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KUWAIT: The Dates, Al-Safat, Al-Manakh, and
Al-Ferrdah markets were vital business hubs
which steered Kuwait’s economic growth in
the past. Set for different purposes, these
markets played an important role in import-
ing and exporting goods to and from Kuwait
as well as providing local products to cus-
tomers in the old days. Speaking about the
historical significance of the markets,
researcher Mohammad Abdulhadi Jamal said
that despite being a small nation, Kuwait still

is considered as a strong economic force in
the region. 

One of the major old markets in Kuwait
was Al-Ferrdah, said Jamal, adding that the
market, named after a seaport, was one of the
busiest locations for trade due the fact that
goods and cargo were directly loaded and
unloaded straight from ships into the market.
The market sold a variety of products ranging
from foodstuff to consumer goods, said the
researcher. Meanwhile, Jamal spoke about the

proceedings Al-Manakh market, saying that
the name came from the fact that the area
was the resting spot for caravans heading
from and to markets in Al-Sham, Iraq, Najed,
and other regions back in the day. Al-Manakh
was considered as a parallel market for goods
were stocks played a major role in bring riches
to those involved.

One of the most significant events in Al-
Manakh’s history was the crash of 1982, said
Jamal, adding that deals were conducted on

the basis of trust among merchants; however,
something happened which made things go
“haywire”. And it namesake might suggest,
the Dates market also played an important
part in the economy of Kuwait in the past,
noted the historical researcher. The market
was exclusively establish for the dates indus-
try and only that, affirmed Jamal, noting that
the location of market varied due to the pas-
sage of time, but the business still remain as
substantial till this day. — KUNA

Dates, Al-Safat, Al-Manakh -traditional Kuwaiti markets 

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
has vowed support to the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET) for
hosting the 8th GCC Sports Championship for
universities and higher education Institutions.
The PAAET will be offered full logistic and
media backing to guarantee success for the

tournament that authority hosts in
November, Sheikh Salman told a PAAET dele-
gation, the Ministry of Information said in a
statement on Wednesday.  The minister
stressed the significance of the event for the
GCC youth.  The delegation, led by Director
General Dr Ahmad Al-Athari, expressed grati-
tude to Sheikh Salman for his unlimited sup-
port to the Kuwaiti people, especially youth,

in  sports, social and cultural activities to
enhance the constructive and effective
national thinking. The meeting also
addressed the programs the PAAET can offer
for training and qualifying Kuwaitis within the
development program backed by the
Ministry of Information and the State Ministry
for Youth Affairs.  

Meanwhile, the statement said that

Minister Sheikh Salman had also received the
new board of the Ministry of Information
workers’ syndicate.  Congratulating the board
members, the minister underlined the impor-
tance of holding the values of national unity
and interests above all other considerations.
The syndicate board thanked Sheikh Salman
for his unrelenting efforts to promote the
Kuwaiti media. — KUNA

Ministry supports PAAET ahead of GCC sports Championship 


