just have to take the game to
him. I have to make him feel uncomfortable.
Not let him get into his sort of playing com-
fort. “If I can sort of keep up with the efficien-
cy moving forward, I’ll have definitely some
opportunities.”  — AFP 

Raonic rocks Wawrinka to reach quarter finals

MELBOURNE:
Belarus’s Victoria
Azarenka gestures
after victory in her
women’s singles
match against
Czech Republic’s
Barbora Strycova
on day eight of the
2016 Australian
Open tennis 
tournament. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Two-time champion Victoria
Azarenka remained in ominous form yesterday
to surge into the Australian Open quarter-finals,
as Chinese qualifier Zhang Shuai’s amazing
Grand Slam run stayed alive. Former world num-
ber one Azarenka proved too strong for Czech
Barbora Strycova on Rod Laver Arena, storming
through 6-2, 6-4 to set up a last-eight clash with
Angelique Kerber, who beat fellow German
Annika Beck 6-4, 6-0.

Azarenka, the 14th seed who won at
Melbourne Park in 2012 and 2013, has a 6-0
record over Kerber, including in the Brisbane
International final this month, making her a hot
favourite to keep her title run going. “I’m looking
forward to it. She’s such a fighter and such a nice
person,” said the Belarusian, looking ahead to
the test on Wednesday. “I’ll just give it my best
and I’m sure she’ll do the same.”

Seventh seed Kerber powered past Beck to
reach the quarter-finals for the first time and
knows she has a formidable task ahead against a
player who has won each of their encounters
dating back to 2012. “I had tough matches
against her in the past. I never won against her
right now, but that will be a challenge,” she said.
“It’s a new one, it starts from zero, and I know

what’s coming from her. I will try to be aggres-
sive and try to go and win the match.”

World number one Serena Williams and fifth-
seeded rival Maria Sharapova play each other in
a headline last-eight clash today, while fourth
seed Agnieszka Radwanska faces 10th seed
Carla Suarez. Johanna Konta joined them to
reach her maiden Grand Slam quarter-final and
become Britain’s first woman to reach the
Australian Open last eight since Jo Durie in 1983.

Konta prevailed in a three-hour, four-minute
slugfest 4-6, 6-4, 8-6 against Russia’s Ekaterina
Makarova. “Goodness gracious,” said Konta, who
will next face Zhang. “Mentally, emotionally and
physically I left it all out there on the court.” The
only other British women to get as far were
Virginia Wade, who won in 1972, and Sue Barker
who made the semis twice.

Focused and composed 
Zhang booked her place by battling past

injured and tearful 15th seed Madison Keys. She
had lost all 14 of her previous Grand Slam
matches before this year’s tournament and was
mulling retirement, but she has now won four in
a row after beating the American 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. It
was devastating finale for Keys, last year’s semi-

finalist, who needed treatment on her upper left
leg which hampered her movement. She gamely
carried on but was clearly in pain, with tears on
court. “Bad luck Madison. She was injured and
I’m very lucky today,” said Zhang. “It was so diffi-
cult to concentrate because I could see she was
in pain.” Azarenka, 27, has been in the zone at
Melbourne Park, dropping just 11 games in four
matches as she zeroes in on a return to the top
after battling injuries for the past two years. She
went into the Strycova clash with a clear advan-
tage, whipping her on all four of their previous
meetings, including at the last two Australian
Opens.

But it wasn’t straightforward against the
Czech, who stunned third seed Garbine
Muguruza in the last round. “She is such a
tough opponent. I’m just happy I went through.
I played smart, aggressive and really took my
opportunities,” said Azarenka. Melbourne Park
has been a happy hunting ground for Azarenka,
who has now made the quarters or better five
times in her last seven attempts. Kerber, who
had a stellar 2015 but underachieved at the
majors, eased past Beck who fell apart in the
second set after pressing her compatriot hard
in the first. — AFP 

Ominous Azarenka fires up 
as Zhang dream continues

MELBOURNE: An emotionally drained Andy
Murray beat Bernard Tomic to reach the quarter-
finals of the Australian Open yesterday, easing
the stress of a difficult few days after the col-
lapse of his father-in-law.

The British world number two downed the
16th-seeded Tomic 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) in two
hours, 30 minutes to end home interest in the
tournament and set up a last-eight match with
Spanish eighth seed David Ferrer. It will be the
seventh consecutive quarter-final in Melbourne
for Murray, who is bidding to finally win the title
for the first time after four runner-up finishes.

The victory capped a difficult period for
Murray, who rushed to the hospital bedside of
his father-in-law Nigel Sears, Ana Ivanovic’s
coach, after he collapsed at the tournament on
Saturday. Sears was cleared to leave hospital on
Sunday and fly home following tests.  Adding to
the tension of the moment, Murray’s wife Kim
Sears is heavily pregnant and he has pledged to
rush home if she goes into labor.

“It was just a tough, emotional few days at a
difficult time,” Murray told reporters, adding that
he considered withdrawing from the tourna-
ment. “Everyone’s just very happy that Nige is
doing well, that he can be back home with his
friends and family, be with Kim, as well, at this
time. It will be nice for her, I’m sure. 

“I woke up I felt quite drained, quite tired
today. As the day went on and I decided to play, I
started to focus a little bit better.” He added: “It’s
been a hard, hard few days. Hopefully gets bet-
ter the next few days. I just can’t believe some-
thing like that happened a few days ago.  It’s
shocking. Nige is an unbelievably fit guy. “Very,
very scary.”

Tricky match 
Murray put the medical emergency behind

him but it was a scrappy match, as he broke the
Australian’s serve six times and dropped his own
serve four times. “It was a tricky match. I got up a
break I think in all of the sets. Each time he got it
back. So there were quite a few momentum
shifts in all of the sets,” he said.

“He definitely played better in the third set.

He started taking a lot more chances. It wasn’t
easy for me to get into a rhythm. “Luckily he
missed a few easy forehands in the tiebreak, and
that helped me out in the breaker. Helped me
get it done in straight sets.” Murray lost his serv-
ice twice but broke Tomic’s serve three times on
the way to taking the opening set in 47 minutes.

Tomic’s service came under pressure again in
the second set with the Scot breaking him in the
first and third games while dropping his in the
second game. But Murray was more consistent
around the court while the Australian missed
some opportunities with wayward volleys and

poor judgment. Murray took a firm grip when he
claimed the second set with an ace.  Both play-
ers traded service breaks early in the final set but
Tomic made a number of errors in the deciding
tiebreak as Murray coasted home.  Tomic has yet
to take a set off Murray in four encounters.

Murray defeated Tomic in the Davis Cup semi-
finals in Glasgow last year to secure a 3-2 victory
as Great Britain went out to beat Belgium in the
Davis Cup Final.  Murray maintained his record of
never losing a tour-level match against an
Australian, and has now won all 17 of his meet-
ings against Australian opposition. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Over the course of his cel-
ebrated career, Roger Federer has
acquired wisdom on the tennis courts
that translates to life lessons which he
hopes his children can learn from. A
father of four, Federer has two sets of
twins. The girls are 6 and the boys are
just 18 months and everyone travels
together for his job. Young Myla and
Charlene have joined their mother,
Mirka, in Federer’s box at matches, their
heads buried in books, as their famous
dad has expertly navigated his way into
the second week of his 36th consecutive
Grand Slam - one of his many records.

The No. 3-ranked Federer says it might
be an untraditional family life with a lot
of time on the road, but he wants to
keep his loved ones close. “We’re used to
this life. It’s the only thing they know and
I know really for the last 20 years,” said
Federer. He faces No 6 Tomas Berdych in
the quarterfinals on Tuesday and could
face No. 1 Novak Djokovic in a semifinal
that would be the latest installment in
their long rivalry. Djokovic faces Kei
Nishikori in another quarterfinal Tuesday.

During on-court interviews, Federer
has spoken of the pride he feels knowing
that his girls are old enough now to have
life-long memories of watching him play,
and in post-match news conferences he
has shared what he hopes they learn
from him. “I have had those conversa-
tions with them, that hard work brings
you somewhere,” said the Swiss star who
has won a record 17 Grand Slams. “I told
them the other day they can be anything
they would want to be as long as they

work hard at it,” he said, adding that he
has no strong opinion whether his off-
spring inherit his passion for tennis,
although he has started his daughters on
lessons.

Work hard 
“I think they need to know whatever

they choose, they have to work hard at
it.” “I told them after all these years, I still
go out and train, trying to improve,”
Federer said. “I think they see the benefit
of hanging around with the same theme
or subject for a while.” Federer continues
to set records all the time. In Australia, he
became the first man to win 300 Grand
Slam singles matches with his third-
round win over Grigor Dimitrov.

To watch Federer play in Melbourne,
whether you’re a fan or his children, is an
unforgettable experience. His style and
grace, his elegant one-handed backhand
and his ability to craft shots that make
the crowd gasp are enough to make you
believe that age is irrelevant. Federer
joked that his children were now giving
him tennis tips. 

“They told me I should play on the
lines. They think that’s a good thing. I
was like, ‘OK, I’ll try that,’” he laughed.
They came along to practice the other
day at Melbourne Park and had a request
that dad do a trick where he looks one
way and hits the other. “I said, OK, I’ll try
that, too. It’s not as easy as you think it is
but I’ll try,” Federer said, amused that the
wisdom flows both ways. “They’ve give
me advice, if you like. Yeah, they’re good
coaches.”  — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Two players at the
Australian Open said yesterday they
have been interviewed by officials over
reports their opponents may have
deliberately lost their first round mixed-
doubles fixture, fuelling fresh fears of
match-fixing in tennis. The remarks by
Lukasz Kubot and Andrea Hlavackova
came after the New York Times report-
ed an online bookmaker had suspend-
ed gambling on the lowly match
because of unusual betting patterns. 

All players involved in the match
rejected the claims of a fix. The allega-
tion by betting firm Pinnacle Sports
came after the BBC and BuzzFeed said
last week players who had been in the
sport’s top 50 had repeatedly fallen
under suspicion but had never faced
action. The New York Times reported on
Sunday that ahead of their match, a
large amount of money had backed
Hlavackova and Kubot to beat
Spaniards Lara Arruabarrena and David
Marrero, far more, the paper said, than
would usually be wagered on a first
round match.

Marco Blume of Pinnacle Sports told
the paper the firm suspended betting
on the match 13 hours before it began.
The Times’ dispatch was dampened,
however, by two major betting compa-
nies reportedly contradicting the
claim. The Sydney Morning Herald said
William Hill and Betfair kept betting
open for the match and logged no
unusual activity. Kubot and Hlavackova

defeated Arruabarrena and Marrero 6-
0, 6-3 before bowing out in the second
round. “I just spoke with TIU (Tennis
Integrity Unit)... and I will keep that
confidential,” Poland’s Kubot told
reporters yesterday, with his Czech
partner Hlavackova also confirming
she met with TIU officials.

Both said they had never been
involved in a match where they
thought anything was wrong. “I didn’t
see and I didn’t look at anything after
the match,” Kubot said. Curacao-based
Pinnacle was not immediately avail-
able to confirm the report.
Arruabarrena and Marrero, meanwhile,
rejected any possibility of match-fixing,
according to the New York Times. 

The TIU did not immediately respond
to queries from AFP, and Melbourne
police would not comment on the case
specifically. Match-fixing fears have over-
shadowed the year’s opening Grand
Slam, with some players revealing bribery
attempts including world number one
Novak Djokovic, who said he was offered
$200,000 to throw a match in 2007.

According to the BBC and BuzzFeed
report, three Wimbledon matches were
suspicious and at least eight of a “core
group” of 16 players on the fixing radar
were at the Australian Open. The latest
developments came as retired
Australian player Nick Lindahl faced
court in Sydney over allegations he
offered to throw a match at a Futures
tournament in 2013. — AFP 

Murray overcomes 
‘scary’ family drama

MELBOURNE: Britain’s Andy Murray plays a forehand return  during his men’s singles match against
Australia’s Bernard Tomic  on day eight of the 2016 Australian Open tennis tournament  — AFP 

Doubles partners questioned
over match-fixing allegation

Federer’s wisdom on 
tennis, life and kids

MELBOURNE: Roger Federer of Switzerland celebrates after defeating David Goffin
of Belgium in their fourth round match at the Australian Open tennis champi-
onships. — AP 


