
TOKYO: Japanese salarymen are strug-
gling to get by on the monthly
al lowance they receive from their
wives, which has fallen to its lowest lev-
el in decades, a survey showed. Despite
frequently being the sole breadwinner,
many Japanese husbands hand over
their entire wage to the woman of the
house, who often manages the family’s
bills and balances the books.

The nation’s army of male office
workers, known for their punishing work
hours, now have just 37,873 yen ($370)
to play with a month, according to a sur-
vey by Tokyo-based Shinsei Bank. That is
the third lowest in the lender’s annual
survey, published Wednesday. It is also
way down from the heady days of the
late 1980s and the early 

Tepid pay rises 
1990s when the economy was boom-

ing and husbands enjoyed the high life
with 77,725 yen a month, said the bank,
which has surveyed men’s allowances
since 1979. A weak economy and tepid
pay rises are forcing many households
to target discretionary spending, includ-
ing husbands’ pocket money. To keep a
lid on expenses, the average man budg-
ets 587 yen for lunch every day, data
from some 1,000 men aged between
their 20s and their 50s showed.

Monthly costs for after-work drinks-
often almost compulsory bonding ses-
sions with their colleagues-come in

around 11,765 yen, up 50 yen from last
year. Japan has suffered years of defla-
tion that have seen prices stagnate or
fall. This means that the same amount
of money buys more today than it did
in the early 1990s. Falling prices may
sound good for shoppers but it tends

to hurt the economy as consumers put
off spending to get goods cheaper
down the road. Japan’s prime minister
Shinzo Abe swept to power in late 2012
on a pledge to beat the deflationary
spiral but the plan, dubbed Abenomics,
has faltered. — AFP 
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LA PAZ: Clashes between police and
factory workers in Bolivia on
Wednesday resulted in dozens of
injuries and arrests during protests
against policies under President Evo
Morales, various sources reported. The
incidents took place in the city of
Cochabamba, 400 kilometers east of La
Paz, where police used tear gas to clear
a major road demonstrators had
blocked.

Four policemen were injured when
protesters threw stones at them,
Interior Minister Carlos Romero told a
news conference. Union leader Angel
Camacho told reporters separately that
more than 60 demonstrators were
arrested and several wounded by
“these cowardly policemen”. Elsewhere

on Wednesday, protesters organized
street marches and roadblocks in six of
the country’s nine regions during the
beginning of a three-day strike led by
the Provincial Workers Central (COB)
union, the country’s largest.

Previously allied to Morales, the COB
was protesting the closure of a state
textile factory along with laws chang-
ing standards for public enterprises,
pensions and officials’ rights. The work-
ers in Cochabamba began their
protests last week with marches and
roadblocks. Several of the COB’s chap-
ters are demanding the annulment of a
political agreement the union signed
with Morales’s government in 2013,
arguing that their appeals are not
being heard. — AFP 
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TOKYO: This December 15, 2010 file picture shows Japanese businessmen walking on a Tokyo street. — AFP 

Kenya’s flower sector is 
not all roses for Maasai 
NAIVASHA: The shores of Lake Naivasha in Kenya’s Rift
Valley are dotted with bustling shanty towns but it has not
always been like this. The local economy has grown dramat-
ically since the late 1980s when the first commercial flower
farms were established in the area, around 90 km north
west of Nairobi.

Today, the Lake Naivasha region is the country’s biggest
hub for floriculture, earning billions of Kenya shillings for farm
owners, creating unprecedented job opportunities and draw-
ing thousands of migrants from other parts of the country.
According to the Kenyan Horticultural Crop Directorate (HCD),
Kenyan growers exported 122,825 tons of cut flowers worth
62.9 billion Kenya shillings ($620 million) in 2015. An estimat-
ed 500,000 people are employed by the industry, which gen-
erates 1.2 percent of gross domestic product (GDP).

For Naivasha Maasai pastoralists, however, the push by big
farming companies has not sparked opportunity but panic
that their traditional semi-nomadic lifestyle could be at risk. In
many parts of East Africa, governments are pushing for pas-
toralist communities to switch to settled farming with sup-
porters saying such a move will create better food security,
curb conflict between herders and farmers, and free up land.

Critics, however, say switching from pastoralism to set-
tled farming could make communities less resilient to cli-
mate change. The growth of cut flower farms has intensified
competition for dwindling grazing land and vanishing water
supplies for the herdsmen whose traditional grazing
grounds between Lake Naivasha and Mount Longonot have
shrunk as the industry has expanded. There are fears that fur-
ther land acquisition in the area, which already accounts for
around 70 percent of total floriculture production in Kenya,
will erode their livelihoods.

Not all roses
The cut flower companies say they have acquired land

from communities and the government through a legitimate
and transparent process. But the Naivasha Maasai communi-
ty say some big farms neither consulted them nor paid com-
pensation for land. “Land grabbing by elite individuals and
encroachment of the lake by floriculture farms has dispos-
sessed us of our ancestral territories thus denying us access
to the lake by blockading access route to the only water
source,” Jackson Shaa, a community leader, told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Community leaders say the privatization and subdivision of
their ancestral lands threatens ancient pastoralist practices,
endangering livestock production and ecological sustainabili-
ty and eroding communal rights to land and natural resources.
While they accept that floriculture and linked investments
might stimulate economic growth in the region, they fear that
reduced access to land will widen social inequalities and put
their livelihoods at risk. “We have had talks with the Lake
Naivasha growers’ group on how to promote sustainable agri-
cultural and pastoralist practices but we are yet to see mean-
ingful results,” Shaa said.

Losing their grazing land has also forced some Maasai to
abandon their traditional livelihood to sustain their families.
“We have a few of our members employed at these flower
farms, but their wages are low compared with those of out-
siders since they lack formal education,” he said. “The commu-
nity’s cultural attachment to the lake’s resources has not been
considered in the establishment of these private investments.”

Law and custom 
Formal land rights were strengthened in the new

Constitution that was promulgated in 2010. These created a
three tier system of land classification and ownership: private,
public and community lands. However according to the
Naivasha Maasai, their land rights remain insecure. “We want
to see more reforms in land governance that would protect
our land from further acquisition by these investors. We hope
the Community Land bill 2015 which is yet to be passed by
legislators could be expedited,” says Shaa.

Proving community land claims is difficult under Kenyan law,
he said, and this is how their tenure has been held traditionally.
Jane Ngige, chief executive officer of the Kenya Flower Council,
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation that the flower industry
has always consulted with local communities. “We continue to
engage with these communities through various groups such as
the Lake Naivasha Growers Group (LNGG) and Lake Naivasha
Riparian Association (LNRA) where the interest and concerns of
these communities are taken care of,” she said. — Reuters 


