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Capital of Culture
You shouldn’t need extra motivation to visit San Sebasti·n - the impossibly

lovely seaside metropolis is widely considered one of the best places to eat in
the world - but this year, the city was awarded the coveted title of European
Capital of Culture (along with Wroclaw, Poland). This designation brings with it
a packed calendar of events and activities set to enliven the city throughout
the year, from concerts and film festivals to art exhibitions, live performances
of opera and theatre, creative workshops and courses, and children’s program-
ming. Explore the city and its cultural offerings on two wheels: the bicycle is
the festival’s official mode of transportation.

Superb dining
Food & Wine magazine reported a fascinating statistic: Basque people

spend more than twice as much of their disposable income on food as people
do in the United States. Step into any bar and look at the lavish spread of pintx-
os and you’ll understand why. The region’s cuisine, built around authentic and
local products like grilled lamb, cured meats, salt cod, sheep’s and goat’s
cheese, piquillo peppers, artichokes, and fresh anchovies, to name just a few, is
rightfully world-famous. You can swing high or low: Basque Country is home to
nearly thirty Michelin-starred restaurants, but you’ll be just as happy sampling
the finger food and sipping Basque cider or txakoli, a sparkling white wine typi-
cally served as an aperitif, at a bustling corner bar that’s been run by the same
family for generations.

Guggenheim Bilbao
Gleaming and otherworldly, the Guggenheim Bilbao is more than an art

museum: it’s a modern architectural landmark, a stylized ode to the city’s ship-
building past and an unmistakable emblem of Bilbao itself. When Frank
Gehry’s masterpiece opened in 1997 - on the banks of the Rio NerviÛn, in a
derelict and highly polluted area that was previously an industrial wasteland -
it was a symbol of revitalization and the dawn of a new era for the city. Stroll
along the riverfront promenade for spectacular views of the museum’s sculp-
tural exterior before heading inside to view exhibits like the current headliner,
Andy Warhol. Shadows (warhol.guggenheim-bilbao.es/en).

A classic road trip 
To experience the enchantment of the Basque coastline, you’ll want to rent

a car and explore the dramatic clifftop landscape at your own pace. Take the
scenic route from Bilbao to San Sebasti·n; this unforgettable road trip leads you
through a string of traditional fishing villages with names you’ll struggle to
pronounce, from tiny Elantxobe to drop-dead gorgeous Lekeitio to Getaria,
hometown of the fashion designer Cristobal Balenciaga (there’s a great muse-
um dedicated to his oeuvre.) All of the towns along this stretch feature great
pintxo bars and quiet medieval streets that invite a leisurely wander.

Basque Country, in case you haven’t heard, isn’t like the rest of Spain. Proudly perched on the northern Atlantic coast, near the border of France, the fabled region - locally known as Euskadi
or PaÌs Vasco - has its own language, its own culinary traditions, and a distinctive geographic and cultural landscape. From fairy tale-like villages and modern architectural landmarks to
world-class food and wine, here are ten reasons you should add Euskadi to your travel to-do list.


