
S PORTS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016

WELLINGTON: Mohammad Amir of Pakistan is bowled by Trent Boult of New Zealand during the first one-day international between New
Zealand and Pakistan at the Basin Reserve. — AFP 

WELLINGTON: A solid 82 by Henry Nicholls fol-
lowed by a ninth-wicket batting blitz carried New
Zealand to a convincing 70-run victory in the
opening one-day international against Pakistan
in Wellington yesterday. In reply to New
Zealand’s 280-8, Pakistan were skittled out for
210 with four overs remaining. Nicholls apart,
New Zealand’s recognized run-makers struggled
against a fired-up Pakistan attack, with the other
six batsmen in the top seven contributing just 47
in total. The hosts were in a perilous position at
99-6 before Mitchell Santner joined Nicholls in a
79-run stand for the seventh wicket. 

Matt Henry and Mitchell McClenaghan then
added 73 off 33 balls in a closing onslaught to
ensure a target which eventually proved too
much for Pakistan. “If we’re going to be honest
we should have got them out for 200-odd, see-
ing the start we had,” a disappointed Pakistan
batting coach Grant Flower said. “The short ball
worked to a certain extent but we overdid it, and
we didn’t learn and we just didn’t bowl enough
yorkers.”

Man-of-the-match Nicholls, only in the side as
cover for the injured Ross Taylor, said it was a
matter of making the most of his opportunity.
“It’s nice to be able to do that,” he said, adding he
was philosophical about being dropped by
Mohammad Hafeez on 15. “I was a bit more dirty
on the shot rather than worried about what hap-
pened with the catch. It was meant to be and it
was a life I needed.”

Brittle batting
After Azhar Ali (19) and Ahmed Shehzad (13)

fell early in Pakistan’s innings, Hafeez and Babar
Azam lifted Pakistan’s confidence. They cruised
past the 100 mark in the 23rd over, the same as
New Zealand, but with only two wickets down.
However, the brittle nature of the Pakistan bat-
ting was highlighted as Kane Williamson broke
their stand when he had Hafeez caught at long
on for 42.  Azam, without attempting to boost
the run rate, continued on to 62 off 76 deliveries

before he miscued an attempt to hook Corey
Anderson and sent the ball straight to Nicholls at
deep midwicket. Sarfraz Ahmed (30) and Anwar
Ali (16) put on 35 for the seventh wicket but their
partnership ended when they tried to lift the
scoring and Ahmed was well caught by
Anderson on the boundary. 

Where the New Zealand tail had exploded,
Pakistan’s fizzled out-with the last four wickets
falling for five runs.  Trent Boult finished with four
for 40 while Grant Elliott, who removed openers
Ali and Shehzad as well as Sohaib Maqsood, took
three for 43. After being sent into bat on a windy

Wellington day, New Zealand never really settled
against a hostile Pakistan attack. Openers Martin
Guptill and Tom Latham were both out for 11,
with Mohammad Irfan and Mohammad Amir
taking a wicket each. 

Amir in his second spell removed Anderson
(10) and Luke Ronchi (5) in the space of three
balls. Anwar Ali also took a double in quick suc-
cession when he broke a 45-run stand for the
third wicket by Kane Williamson and Nicholls. He
bowled Williamson for 10 and two balls later
bowled Elliott without scoring, before returning
later to claim the prized scalp of Nicholls. — AFP

Nicholls leads Black Caps
to victory over Pakistan

New Zealand 
M. Guptill c Riaz b Irfan 11 
T. Latham c Ahmed b Amir 11 
K. Williamson b Anwar Ali 10 
H. Nicholls b Anwar Ali 82 
G. Elliott by Anwar Ali 0 
C. Anderson c Ahmed b Amir 10 
L. Ronchi c Ahmed b Amir 5
M. Santner c Ahmed b Irfan 48 
M. Henry not out 48
M. McClenaghan retired hurt 31 
T. Boult not out 4
Extras (b4, lb3, w13) 20 
Total (8 wickets, 50 overs) 280 
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Guptill), 2-25 (Latham), 3-
70 (Williamson), 4-70 (Elliott), 5-93 (Anderson),
6-99 (Ronchi), 7-178 (Santner), 8-203 (Nicholls) 
Bowling: Irfan 10-0-43-2 (w1), Amir 8.1-0-28-3
(w3), Anwar Ali 9.5-0-66-3 (w3), Wahab Riaz
10-0-67-0 (w3), Imad Wasim 8-0-47-0 (w2),
Azhar Ali 4-0-22-0  (w1)
Pakistan
Azhar Ali c Henry b Elliott 19 

Ahmed Shehzad c Williamson b Elliott 13
Mohammad Hafeez c Henry b Williamson 42 
Babar Azam c Nicholls b Anderson 62
Sohaib Maqsood c sub (Milne) b Elliott 10
Sarfraz Ahmed c Anderson b Boult 30 
Imad Wasim c Ronchi b Santner 1 
Anwar Ali c Latham b Boult 16 
Wahab Riaz not out 5
Mohammad Amir b Boult 0
Mohammad Irfan b Boult 0
Extras (lb2, w10) 12
Total (10 wickets; 46 overs) 210
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Azhar Ali), 2-37 (Ahmed
Shehzad), 3-118 (Mohammad Hafeez), 4-142
(Maqsood), 5-168 (Babar Azam), 6-170 (Imad
Wasim), 7-205 (Sarfraz Ahmed), 8-206 (Anwar
Ali), 9-210 (Amir), 10-210 (Irfan)
Bowling: Henry 8-0-43-0 (4w), Boult 9-1-40-4
(w3), Elliott 10-1-43-3 (w2), Anderson 9-1-35-1
(w1), Santner 8-0-36-1, Williamson 2-0-11-1
Result: New Zealand won by 70 runs.

SCOREBOARD
WELLINGTON: Full scoreboard in the first ODI between New Zealand and Pakistan in Wellington
yesterday: 

PRETORIA: A patient century stand between
Hashim Amla and Temba Bavuma put South Africa
in a commanding position at 223 for four at tea on
day four of the final test against England yesterday.
Amla, a regular thorn in England’s side, was not out
on 96 as he chases a second century in the match
with Bavuma unbeaten on 63. The hosts led by 356
runs on a pitch that has turn, movement and
uneven bounce.

The pair have put on 117 for the fifth wicket and
kept England wicketless between lunch and tea
after the touring side had made good inroads in
the opening session when a fired-up James
Anderson grabbed two early wickets and Ben
Stokes another.

South Africa, who are likely to be down to three
front-line bowlers in the second innings with seam-
er Kyle Abbott struggling due to a hamstring prob-
lem, must decide what target they want to set
England with four sessions remaining. They will be
mindful of overworking their depleted attack as
they chase a consolation victory in the test with
England already having claimed the series.

The previous highest chase successful in test
matches at Centurion Park was 251 by England in
2000, though the pitch was only used for two days
in that match after rain spoiled the contest and the
teams decided to forfeit an innings each to force a
result. Anderson had earlier taken his number of
test wickets to 433, one short of Indian great Kapil
Dev in sixth place on the all-time list.

He first induced a rash drive from opener
Stephen Cook (25) that provided a catch for wicket-
keeper Jonny Bairstow and two balls later grabbed
the big scalp of home captain AB de Villiers, lbw
without scoring. It was the third duck in a row for
De Villiers, comfortably his worst run of form in test
cricket since he made his debut in 2004. Stokes
removed JP Duminy (29) caught behind by
Bairstow to leave South Africa sweating at 106 for
four, before Amla and Bavuma edged the home
side ahead again. — Reuters 

CENTURION: Former South African inter-
national cricketer Gulam Bodi was yester-
day banned for 20 years after he admitted
charges of contriving or attempting to fix
domestic Twenty20 matches. The ban,
which will take immediate effect, was
announced by Cricket South Africa (CSA)
chief executive Haroon Lorgat during the
fourth and final Test between South Africa
and England at SuperSport Park.

Lorgat said aspects of the investiga-
tion were still ongoing. He refused to
confirm or deny names of other players
who have been reported to be under
investigation, but said: “We are fortunate
that several players rejected his
approaches.” He said the South African
police had been informed in terms of
anti-corruption legislation.

Lorgat hinted that some players might
be charged with failing to report
approaches by Bodi. “Our code is clear on
the obligation of a player to report any
approaches.  If it is found that a player
has failed to report we would look at the
facts and decide on a proportional sanc-
tion,” he said. Bodi, 37, played in two one-

day internationals for South Africa, both
against Zimbabwe, in August 2007.

He played in a single Twenty20 inter-
national against the West Indies in
December of the same year and was a
member of South Africa’s squad for the
inaugural World Twenty20 in 2007,
although he did not play in a game. His
last appearance in a domestic game was
in January 2015.

“ There is no doubt that Mr Bodi’s
actions have threatened the integrity
and image of the game we love and he
must be handed a strong punishment.
We have had many discussions with Mr
Bodi and he accepts the folly of his
actions,” said Lorgat.

Five years of Bodi’s ban are suspended
on condition that he commits no further
offences and actively participates in cor-
ruption-related education programs.
Lorgat said the examples of Pakistan’s
Mohammed Amir and English county play-
er Mervyn Westfield showed that it was
possible for players found guilty of corrupt
activity to help in educating players about
the dangers of corruption. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia yesterday named virtu-
ally the same squad for a one-day series in
New Zealand next month as the line-up
that triumphed over India, controversially
leaving out “red-hot” batsman Usman
Khawaja.

“This squad remains largely unchanged
after a fantastic series win against India,”
national selector Rod Marsh said. “We have
selected Adam Zampa as the spinning
option for this tour in place of Nathan
Lyon.” Australia want their leading spinner
to return to domestic action to prepare for
the upcoming two-Test series in New
Zealand.  “This will give us a chance to have
a good look at Adam ahead of the ICC
World T20,” Marsh added. That tournament
takes place in India during March and April.

“Adam has certainly put forward a
strong case for selection through good per-
formances in the KFC Big Bash (League) ...
and we think he has thoroughly earned this
opportunity.” But there was no place for
Khawaja despite his man-of-the-match
winning performance in the BBL final on
Sunday night when he hit 70 off 40 deliver-
ies.  Selector Mark Waugh led a charge for
Khawaja’s inclusion, arguing that he was
the top opener in the world today.

“He is batting as well as anyone can pos-

sibly bat,” Waugh said.  Sydney’s Daily
Telegraph said Monday that if Khawaja was
not in the squad, “it will be the biggest
embarrassment of the summer and create
uproar in cricketing circles.” Selector Marsh
admitted that it was a tough call to leave
out Khawaja, saying they had “tried our
hardest to work him into the side”.  “He’s in
red-hot form and it’s just a shame that we
can’t fit him in,” he told reporters in
Adelaide.

“We just couldn’t find anyone to drop, to
leave out of the side because they are all in
fantastic form. “We’d love to have him in
the side. We’d love to be able to pick 16 or
17 — because I think there’s 16 or 17 that
actually deserve to be in our one-day side.”
Marsh chose to focus on the challenges to
be faced in New Zealand.  “We know one of
the biggest challenges we will face in New
Zealand is adapting to the change in condi-
tions,” he said.

“The New Zealand side will be very tough
to beat in their home conditions.  “We know
we will need to be at the top of our game if
we want to be competitive.” The Chappell-
Hadlee Trophy series starts in Auckland on
February 3 and moves on to Wellington on
February 6 and Hamilton February 8 with
the Test matches to follow. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s Tokyo
Sexwale was yesterday urged by his own
national governing body to explain his
lackluster election campaign as he bids to
take over corruption-plagued FIFA.
Sexwale, the only African candidate bid-
ding for the job, is up against four rivals in
the ballot to replace disgraced Sepp Blatter
and become the most powerful man in
football. But Sexwale, a former Robben
Island prisoner with Nelson Mandela, has
made little impact ahead of the vote on
February 26, triggering concern from the
South African Football Association (SAFA).

“ The NEC (National Executive
Committee), which is the highest decision-
making body of the association, raised con-
cerns about his low-profile campaign and
they want him to come and explain him-
self,” SAFA spokesman Dominic Chimhavi
told AFP. SAFA, which endorsed Sexwale’s
bid, said at the weekend that it wanted to
speak to him ahead of a key Confederation
of African  Football (CAF) meeting in Kigali
on February 5.

Sexwale’s spokesman said he was cur-
rently out of the country. “By the time that
indication came, we had already planned
to travel, so we are going to be seeing
them next week,” Sexwale’s spokesman
Peter-Paul Ngwenya told AFP. Sexwale, 62,
became a millionaire business tycoon in
the years after apartheid fell, and was on
the team that won South Africa the right to
host the 2010 World Cup.

Wide-open race 
He also serves on FIFA’s anti-racism and

anti-discrimination committee. In a wide-
open race, he is up against Jordanian Prince
Ali bin al Hussein, Bahraini Sheikh Salman
bin Ebrahim al Khalifa, Swiss Gianni Infantino
and Frenchman Jerome Champagne. “We are
there to support him and we need to know
what he thinks needs to be done going for-
ward,” SAFA chief executive Dennis Mumble
told the City Press newspaper on Sunday.
The highlight of the Sexwale’s manifesto is a
call for the ban on sponsors’ names appearing
on national team shirts to be scrapped, which
could greatly boost the income of cash-
strapped associations. He has also said he was
determined “to repair the damage done to the
FIFA brand globally” and to promote the game
in Africa and China.

“I didn’t want to be president but seeing
the problems I thought I would stand,” said
Sexwale in one of his few recent interviews.
“I feel very sorry for (Blatter). I don’t say he
was a friend but he is a friend... Blatter’s
work is a monument that stands for itself.”
FIFA’s leadership has been decimated by an
unprecedented set of corruption scandals.

Thirty-nine people have been charged
by the US with corruption going back
decades, while Swiss prosecutors have also
opened investigations targeting Blatter
and the bidding process for the 2018 and
2022 World Cups. UEFA’s executive commit-
tee has unanimously backed Infantino’s
candidacy for the FIFA job. — AFP 

Amla, Bavuma put South 
Africa in the driving seat

South Africa, first innings, 475
England, first innings, 342
South Africa, second innings (overnight 42-1)
S. Cook c Bairstow b Anderson 25
D. Elgar c Bairstow b Anderson 1
H. Amla c Bairstow b Broad 96
A. de Villiers lbw b Anderson 0
J. Duminy c Bairstow b Stokes 29
T. Bavuma not out 78

Q. de Kock not out 9
Extras (b2, lb5, w3) 10
Total (5 wkts dec, 83.2 overs) 248
Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Elgar), 2-49 (Cook), 3-49 (De
Villiers), 4-106 (Duminy), 5-223 (Amla)
Bowling: Anderson 18-5-47-3, Broad 15-4-33-1
(1w), Stokes 16-4-36-1, Woakes 13.2-0-53-0 (1w),
Ali 17-3-60-0, Root 4-0-12-0
Match situation: England require 382 runs to win.

SCOREBOARD
CENTURION, South Africa: Scores at the end of South Africa’s second innings on the fourth day
of the fourth and final Test between South Africa and England at SuperSport Park yesterday.

PRETORIA: South Africa’s batsman Hashim Amla avoids a bouncer from England’s bowler
James Anderson on the fourth day of the fourth test cricket match between South Africa and
England at Centurion Park. — AFP 

Doubts grow over 
Sexwale’s FIFA bid

S.Africa ban Bodi for 20 
years over match-fixing

In form Khawaja misses 
New Zealand ODI tour 

Usman Khawaja


