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MUSCAT: The Zain sailing team, who created
a sensation in 2015 by winning one leg and
coming third overall in their first ever Sailing
Arabia - The Tour, were overwhelmed with
crew applications for the 2016 edition kicking
off next month, requiring them to run two
extensive training and selection trials at Oman
Sail’s sailing centre in Mussanah, Oman. Along
with global technology provider Huawei and
global law firm Clifford Chance, the Zain sail-
ing team is set to start the challenge officially
in Dubai on Tuesday February 16th.

The mobile operator’s first venture into
Sailing Arabia - The Tour last year was
designed primarily as a team building exercise
bringing together colleagues from across the
region, but with ‘fun’ one of the most impor-
tant goals. As they made their way round the
course the team comprising mainly of staff
from telecoms giant Zain Group eight opera-
tions, that included the participation of its
Vice-Chairman and global and Kuwaiti busi-
ness identity Bader Al-Kharafi, saw the support
from the 7,000 strong workforce around the
region snowball and when they managed to
achieve a podium place at their first attempt,
coming third, the team were catapulted into
the spotlight. 

“Initially, no one in Zain really understood
what efforts and resources were required in
sailing was, but once my colleagues and our
sponsors Huawei and Clifford Chance could
see what was involved, combined with our
success, it started to generate a lot of interest.
We were all blown away by it - it has generat-
ed a huge amount of buzz and corporate

goodwill,” explained Mike Miller, sailing team
manager and Group Executive Director at Zain
Kuwait-based office.

This buzz had a direct effect on their plans
for 2016 so when a message was sent out
inviting applications to join the Zain sailing
team for Sailing Arabia - The Tour, they
received 125 candidate replies, compared to
just eight the previous year. These were then
whittled down to 25 candidates from Kuwait,
Saudi, Bahrain, Jordan and Lebanon who were
taken to Mussanah for an intensive week of
training and preparation, some of them step-
ping on the boat for the first time. They went
through an introductory training aboard the

Farr 30s with two certified instructors from
Oman Sail per boat. By the end of the first
afternoon, everyone had learned all the basics,
tacking and gybing and the following morn-
ing, in some choppy conditions, the spin-
nakers went up and the candidates were put
to the test. 

Thereafter, based on this first week of train-
ing, a core 10 member team was selected who
then attended another training session over
the weekend of 22-23 January, with the final
crew of 7 selected.   “The most important thing
in our selection considerations was that they
had the right attitude - enthusiastic and hard-
working and we were pretty impressed

because sailing took them right outside of
their comfort zone,” said Miller. 

Furthermore the telecom executive noted,
“Oman Sail laid on a fantastic show for us in
2015 in terms of the quality and professional-
ism of the instructors, the equipment they
loaned to us - it was a positive experience all
round.” He concluded by stating, “The Zain sail-
ing team’s experience and success sent out a
great message about Zain and what an inter-
esting place it is to work. Also importantly, our
sponsors Huawei and Clifford Chance were
extremely satisfied with the remarkable result
and overall media coverage the Zain sailing
team received, and had no second thoughts

on sponsoring us again in 2016.”
Organised by Oman Sail, EFG Sailing Arabia

The Tour is the longest offshore race in the
GCC region, with 15 intense days and 760 nau-
tical miles spanning 4 countries. The tour
brings together the best local sailing talents
and elite international sailors to take on an
intense challenge at a perfect time of the year.
Racing against nature and rivals offers an unri-
valled experience to develop new skills and
prepare local crew to compete at the highest
level. The fleet of identical Farr30 boats
encourages healthy competition as the differ-
ence between winning and losing depends
completely on the skill of the crew.

Zain team completes trials to prepare for EFG Sailing Arabia

Zain Vice-Chairman and Kuwaiti business man Bader Al-Kharafi Selection training in Mussanah 

MIAMI: There’s never been an NBA season
where two teams both won at least 80 per-
cent of their games. Golden State and San
Antonio might change that. With the sea-
son now past the midway point the
Warriors are chasing a repeat title, the
Spurs are chasing the Warriors, and they’re
both chasing history. When the teams meet
Monday at Golden State for the first of their
four regular-season matchups, the Warriors
will enter with a .909 winning percentage -
on pace to be the best in NBA history -
while the Spurs are at .864.

Chicago’s mark of .878 (72-10) from 1995-
96 is the NBA’s single-season best. Win or
lose, Golden State will remain ahead of that
pace. And while San Antonio almost seemed
like an afterthought amid Golden State’s 24-
0 start, the Spurs are merely on pace for the
third-best record ever. 

“The Warriors go on a 55-game winning
streak and they’re only two games ahead
of them,” said Miami’s Chris Bosh, slightly
overstating Golden State’s winning streak.
“That’s crazy.” While this meeting is being
touted as a potential Western Conference
finals preview - as will the other Warriors-
Spurs games on March 19, April 7 and
April 10 - it lost some star power Sunday
when San Antonio ruled Tim Duncan out
with right knee soreness. But Bosh didn’t
think the teams would take a true playoff-
type approach anyway, not this early in
the season. 

Spurs coach Gregg Popovich and
Warriors coach Steve Kerr know that no mat-
ter how important Monday seems, much
bigger nights await before the Larry O’Brien
Trophy gets awarded again. “I don’t expect
anybody to show their hand early,” Bosh
said. “They might play psychological games.
Pop might rest the first 10 guys and sign

eight D-League guys and send them out
there. You never know.”

The week ahead
There are other NBA games this week

and here’s five to keep an eye on: Minnesota
at Cleveland, Monday: New Cleveland coach
Tyronn Lue’s first game as an  NBA player
was against Minnesota. He’ll hope his first
win as an NBA coach is against the
Timberwolves, too. Oklahoma City at New
York, Tuesday: Madison Square Garden was
the only arena Thunder coach Billy Donovan
called home as an NBA player, albeit for a
mere 24 games as a Knick in 1987-88. (But
the Knicks were 19-5 in those games.)

San Antonio at Cleveland, Saturday: The
second installment of ABC’s Saturday night
broadcasts this season should be another
good one. LeBron James has walked off a
winner in only two of his last nine games
against the Spurs. Atlanta at Miami,
Sunday: This will be only the second home
game for the injury-riddled and slumping
Heat in a span of 25 days. Hawks and Heat
have split two games this season, both win-
ning on the road.

Stat line of the week
Kemba Walker scored 52 points against

Utah, Stephen Curry was plus-34 against
Cleveland and plus-36 against Chicago two
nights later, and James Harden had two
triple-doubles. But this week’s call goes to
DeMarcus Cousins. 

Cousins’ l ine against Indiana on
Saturday: career-best 48 points on 17-for-
29 shooting, and 13 rebounds as well. He is
averaging 26.7 points and 11.4 rebounds
this season. The Kings are on a five-game
winning streak and in line for their first
playoff berth since 2006. — AP 

TORONTO: Kyle Lowry scored 21 points and
Jonas Valanciunas had 20 as the Toronto
Raptors beat the Los Angeles Clippers 112-94
on Sunday for their season-high eighth
straight win. DeMar DeRozan and Terrence
Ross both added 18 points each for the
Raptors. Ross shot 5 for 7 on 3-pointers and
totaled at least 10 points off the bench for the
fourth straight game. Chris Paul had 23 points
and 11 assists for the Clippers, and DeAndre
Jordan had 15 and 13 rebounds. JJ Redick
scored 17 points for Los Angeles. The Raptors
beat the Clippers for the fourth straight time,
completing a second straight season sweep. It
also marked the first time in franchise history
the Raptors swept both Los Angeles teams in
the same season, having beaten the Lakers in
both meetings already. The Raptors’ winning
streak is the second-longest in franchise histo-
ry, one short of the team-record set in the
2001-02 season.

NETS 116, THUNDER 106
Brook Lopez scored a season-high 31

points and grabbed 10 rebounds, and
Brooklyn snapped Oklahoma City’s seven-
game winning streak. Kevin Durant had 32
points, 10 rebounds and seven assists, but
Oklahoma City never led in the game that was
delayed four hours by the blizzard that
dumped more than 2 feet of snow on New
York on Saturday. Russell Westbrook finished
with 27 points, 11 rebounds and seven assists
as the Thunder lost for just the fifth time in 27
games. Taking advantage of a Thunder team
missing starting center Steven Adams, Lopez
shot 11 for 19 from the field in bouncing back
from one of his worst performances of the
season. He had been limited to just eight
points Friday in a loss to Utah.

CELTICS 112, 76ERS 92
Jae Crowder and Isaiah Thomas scored 20

points each and Boston cruised past
Philadelphia. Avery Bradley had 19 points and
Marcus Smart added 16 off the bench for the
Celtics, who have won five of seven. Robert
Covington scored 25 points to lead

Philadelphia. The game originally was sched-
uled for Saturday but was postponed due to
Winter Storm Jonas. With Philadelphia’s air-
port closed on Saturday, the Celtics instead
practiced in Boston and arrived in
Philadelphia on Sunday morning.

ROCKETS 115, MAVERICKS 104
James Harden had 23 points, 15 rebounds

and 10 assists, Trevor Ariza scored a season-
high 29 and Houston rallied past Dallas. The
Rockets trailed by one entering the fourth
quarter, but they used 14-4 run, highlighted
by consecutive 3-pointers by Ariza, Jason
Terry and Josh Smith, to take a 98-89 lead
with about nine minutes left.  Chandler
Parsons made a layup for the Mavericks
before Houston scored five straight points to
push the lead to 103-91. Terry started that
stretch with a 3-pointer and Smith juked Dirk
Nowitzki to get open for a hook shot, and the
Mavericks didn’t threaten again. Parsons had a
season-high 31 points for the Mavericks, who
dropped their second straight game. — AP 

TORONTO: Toronto Raptors’ Kyle Lowry drives to the basket as Los Angeles Clippers’ Blake Griffin tries to block during first half NBA basketball
action. — AP

FRANKFURT: Adidas, a major sponsor of glob-
al athletics, is in “close contact” with track and
field’s governing body, the IAAF, about the
sport’s doping and corruption scandals, the
sportswear company said yesterday, amid
reports it is considering ending its sponsorship.
The Germany-based company said that “Adidas
has a clear anti-doping policy in place” and
added that “we are in close contact with the
IAAF to learn more about their reform process.”

The IAAF too said is in contact with “all its
sponsors and partners as we embark on our
reform process.” A BBC report said Adidas had
told the IAAF it was terminating its sponsor-

ship deal four years early because of the dop-
ing affair involving Russian athletics and accu-
sations of deeply rooted corruption under the
IAAF’s previous leadership.

Earlier this month, a World Anti-Doping
Agency probe said the IAAF was corrupted
from the inside by a “powerful rogue group”
led by its president, and they conspired to
extort athletes and allow doping Russians to
continue competing. Other IAAF leaders were
at fault, too, the WADA panel’s damning report
said. They must have known of the nepotism
that allowed Lamine Diack to turn the
International Association of Athletics 

Federations into a personal fiefdom during
his 16-year reign as president, it said. “It is
increasingly clear that far more IAAF staff knew
about the problems than has currently been
acknowledged,” said the report, written by for-
mer WADA president Dick Pound and present-
ed at a news conference in Munich.

A key question raised by the report is
whether alleged corruption under Diack went
beyond extorting doped athletes and infected
other areas of IAAF business. WADA’s investiga-
tors called for a detailed follow-up probe of all
world championships awarded by the ruling
body for 2009-19, due to evidence they found

of possible wrongdoing. That included an indi-
cation that Diack, a former IOC member, was
prepared to sell his vote in the 2020 Olympic
hosting contest won by Tokyo in exchange for
sponsorship of IAAF events.

“The corruption was embedded in the
organization. It cannot be ignored or dismissed
as attributable to the odd renegade acting on
its own,” the report said. Diack was taken into
custody by French authorities in November on
corruption and money-laundering charges. He
is suspected of taking more than 1 million
euros ($1.1 million) to blackmail athletes and
cover up positive tests.

Sebastian Coe, the British middle-distance
running great who took over from Diack in
August, is not accused of corrupt wrongdoing.
But he was a member of the IAAF’s Council, its
oversight body, that “could not have been
unaware of the extent of doping.” The WADA
report came two days after the Associated
Press released details from six years of IAAF
internal emails, reports and notes showing a
high level of communication between the ath-
letics federation and Russian officials about
suspicious test results from the nation’s ath-
letes, including plans to cover up some doping
evidence. — AP

Adidas says it is seeking information from IAAF

Raptors trounce Clippers 
for eighth straight win     

Warriors, Spurs on
historic winning
paces this season

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait Handicapped
Sports Club Shafi Al-Hajiri appreciated the
generous support of the Public Authority for
Sports (PAS), to allow the club to organize sev-
eral local tournaments in various individual
and team games. This was done in order to
prepare the athletes for foreign tournaments.

Al-Hajiri said the support the club enjoys
from PAS officials headed by Director General
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
and Deputy Director General for Sports Dr
Humoud Fulaiteh is among the reason behind
the outstanding performance of the club as

many athletes qualified for the Paralympics to
be held in Brazil later this year.

Al-Hajiri said the first of the local tourna-
ments will be held on Saturday for swimming,
table tennis and wheelchair basketball, with
more than 70 players of both genders partici-
pating. He said the organizing committee is
exerting tremendous efforts to prepare for the
tournament and is allowing athletes and offi-
cials all means to achieve success. Al-Hairi said
the club was keen to hold the tournaments to
coincide with Kuwait’s celebration of its
national days.

President of Kuwait Handicapped 
Sports Club appreciates support

Shafi Al-Hajiri Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour


