
SEOUL: South Korea’s Olympic com-
mittee said yesterday it would fully
cooperate with the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) after swim star Park
Tae-Hwan appealed against his Rio ban
over doping.

But a spokesman declined to say
whether the committee would abide by
any CAS ruling on Park’s case.

The multiple Olympic medallist has
sought “an urgent ruling” from the
Lausanne-based CAS by July 8 — the
deadline for South Korea to select their
Rio swimming team.

Park completed an 18-month suspen-

sion in April after testing positive for an
anabolic steroid in out-of-competition
controls before the 2014 Asian Games.
But he remains barred from competing in
Rio under a Korean Olympic Committee
(KOC) rule which prohibits athletes from
representing South Korea for three years
after the expiration of any doping ban. 

“Once the CAS begins its review, rep-
resentatives for Park Tae-Hwan and the
KOC will  have to appear,” a KOC
spokesman told AFP. “When we receive a
message about that, we will cooperate
fully and accordingly,” he said.

Should Park’s appeal be upheld, the

spokesman was non-committal on what
action the KOC would take. “We will first
have to see the final ruling by the CAS
and then decide on the necessary steps,”
he stressed.

The CAS does not have the power to
force national sports bodies to follow
its decisions, although court officials
report compliance with about 90 per-
cent of rulings.

Park’s legal team argues that the KOC
regulation is unfairly punitive and has
pre-emptively sought an injunction from
a district court in Seoul to make any CAS
ruling binding on the national commit-

tee. Park has repeatedly begged for a
chance to compete in what would be his
third, and probably last, Olympics-at one
point getting down on his hands and
knees during a press conference. 

The 26-year-old was the poster boy
of South Korean swimming-courted by
advertisers and idolised by fans-before
his positive test was revealed in January
last year.

He won 400m freestyle gold and
200m freestyle silver at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, and two silver medals at the
2012 London Olympics, as well as 400m
world titles in 2007 and 2011. — AFP
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OMAHA: Kacey Oberlander is missing her
dogs back home, and she’s more than a lit-
tle stressed competing in the high-pres-
sure environment at the US Olympic swim-
ming trials.

That’s where Holly comes in. The
adorable, 4-year-old Havanese is available
for petting and furry hugs. “It just calms
me down a lot,” said Oberlander, who
swims for York YMCA in Pennsylvania and
will be attending the University of
Alabama in the fall. “It’s nice to see the
happy puppy dogs running around when
everything is so intense and everyone’s so
serious. The dogs are very happy all the
time. It makes me calm.”

Yep, these Olympic trials have gone to
the dogs - and the athletes are loving it.
USA Swimming, in an effort to ease some of
the anxiety accompanying such a major
meet, has partnered with Domesti-PUPS - a
nonprofit organization based in Lincoln,
Nebraska, that is providing four-legged
companions for the athletes lounge at
CenturyLink Center.

In a section of the arena that is generally
off-limits to everyone except the swimmers,
dogs such as Holly and Larry, a
Goldendoodle who will readily pose for a
picture or pause for a pat on the head, have
been welcomed with open arms.

If anyone doubts their purpose, each
pooch wears a collar that says, “Please ask
to pet me.  I’m friendly.” “There’s a lot of
pressure,” said Leah Braswell, a teammate of
Oberlander’s. “Having the dogs here is a
great distraction, a way to take a break from
all of that. They’re happy all the time. It just
makes you happier. You can forget about
whatever race you just had.”

Given their gentle, soothing nature,
“therapy dogs” have become more and
more familiar around hospitals, retirement
homes, hospice centers and disaster areas.
They’ve provided comfort to veterans and
those suffering from autism. They’ve even
done time in prisons, nudging inmates
along the road to rehabilitation.

There’s no judgment from these ani-
mals. Fido merely wants to love and be

loved. For someone in pain or anguish, they
can be an invaluable companion.

At the Olympic trials, their role is a bit
different. But it’s really in keeping with the
extensive training that Domesti-PUPS puts
its animals through before sending them
out into the world.

“Anywhere there’s an elevated level of
stress, we can take our dogs and try to de-
stress them,” said Sandy Ludwig, who works
with the organization. “These dogs are just
lying there, waiting to have their bellies
rubbed or their ears scratched.”

That’s what Morgan Weinberg had in
mind for the trials, an all-or-nothing meet
that not only determines the powerful
American team for the Rio Games, but also
serves as a chance for many up-and-
coming athletes to get their taste of a big-
league atmosphere.

There are more than 1,700 swimmers in
Omaha, most of whom have no chance of
qualifying for the Olympics. Yet the burden
of competing weighs on all of them to
some degree. — AP

OMAHA: Larry, a goldendoodle, waits for athletes to arrive while working as a therapy dog at the US Olympic swimming
trials in Omaha, Neb., Wednesday.  — AP

US swimmers using therapy 
dogs to relax before races

For Phelps, 5th
Olympics may mean

the most yet
OMAHA: Michael Phelps surged to the wall, and then whipped
around to spot his time.

That number wasn’t really important.
The only thing that mattered was No. 5.
Phelps became the first male swimmer to qualify for five

Olympics with a victory in the 200-meter butterfly at the US swim-
ming trials Wednesday night, another huge milestone in the
water but even more significant given what’s happened away
from the pool.

A second drunken-driving arrest. A re-evaluation of his life. An
impending marriage. And his first child.  With 7-week-old Boomer
in the arms of his mother at the CenturyLink Center, Phelps
cruised to a victory that meant as much personally as all those tri-
umphs that came before.  The most decorated athlete in Olympic
history is Rio bound.

“With everything that’s happened and being able to come back,
that was probably harder than any swim I’ve had in my life,” Phelps
said. “Just being able to finish how I want to is so important to me.
Getting on this team is what I wanted to do.” He wasn’t the only
one feeling a bit of redemption.

Missy Franklin turned in one of the gutsiest performances of her
career to earn a spot for Rio in the 200 freestyle. One night after she
struggled to seventh in the 100 backstroke - an event she won four
years ago in London - there was plenty of speculation that she’d be
hard-pressed to qualify for any individual events at these games.

Franklin herself sounded as though she’d be happy just getting
on the team as a relay swimmer.

STIFF CHALLENGE
Turns out, she’ll be busier than that in Brazil. While Katie

Ledecky romped to victory in the 200 free, earning a second indi-
vidual event at the Olympics, Franklin rallied over the second half of
the race to claim the runner-up spot.  Franklin’s coach, Todd
Schmitz, pumped his fists and charged down the steps of the arena
to congratulate his bubbly
swimmer, one of the biggest
stars of the London Games.

She finally had reason to
smile. “Last night was really
tough and coming back from
that, I was telling myself, ‘I’m not
done fighting. I’m not done with
believing in myself,’” Franklin
said. “That’s probably the most
proud race I’ve ever swam in my
entire career, coming back from
such a loss last night and telling
myself that I still have it in me to
do whatever I believe I can do.”

Phelps held off a stiff chal-
lenge from Tom Shields to win
the 200 fly - the first event
Phelps ever swam at the
Olympics, 16 years ago in Sydney.

One day before his 31st birthday, Phelps came full circle in the
race he’s always considered his baby. 

Phelps touched in 1:54.84 - far off the world record of 1:51.51 he
set at the 2009 world championships while wearing one of the
high-tech suits that have since been banned. — AP
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