
BAGHDAD: Nearly 125 people were killed and 200
wounded in two bombings overnight in Baghdad, most
of them in a busy shopping area as residents celebrated
Ramadan, police and medical sources said yesterday.

The attack on the shopping area of Karrada is the
deadliest since US-backed Iraqi forces last month scored
a major victory when it dislodged Islamic State from their
stronghold of Falluja, an hour’s drive west of the capital. It
is also the deadliest so far this year. Prime Minister Haider
Al-Abadi had ordered the offensive after a series of dead-
ly bombings in Baghdad, saying Falluja served as a
launchpad for such attacks on the capital. However,
bombings have continued. 

The bombings demonstrated the extremists’ ability to
mount significant attacks despite major battlefield losses,
including the city of Fallujah, which was declared “fully
liberated” from IS just over a week ago. A convoy carrying
Abadi who had come to tour the site of the bombings
was pelted with stones and bottles by residents, angry at
what they felt were false promises of better security. 

A refrigerator truck packed with explosives blew up in
the central district of Karrada, killing 125 people and
injuring at least 200. Islamic State claimed responsibility
for the attack in a statement circulated online by support-
ers of the ultra-hard line Sunni group. It said the blast was
a suicide bombing. The suicide bomber struck shortly
after midnight, when families and young people were
out on the streets after breaking their daylight fast for the
holy month of Ramadan. Most of the victims were inside
a multi-story shopping and amusement mall, where
dozens burned to death or suffocated, officials said.
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Ramadan TImings

Love: Lessons 
of Ramadan

Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

Ramadan is a month of intensified charity, community rela-
tions, forgiveness and compassion.  The holy Quran encour-
ages the reader to spend in charity, saying, “You will never

attain virtue until you spend something of what you love...” (3:92)
This means that you should give to others what you love for your-
self, and in Ramadan we realize how much all people love and
need food and water.  By experiencing hunger and thirst, the
faster is reminded of the importance of providing for the poor’s
basic needs.

The holy Quran never explicitly commands us to “Love one
another,” but it does have many commands to behave as though
we love one another, regardless of our feelings. “Say kind words to
people...” (2:83) “Pardon and overlook their misdeeds” (5:13) “Do
not spy on one another, nor let any of you backbite others...”
(49:12) and to “...judge with justice...” (5:42).  It says that “A good
deed and an evil deed are not alike; repay [evil] with something
that is finer, and see how someone who is separated from you by
enmity will become a bosom friend” (41:33).

Other verses are even more specific in telling us in detail how
to treat others:  
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Kuwait plans to tap debt 
markets to cover deficit

MPs call for diversification as state posts KD 5.5bn deficit
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday overwhelm-
ingly approved the 2016/2017 budget which is project-
ing a huge deficit as the finance minister said Kuwait
plans to tap international debt markets to plug the
shortfall.  The assembly also approved a draft law restor-
ing the four-day preventive detention at police stations
at the request of Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah. The detention was cut to 48 hours by
the 2012 assembly which
was dominated by the
opposition. Before wind-
ing down for the summer
recess, the assembly also
decided to delay debating
judicial independence
laws until the next term
and MP Awdah Al-Awdah
relinquished his member-
ship in protest at the
assembly failure to debate
two reports on alleged
corruption.

Finance Minister Anas
Al-Saleh said that the min-
istry has devised a public debt strategy to borrow from
the domestic and international markets in a bid to
finance the budget deficit resulting from declining oil
prices.  He said that the ministry plans to borrow up to
KD 2 billion from the domestic market through conven-
tional bonds and Islamic sukuk. The ministry also plans
to borrow up to KD 3 billion from international markets 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah held a breakfast banquet in honor of members of the legislative and executive branches at
Dasman Palace yesterday. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim, Deputy President
of the National Guard Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah attended the break-
fast banquet. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC) will reinforce security measures at oil instal-
lations in coordination with the country’s interior
ministry, a KNPC official spokesman said yesterday.
“Intensive security plans to protect oil installations
and facilities will be supported by the military and
taken up after coordinating with the Ministry of
Interior and its subsidiary bodies,” Khaled Al-Asousi
was quoted as saying by state news agency KUNA
yesterday. 

He said that the company is exerting tremen-
dous efforts to protect all vital oil establishments
and facilities. He did not provide further details. A
year ago an Islamic State group suicide bomber
killed 27 people when he blew himself up inside a
mosque in Kuwait city, the first attack of its kind in
the major oil-exporting state. OPEC-member Kuwait
pumps three million barrels of crude per day and
has three refineries with a combined capacity of
930,000 bpd. 

Meanwhile, officials of the medical emergencies
department yesterday searched a bag that was
found abandoned in Sadiq area on suspicion that it
might contain explosives. An ambulance was dis-
patched to the site and an inspection was carried
out though no explosives were found in the bag,
officials said. — Agencies

Kuwait to step
up security at 
oil facilities

IS bombings kill 125 in Baghdad
Bombers hit shopping area as residents celebrate Ramadan

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces and civilians gather at the site after a car bomb hit Karrada, a busy shopping
district in the center of Baghdad yesterday. (Inset) A man mourns in Najaf during a funeral procession for the
victims of the bomb attack. — AP/AFP

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The two suspected killers of an
Egyptian in Jaber Al-Ahmad City were
arrested in Cairo by Interpol in coordination
with its Egyptian counterparts. According to
the security relations and information
department at the Interior Ministry, the
arrests were made less than 12 hours after
the brutal murder of the Egyptian, who was
stabbed multiple times and was subjected
to severe blows to his head and other parts
of the body. According to the officials, the
suspects, identified as Yasser Arafat
Mohammad and Mohammad Arafat
Mohammad, were arrested on arrival at
Cairo international airport yesterday.

Police started investigations into the
case following a complaint regarding the
disappearance of the Egyptian, Dhiya
Jamal, and eventually found his body in an
open area in Jaber Al-Ahmad.

Investigations showed that old enmity
existed between the victim and the duo,
who lived in the same locality of the victim
in Kuwait. The police infer that they killed
him in revenge, before leaving the country
at dawn yesterday.

2 killers of expat
arrested in Cairo

KUWAIT: The weapon that was used
for the crime.

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates sum-
moned yesterday a senior US diplomat to
protest the “abusive treatment” of a UAE
citizen as it advised citizens to avoid wear-
ing national attire abroad. The foreign
ministry expressed “discontent” to US
embassy deputy chief of mission Ethan
Goldrich and demanded clarifications
over the detention of an Emirati business-
man suspected of being a jihadist. 

The 41-year-old, visiting the United
States for medical treatment, was wearing
a white robe and Arab headdress
Wednesday when he was arrested at a
hotel in Cleveland, Ohio after an employ-
ee suspected he had pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State (IS) group, apparently
in a phone call. The foreign ministry said it
expressed “discontent over the abusive
treatment by the Ohio police of a UAE citi-
zen” as well as the posting of a video
showing his arrest, which contained
“defamation of the UAE national.”

“The UAE cares for the safety of its citi-
zens and, therefore, demands clarifica-
tions about this incident,” it said in a
statement carried by WAM state news
agency. 

Goldrich “apologized” for the incident,
pledging to get clarifications from
authorities in the state of Ohio, WAM said.
A video of the incident, posted on
Youtube, shows several policemen armed
with rifles take down Ahmed Al-Menhali,
and then handcuff and search him.

“ They were brutal with me. They
pressed forcefully on my back. I had sev-
eral injuries and bled from the forceful
nature of their arrest,” Menhali said,
quoted in The National daily. The Emirati
foreign ministry, in a statement posted
on Twitter, urged citizens “not to wear
the national dress during their travel,
especially in public areas, to ensure their
own safety”.
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UAE calls to avoid
national dress abroad

Kuwaiti Oil and Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh.


