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SHANGHAI: A small fire broke out on
Sunday night on the roof of a factory
complex where iPhones are assembled
in China, but Taiwan-based tech giant
Foxconn Technology Group, which runs
the factory, said nobody was hurt and
manufacturing was unaffected. The fire

took place at a plant in Zhengzhou, in
Henan province, the key supplier to
Apple Inc, according to a statement
from Foxconn.

“The fire was brought under control
by the fire department shortly after it
was reported. There were no injuries

associated with this incident and there
is no impact on the manufacturing
operations of that facility,” a spokesman
said.

In May 2011, a dust explosion at a
Foxconn factory that made iPads in the
western Chinese city of Chengdu killed

three people and injured 15. Foxconn’s
listed unit Hon Hai Precision Industry
Co, which assembles the bulk of Apple’s
latest smartphones, saw its December
revenues slump by a fifth and full-year
sales miss expectations.

The results came amid growing con-

cerns about slowing shipments of
Apple’s latest iPhone 6S models. Apple
is expected to report first-quarter rev-
enue slightly below estimates on
Tuesday for the first time in six quarters,
according to Thomson Reuters
StarMine.   —Reuters

No injuries or production impact after fire at iPhone plant in China

NAKHON SI THAMMARAT: A Malaysian official (C) takes pictures of a piece of
suspected aircraft debris after it was found by fishermen on January 23, at a
beach in the southern province of Nakhon Si Thammarat yesterday. —AFP

DUBAI: EMC Corporation (NYSE:EMC)
announced the results of a new study showing
that IT and business executives agree that digi-
tal transformation and the use of hybrid clouds
are key to competitive success in the digital
age. Conducted by IDG Research Services, the
study reveals that organizations must “think
digital” to enhance customer experiences,
increase flexibility, drive business opportuni-
ties, and decrease costs. With 92 percent of
respondents stating that their organization’s
competitive strategy calls for digital business
initiatives and 90 percent calling digital busi-
ness a “top priority” for the next one to three
years, the transformative power of digital busi-
ness is a key driver for IT today. 

Drivers behind these digital technology
investments include:

l Improving the customer experience (87 per-
cent of respondents indicated this was a crit-
ical or very important goal)

l Acquiring new customers (86 percent)
l Increasing innovation (82 percent)
l Enabling real-time business decisions (81

percent)

Initial goals
The transformation to digital business is

complex and takes time, but 63 percent of
respondents indicated they are well on their
way to achieving their initial digital transforma-
tion goals. That said, IT leaders are still facing
hurdles including:
l Budget and resources (38 percent)
l Fragmented computing environments (30

percent)
l Lack of the right technologies (29 percent)

To solve these challenges, IT leaders are
turning to hybrid cloud environments, embrac-

ing a modernized infrastructure that involves
two or more delivery models, including a tradi-
tional data center, a private cloud, a managed
private cloud and a public cloud. A whopping
83 percent of respondents currently use or plan
to use a hybrid cloud environment, and 73 per-
cent agree that a hybrid cloud model creates a
path to digital business. 

The survey data indicates that digital trans-
formation enabled by hybrid cloud helps
organizations increase IT agility and makes
implementing digital business initiatives a
faster,  easier and less expensive process.
Furthermore, survey results show that, by
reducing IT costs, hybrid cloud enables invest-
ment in digital transformation, and the most

aggressive hybrid cloud adopters are also the
most advanced at digital transformation. Of
those surveyed, organizations with a significant
number of hybrid cloud workloads are three
times more likely than non-adopters to be
approaching their digital business and infra-
structure readiness goals.

Jeremy Burton, President, Products and
Marketing, EMC Corporation said:

“Becoming digital is a priority for nearly
every business on the planet.  But how to get
there is not as obvious. This  study makes it per-
fectly clear that hybrid cloud - and the savings
and agility it brings with it - is a key enabler to
becoming a digital business.” 

Study reveals hybrid cloud ‘great

enabler’ of digital transformation

Hybrid cloud helps companies approach goals

SYDNEY: An underwater sonar vehicle used
in the search for missing Malaysia Airlines
plane MH370 has now been lost to the deep
ocean floor after hitting an undersea vol-
cano, Australian officials said yesterday. The
“towfish”, pulled behind a search ship and
fitted with survey instruments, plunged to
the bottom of the remote southern Indian
Ocean on Sunday.

“The towfish collided with a mud volcano
which rises 2,200 metres from the sea floor
resulting in the vehicle’s tow cable breaking,”
the Joint Agency Coordination Centre
(JACC) announced. “The towfish and 4,500
metres of cable became separated from the
vessel and are now resting on the sea floor,”
the statement added.

Australia is leading the search for the
Boeing-777 that vanished on March 8, 2014
en route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with
239 people onboard. The aircraft is thought
to have crashed after diverting from its
course but the undersea hunt has so far
found no sign of it.

Last July, a two-meter-long wing part
known as a flaperon washed up on a beach
on the Indian Ocean island of Reunion, giv-

ing the first firm evidence that the flight met
a tragic end. Another barnacle-encrusted
piece of metal found in Thailand at the
weekend has prompted speculation it too
could be from MH370 with a specialist team
due to examine it, however ocean current
modelling suggests it is unlikely to be from
the missing plane. Australian officials said
there were no injuries to crew in Sunday’s
incident onboard the Fugro Discovery and it
was thought that the towfish could be
recovered.

The ship was Monday returning to the
western Australian port of Fremantle so a
replacement cable could be fitted, a journey
which is expected to take until Saturday.
“During the journey, the spare towfish on
board Fugro Discovery will be readied for
future search activities,” the JACC statement
said.

The key instruments in the towfish are
side scan sonar and multi-beam echo
sounders that look for man-made objects on
the sea floor. Earlier this month searchers
uncovered a 19th century shipwreck deep
underwater, their second wreck find in the
nearly two-year long mission. —AFP

MH370 hunt loses hi-tech

sonar probe to undersea volcano

SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter is overhaul-
ing its top management said CEO
Jack Dorsey, who announced the
shakeup yesterday as the social net-
work struggles to boost its profitabili-
ty and prospects for growth. The
revamp originally was reported by
the Wall Street Journal and tech news
website Re/code, before Dorsey con-
firmed the departure of several senior
executives in a tweet sent out early
yesterday. Leaving the company are
Alex Roetter, head of engineering;
product chief Kevin Weil ;  Katie
Stanton, the head of media; and Skip
Schipper, Twitter’s vice president of
human resources.

“I’m forever grateful to @aroetter,
@katies, @skipschipper & @kevinweil
for everything they ’ve given to
Twitter. They are absolutely amazing!”
Dorsey wrote at his @jack Twitter
account, adding that he was “sad” they
are leaving. Dorsey, in a longer state-
ment, addressed what he called “inac-
curate press rumors” about the over-
haul, saying the departing executives
“have chosen to leave the company.”

“All four will be taking some well-
deserved time off. I ’m personally
grateful to each of them for every-
thing they’ve contributed to Twitter
and our purpose in the world,” Dorsey
wrote. “They are phenomenal peo-
ple!”

He added that Twitter’s chief oper-
ating officer Adam Bain “will be taking
on additional responsibilities” as part
of the shakeup, as will chief technolo-
gy officer Adam Messinger.  The
Journal reported that Twitter planned
to take on two new board members
as early as this coming week, at least
one of whom it said was a high-pro-
file executive in the media industry.  

The newspaper reported that as a
condition of returning as chief execu-
tive last year, Dorsey had told Twitter
that all board members must eventu-
ally be replaced. The panel includes
fellow co-founder Evan Williams, one
of the largest individual owners of

company stock, according to the
Journal. Twitter declined to respond
to an AFP request for comment.

Dorsey currently is managing two
firms, Twitter and mobile payments
startup Square-both multi-billion dol-
lar companies struggling to achieve
profitability. He is credited with com-
ing up with the idea for Twitter when
eventual co-founder Evan Williams
gave workers at blogging startup
Odeo two weeks to work on fun new
projects as a way to break up the dai-
ly routine.

Sewing and yoga   
Dorsey ran Twitter from 2007-2008

but was pushed out of the CEO chair.
He was reportedly a better engineer
than a boss, known to leave early for
personal pursuits such as sewing or
yoga classes. He returned as interim
chief executive after then-CEO Dick
Costolo resigned last June, and took
the job on a permanent basis in
October, as Twitter deals with persist-
ent concerns over its growth
prospects.

Twitter stock recently hit a new
record low and the number of users
has been increasing more slowly than
the company would like. At the end
of September, it  had 320 mill ion
active users-four million more than
three months earlier.

Twitter reports fourth-quarter
earnings on February 10. In a separate
development late Sunday, Jason Toff,
general manager at Vine the video-
sharing site owned by Twitter-also
announced his departure from the
company.

“Personal  update!  I ’m joining
Google to work on VR (virtual reali-
ty) .  So much excit ing potential
there,” wrote Toff, who also had the
title Director of Product at Twitter.
“The decision to leave Vine was hard.
I love the team, am so proud of what
we’ve done and k now there are
incredible things ahead for them,”
Toff tweeted. —AFP

CEO announces major

shakeup at Twitter

NEW DELHI/HONG KONG: India will set up a satellite
tracking and imaging center in southern Vietnam that
will give Hanoi access to pictures from Indian earth
observation satellites that cover the region, including
China and the South China Sea, Indian officials said.
The move, which could irritate Beijing, deepens ties
between India and Vietnam, who both have long-run-
ning territorial disputes with China.

While billed as a civilian facility - earth observation
satellites have agricultural, scientific and environmen-
tal applications - security experts said improved imag-
ing technology meant the pictures could also be used
for military purposes. Hanoi especially has been look-
ing for advanced intelligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance technologies as tensions rise with China
over the disputed South China Sea, they said.

“In military terms, this move could be quite signifi-
cant,” said Collin Koh, a marine security expert at
Singapore’s S.  Rajaratnam School of International
Studies. “It looks like a win-win for both sides, filling
significant holes for the Vietnamese and expanding
the range for the Indians.” The state-run Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO) will fund and set up the
satellite tracking and data reception center in Ho Chi
Minh City to monitor Indian satellite launches, the
Indian officials said. Indian media put the cost at
around $23 million.

India, whose 54-year-old space program is acceler-
ating, with one satellite launch scheduled every
month, has ground stations in the Andaman and
Nicobar islands, Brunei, Biak in eastern Indonesia and

Mauritius that track its satellites in the initial stages of
flight. The Vietnam facility will bolster those capabili-
ties, said Deviprasad Karnik, an ISRO spokesman.

Quid Pro Quo
But unlike the other overseas stations, the facility

will also be equipped to receive images from India’s
earth observation satellites that Vietnam can use in
return for granting India the tracking site, said an
Indian government official connected with the space
program.

“This is a sort of quid pro quo which will enable
Vietnam to receive IRS (Indian remote sensing) pic-
tures directly, that is, without asking India,” said the
official, who declined to be identified because he was
not authorised to speak to the media. “Obviously it will
include parts of China of interest to Vietnam.”

Chinese coastal naval bases, the operations of its
coastguard and navy and its new man-made islands in
the disputed Spratly archipelago of the South China
Sea would be targets of Vietnamese interest, security
experts said. Another Indian official said New Delhi
would also have access to the imagery. India has 11
earth observation satellites in orbit, offering pictures
with differing resolutions and areas, the ISRO said.
Indian officials had no timeframe for when the center
would be operational.

“This is at the beginning stages, we are still in dia-
logue with Vietnamese authorities,” said Karnik.
Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry confirmed the project, but
provided few other details. Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular briefing
that Beijing hoped the facility “will be able to make a
positive contribution to pushing forward relevant
cooperation in the region”. China’s Defense Ministry
said the proposed tracking station wasn’t a military
issue. Vietnam launched its first earth observation
satellite in 2013, but Koh said it was not thought to
produce particularly high resolution images.

Blurred lines
Security experts said Vietnam would likely seek

real-time access to images from the Indian satellites as
well as training in imagery analysis, a specialized intel-
ligence field. “The advance of technology means the
lines are blurring between civilian and military satel-
lites,” said Trevor Hollingsbee, a retired naval intelli-
gence analyst with Britain’s Defence Ministry. “In some
cases, the imagery from a modern civilian satellite is
good enough for military use.” Sophisticated military
reconnaissance satellites can be used to capture mili-
tary signals and communications, as well as detailed
photographs of objects on land, capturing detail to
less than a meter, Koh and other experts said.

The tracking station will be the first such foreign
facility in Vietnam and follows other agreements
between Hanoi and New Delhi that have cemented
security ties. India has extended a $100 million credit
line for Hanoi to buy patrol boats and is training
Vietnamese submariners in India while Hanoi has
granted oil exploration blocks to India in waters off
Vietnam that are disputed with China. —Reuters

India to build satellite tracking station

in Vietnam that offers eye on China

This handout image released by the European Southern Observatory on January 25, 2016 and captured with the OmegaCAM
camera on ESO’s VLT Survey Telescope in Chile, shows an unusually clean small galaxy.  IC 1613 contains very little cosmic dust,
allowing astronomers to explore its contents with great clarity. —AFP

l New study by IDG
Research Services
provides strong proof
that by increasing IT
agility, hybrid cloud
makes implementing
digital business initia-
tives faster, easier and
a less expensive
process

l 92 percent of respon-
dents indicate their

organization’s com-
petitive strategy calls
for digital business
initiatives 

l 63 percent indicated
they are on their way
to achieving digital
transformation goals

l 73 percent believe
that hybrid cloud cre-
ates a path for digital
transformation


